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e Whole Proceedings in Par. 
liament againſt Robert Earl 
of Oxford, and Earl Mor. 


timer. 


AVING from the Beginning of this 
Proceſs againſt the Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer, made a Collection of all 
proper Materials for ſuch a Work, as 
well from private Authorities, as from 
the publick Prints and Debates in Parliament, I 
now Publiſh it, that the Reader may at one View 
have a clear Light of all the Proceedings in this 
Caſe, and be thereby the better able to form a good 
Judgment of them. 

The Conduct of this Earl both before and ſince 
the Death of the Queen has made him ſo many Ene- 
mies, that few will read ſuch a Treatiſe with that 
Candour and Impartiality, which a Matter of fo 
= Importance requires. I have not to blacken 

im, miſrepreſented any of the Facts, nor gloſs'd 
them over to flatter him. He is not now in Cir- 
cumſtances to tempt Hlattery, or provoke Rige. He 
is a Priſoner for High Treaſon, and drawing to the 
Day of his Tryal, and perhaps of his Death. To 
miult a Man in that Condition has too much Inhu- 
manity in it, and not to do Juſtice to Truth, and 
the Conſtitution, too much of Treachery and Baſe- 
neſs, This muſt be ſaid, that after His Majeſty King 
George's Happy Acceſtion ” the Throne, when he 2 

| tir 


(2) 
tir'd to his Houſe at Brampton- Bryan in Herefordſhire, 
he liv'd as a Perſon, who rather expected Rewards 
for his Glorious and Happy Adminiſtration, than 
Puniſhment for his Deſtructive and Treaſonable Coun- 
ſels. That he made a Je of the Reports of his Im- 
peachment, is known to all that know him, and is 
evident from this Story. | | 

A Gentleman who had ſome Acquaintance with his 
Son- in Law Duplin, one of bis Dozen Lords, call'd 
upon him at Brampton, where he then was: This 
Gentleman had a Friend with him, and they were * 
enter tain'd as handſomely as a Creditor might expect. 

At Dinner the Earl of Oxford appear d, and affected 
to be in as good Humour as if be had had the Staff 
ſtill, When they had din'd, he put it to the Gen- 
tleman and his Friend to give him their Toafts, which 
they did very Frankly and Loyally the King's and 
their Royal Highneſſes; upon which an antient Briton 
who was in the Company, and perbaps in the Secret, 
when it came to his turn, Toaſted the Peace, Hold, 
cries Earl Oxford and Mortimer, I beg your Pardon © 
for that, ſome Body may be Hang'd for that Peace for 
ought we know, 

If he had imagin'd, that to give up Spain to the 
Duke of Anjon; our Trade to France; the Catalans 
to be Maſlacred, and our Allies to be Ruin'd had 
been Treaſon, he could not ſure have been Merry 
with what he had done himſelf, and what he de- 
ſerv'd to ſuffer. This Inſenſibility of his Guilt and 
Circumſtances is an infallible Proof of the Poverty 
of his Genius, and that whatever has been ſaid of _ 
his Learning and Capacity, the one is nothing but 
Pedantry, and the other nothing but Trick : That he 
did his Buſineſs more by the Folly of others, than by- 
his own Wiſdom. And that it would have been an 
indelible Blot on the Character of our Nition, if 
we had not found out, Convicted and Puniſhd a Cri- 
minal, whole Crimes had no Art to conceal, nor 
Colour to diſguiſe them. I am now to tell in what 


manner the Nation proceeded to Convict. him, _ 
all 
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1 
ſhall I doubt hot hereafter treat alſo of his Condiction 
and Puniſhment, | 

The Faction, who never wanted Impudence on any 
Occaſion, out did themſelves in this, and dar'd 
the Government by it to call their Leaders to an 
Account; nay, ſome cautions Creatures, who to pre- 
ſerve or acquire the Reputation of Wiſe, never be- 
lieve any thing *till 'tis done, though they wiſh'd 
that Juſtice might overtake the Guilty, yet they 
did not fee how Miniſters could offend by obey- 
ing Orders, in which caſe they muſt be infallible ; 
for what Offence can they give, who are ſure of ha- 
ving all their Actions approv'd by a weak Prince, 
whom they adviſe and betray ? But notwith- 
Fanding the great Aſſurance and Inſolence of th 
Diſaffetted Party, as ſoon as his Majeſty's Speech 
at the Opening of this preſent Parliament was mad 
Publick, and Ris Enemies were charg'd in it wit! 
open and ſecret Practices againſt the Proteſtant 1 
5 then did people begin to imagine, that the 
Nation would not ſuffer the Traytors who had been 
puilty of thoſe Practices to go off with Impunity ; 

ut when they ſaw the Addreſſes of the Lords and 
Commons, they were convinc'd that the Legiſlature 
would take Cognizance of their Cyimes, and bring 
the Criminals to Condign Puniſhment. | 

[ ſhall take no farther Notice of thoſe Addreſſes, 
than as they have Relation to the Treaſon of the 
late Miniſters, and to thoſe who attack'd or defended 
them. 

There is a Paragraph in the Lord's Addreſs of 
Thanks to His Majeſty for his moſt Gracious Speech, 
which would have allarm'd the Faction with a Venge- 
ance, had not they heen ſo accuſtom'd to wicked 
Actions, that they had loſt all Senſe of the Guilt of 
them, and conſequently all fear of Punithment. This 
Paragraph — a great Debate, ir being the 


firſt Step that was taken by the Legillative Au- 


thority to call the late Managers to Account, it 
containing theſe Expreſiions ; Aud recover the Re- 
; B 2 putarior 


FF - 


put ation of the Kingdom in Foreign Parts, the Loſs of 
which we hope to convince the World by our Actions, 
is by ne means to be imputed to the Nation in general. 
The Lord 7. „„ the late Viſcount ' Bolingbroke 
the Earl, of Sr d, the Dukes of B m an 
Sh——y, the Earl of 4——y, the Earl of Ab-, 
the Earl of R. 7, the Arch-Biſhop of York, the 
Biſhops of 'L——-x and B——!, and ſome other 
Peers excepted againſt that Clauſe, alledging, That 
the ſame was mjurious to the late Queen's Memory, 
and even I with 'that part of His Majeſty's 
Speech, which recommended to both Houſes the avoid- 
ing the unhappy Diviſions of Parties. | | 
The Memory. of the late Queen has not been in- 
jur'd by any Party, fo much as by thoſe who would 
charge it with the whole Management of the late 
ſcandalous Peace, independant of her Miniſtry 5 
for if they did not adviſe her to it, ſhe muſt be her 
own Counſellor, if they did, they are accountable as 
Evil Counſellors, The Queſtion then will be only, 
whether the giving up Spain to France, the ruining 
our Commerce, the abandoning our Allies, and par- 
ticularly the brave Catalans, the Breach of ſeveral 
Treaties, and the Diminution 'of our Honour and 
Safety, all which is Self-evident from the Tenour 
and Effects of the late Peace, be Matters worthy the 
Cognizance of National Juſtice, which is a Queſtion 
that will not admit of Controverſy among Men 
that have their Senſes about them. The Lord T——r 
in this Debate took Notice, that the Houſe ſhould 


be careful how they reflected on the Honour of ſo 


many Noble Lords as were concern'd in the late 
Miniftry. The Marqueſs of Wharton in his Anſwer 
to it ſaid, That Noble Lord was highly contern'd for 
the Honour of thoſe Lords, his own being ſo Young and 
Tender, The late Lord Bolingbroke being preſent 
when this Debate was in the Houſe, and thinkiog 
himſelf touch'd by the above-mention'd Expreſſions, 
made a long Speech againſt them, wherein he ex- 


preſt; The heartieſt and deepeſt Concern for the 


© Memory 


. 
Memory of the late Queen his moſt Excellent Mi- 
* ſtreſs, which he ſaid he would do all in his Power 


ry 
: to vindicate, that he had the Honour to be one 
_ of her Servants, and if he bad done any thing a- 

miſs he would be contented to be puniſh'd for it, 
© hut thought it very hard to be cenſur'd and con- 
© demn'd without being heard. The Quondam 
Viſcount ſoon ſhew'd, that he did not mean what 


- he ſaid, and if one were to judge of his Zeal for 


his excellent Miſtreſs by his being contented to be 
puniſh'd, his ſudden Flight afterwards would teach 
us, that he had no more concern for the Queen's 
Honour, than he had for his own, which he * | 
to his Avarice and Luſt. That his Lips contradicte 

his Heart, may be ſeen by what he added at the ſame 
time of His Majeſty King George, who he ſaid, 
Had ſeveral times expreſt a great Reſpect and Tender- 
neſe for the late Queen's Memory, and was a Prince 
of ſo great Wiſdom, Equity, and Juſtice, that be was 
4. His Majeſty would not condemn any Man with- 
out hearing what he had te fay for himſelf, and that 
ſo auguſt an Aſſembly ought to imitate ſo great a Pat- 


tern. Aſter this he moy'd, that the Words Recover, 


&c. might be ſoften'd into thoſe of, maintain the 
Reputation of this Kingdom, and that the reſt of the 
„ might deleft one. EEE 
Though this Debate did not particularly reflect on 
the Earl of Oxford, yet he being the principal of 
all the late Mich ve it has eſpecial Relation to 
him, as that which prepar'd the way for his Im- 
1 and therefore it is that 1 ſpeak of it ſo 
rgely. n 
Ibe Earl of S: 4 ſeconded the late Viſcount 
Bolingbroke, and who can blame the Plenipotentiary 
that manag d the Peace, for doing it as much Honour 
as he could, for every Man is not a Cicero, nor a 
Tacitus. His exception againſt it was, becauſe i: 
world expoſe the Honour of the Nation Abroad, which 


he was ſure had ſufferd no Diminution during his 


Negetiarions. Pat that Queſtion to all the Politicians 
* * 8 4 in 
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in Europe, even to Torcy himſelf, and ask whether 
the Britiſb Nation ſuffer d no Diminution of Honour 
when the Duke of Ormond march'd off, and left the 
Allies to be maſſacred at Denain, not to mention a 
Hundred other Diminutions of Honour ſince the 
Year 1710. The Duke of Sh—— having been no 
Stranger to the Negotiations between England and 
France, was pleas'd to ſay, © That the Houle of 
© Peers ought on all Occaſions to be moſt tender of 
© the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, from 
© which they derive their own Honour and Luſtre. 
© That therefore when a like Clauſe was incerted in 
© an Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the late 
© Queen upon the Death of King William, he had 
© expreſt to ſeveral Members of that Houle his diſ- 
© like of it, becauſe it reflected on the Memory of 
© that Prince, and for the ſame Reaſon he- was a- 
< gainſt this Clauſe ”. Theſe and other Arguments 
urg d on the ſame fide were anſwer'd by the Lord 
Cowper, Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Devonſhire, 
the Marquiſs of Wharton, the Earl of Nottingham, 
his Brother the Earl of 5 and ſome o- 
ther Peers, who expreſt all Reſpect and Reverence 
for the late Queen's Memory, rightly diſtinguiſh- 
ing between Her and Her Miniſtry, and ſupported 
the Clauſe in queſtion by Arguments drawn from 
the Miſmanagements of the latter hinted at in his 
Majeſty's Speech. My Lord Chancellor in particu- 
lar confuted the Objections rais'd by the late Lord 
Bolingbroke, and among other things ſaid, © They 
did not condemn any particular Perſon, but only 
© the Peace in general, becauſe they felt the ill con- 
© ſequences of it; that they who advis'd and made 
© ſuch a Peace, delerv'd indeed to be cenſur'd, but 
© the Words in the Addreſs being general, no pri- 
vate Perſon was affected by them. And that the 
alteration of the word Recover into that of Main- 
tain, would ſignify no more towards the Juſtifica- 
tien of the Gualty, that the word Recover towards 
the Condemnation of the Innocent. Upon Nr 
whale 
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whole of the matter, the Queſtion being put, whe- 
ther the Addreſs ſhould be recommitted or no; it 


as carry'd in the Negative. 


Jeas 33. 
Noes 66. 


And from this time it was generally believ'd that 
the Criminals would be brought to Juſtice, eſpecially 
when the Addreſs of the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons Was ſo agreeable in this Reſpect to the Senti- 
ments of the Upper Houſe. Their Addreſs of Thanks 
was mov'd by the Right Honourable Robert Walpole, 
Eſq; who with his accuſtom'd Strength of Reaſon 
= Force of Eloquence ſet forth ; © The great Hap- 
* pinels of theſe Nations by His Majeſty's ſeaſonable 
© Acceſſion to the Throne, and run through the Miſ- 
© managements of the Four laſt Honey Years”, 
of which ſo great a part falls to the ſhare of the Earl 
of Oxford. Sir William Wyndham was the only Mem- 
ber that rais'd any Objection againſt Mr. Walpole's 
Motion. That Noble Baronet has ſince been pleas'd 
to raiſe Objections againſt our Conſtitution, and is 
now in a fair way to be an Out · lam for his Treaſonable 
Practices againſt it. When the Addreſs, which the 
Houſe of Commons order'd to be drawn up, was re- 

rted, Sir Milliam was backt in his Oppolition to it 
þy that excellent Poet and Politician Mr. Shipper, who 
has got himſelf into a Corni/b Borough; I will not ſay 
in Defiance of the Qualification Bill, becauſe I ne- 
ver ſaw his Rental. Mr. Bromley late Secretary of 
State ſpoke againſt ſeveral Expreſſions in the Ad- 
dreſs, which had Relation to the Miſgovernment of 
the diſcarded Miniſters, Charles Roſs, Eſq; a Gene- 
ral Officer did the ſame, fo did Sir William Whitlock 
Son of Bulſtrode Whitlock, Eſq; one of Cromwell's 
Prime Miniſters. Sir Robert Raymund, Mr. Hunger- 
ford, and Mr. Ward, Barriſters at Law, and Mr. 
Cæſar who had ſome Years before been ſent to the 
Tower for ſpeeching it more than he ſhould have _ 

| Their 


Juſtify thoſe Counſellors, 


(3) 
Their Objections were anſwer'd with great Solidi- 
ty and Elegance by Mr. Walpole, General Stanhope; 
Mr. Pultney, and Sir Gilbert Heathcote. Mr. Roſs 
the General Officer before-mention'd did not forget 
a Topick, which it is ten to ohe that no Man will 
ever forget who ſpeaks in favour of the late High 
Church Managers ; and that is, © That the condemn- 
© ing the Peace, and cenſuring the late Miniſters, 
* was a Reflection on the late Queen, whoſe Act 
© and Deed that Peace was, and that he was ſure 
© the refleting on the late Queen could not be a- 
© greeable to His preſent Majeſty ”. He was an- 
ſwer'd by Mr. Walpole and General Stanhope, That 
nothing was farther from their Intentions than to aſperſe 
the late Queen; that they rather defign'd to vindicate 
Her Memory, by expoſing and puniſhing thoſe Evil Coun- 
fellors, who deluded Her into pernicious Meaſures, 


whereas the oppoſite Party endeavonr'd to skreen and 
1 on that Good, Pi- 


eus, and well-meaning Princeſs all the Blame and Odium 
of their Evil Counſels. Some Members ſpeaking in 
behalf of the late Miniſters alledg'd, © That the cen- 
© ſuring them without hearing them, and condemn- 
© ing the Peace without examining into Particulars 
© was unjuſt and unprecedented ”. To which it was 
anſwer'd, That they muſt diſtinguiſh between cen- 
© furing Miniſters and condemning the Peace in 
© general, and condemning particular Perſons, that 
© they might in Equity and Juſtice do the firſt, be- 


© cauſe the whole Nation is already ſenſible that 


© their Honour and true Intereſt were given up by 
© the late Peace, that in due time they would call 
© them toan Account who made and advis'd ſuch a 
© Peace, but God forbid they ſhould ever condemn 
© any Perſon unheard ”. And it was on this Occafion 
that the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Stanhope 
took Notice of, not only a Report, but a Belief in- 
duſtriouſly promoted by the Diſaffected, that the 
Juſtice of the Nation would not interfere in the caſe 


of the late Miniſters. That great Genetal and 
Stateſman 
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* Stateſman obſerv'd it had been given out, © That 


© the preſent Miniſters never deſign d to call the late 


* © Managers to Account, but only to cenſure them 


© in general Terms: But he aſſur'd the Houſe, that 
© notwithſtanding all the Endeayours which had been 
eus d to prevent a Diſcovery of the late Miſmanage- 
ments, by conveying away ſeveral Papers from the 
Secretary's Office, yet the Government had ſuffi- 
cient Evident left to prove the late Mipiſtry the 
moſt corrupt that ever ſate at the Helm. That thoſe 
Matters would ſoon be laid befere the Houſe, and 
that it would appear that a certain Exgliſ General 
had ated in Concert with, if not receiv'd Or- 
© ders from the Mareſchal de Yillars”, Another 
Member ſaid, It was known where à certain Secretary 


R „* 


had converſt with the Pretender in France, and what 
was the Subject of their Converſation, Some Members 


having intimated in the Courſe of this Debate, — 


inquiry ſhould be made how the Money that ha 


been given theſe laſt four Years had been expended. 


Sir Gubert Heathcote made anſwer, That though there 


was great Reaſon to believe a goed part of thoſe waſt 


Sum bad been miſapply d, and 'twas highly neceſſary to 
inquire ftriitly into that Matter; yet they had things 


of greater Conſequence, and a much blacker Nature to 


* Examine into before they ego upon other Matters. 


The Debate ending in the Queſtion, the Addrels as 


it was reported, was agreed to by a great Majority. 


Yeas 244- 
Noes 138. 


cannot forbear mentioning that to excuſe the late 
Peace, Sir William Wyndham endeavuur'd to prove, 


that it was Beneficial to the Kingdom; and | mult 


own, that therein he took the Argument by the right 


handle. If the late Peace be a good one, the late 


Miriſters have not offended ; if it be a bad one, the 
Queen's conſenting to it, or ordering it to be made, 


does not excuſe their adviſing her to it, and porting 
C er 


(10) 


her upon it. But, Sir William, though he has been 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhew'd, that he had a 
very bad Cauſe to defend, or a very bad Head to do 
it with. He produc'd a Lift of Goods, by which 
it appear'd, that the Cuſtoms had encreas'd near 
1CCCCOL. per Annum ſince the Peace. But he was 
immediately taken up by Sir Gilbert Heathcote, who 
readily own d Sir William might indeed produce a 
Lift of vaſt Imports from France, but defy'd him to 
ſnhew that our Exports thither, particularly of our 
Woollen Manufactures had encreas'd fince the Peace; 
he added, that Imports being only our Conſumption, 
rather prove our Loſs than our Gain, and that the 
Nation gets only by Exports, which keep up our 
Manufa@pres, employ our Poor, and bring in Re- 
turns in Money. Thus we ſee how the only Argu- 
ment that was made uſe of tojuſtify the Goodneſs of 
the Peace was turn'd againſt it, and thus will it fare 
with every one that goes about to vindicate thoſe 
evil Counſellors, that did ſo much towards the Ruin 
of theſe Kingdoms. 

It was now apparent to every one, that the late 
Miniſters would be puniſh'd, and the Faction ſeem'd 
to ground their Belief of their Innocence from their 
ſanding out, and not running their Country. Tis 
true, the Earl of Oxford betore he went into the 
Country under pretence of making Intereſt for his 
Son and his Relations in the Elections for the Par- 


' hament that was to be call'd, Skulkt up and down 


in London, as it he was afraid of being Apprehended. 
He remov'd from his Houſe near the 2Sark, to his 


Brother Edwar:'s in Lincolns- Inn. Fields, giving out 


that it was for his Health's ſake, whereas doubtleſs 
the Air of St. James's is as good as that of Holbourn. 
After he was gone, various was the Reports that 
were ſpread about him, Some ſaid he continu d ftill 
at Brampton Brian, others that he had been ſeen at 
Burton upon Trent travelling Northward, others 
that he had embark'd either at Milford Haven, or 
ſome o. her Creeke or Port in the Ne, on Board a 


Ship 
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8 Ship bound for Genoa. But thoſe made the trueſt 
Conjecture who believ'd he would return to London, 


take his Seat in Parliament, and make an Appear- 


ance of being under no manner of Concern for the 


Danger that threaten'd him. Excepting the good 
Bargains he had made for his Son Mr. Edward Har- 
ley, and his Daughter Mrs. Elizabeth Harley, of 
whom he had marry'd the firſt to the Lady Henrietta 
Holles, Daughter of the late Duke of Newcaſtle, and 
the latter to Peregrine Hyde Osborn, Marquils of 


. Carmarthen, and Son of the Duke of Leeds; I fay, 


excepting thoſe Preſumptious and Unequal Matches, 
'twas generally thought he had not Time nor Oppor- 
tunity to mend his Eſtate very much. For he was 
at a vaſt Charge in Spies, which were cd Lions, 
and in other Expences to ſupport his Credit and 
Authority, the oppoſite Party never letting him 
Breathe, and unleſs he had Money from France, it 


is ſuppos'd he laid up very little. Now, that he 


had none from France, is to me very credible, not 
from the Man's Honour or Diſintereſt, but the late 
Miniſters were fo eager for a Peace, that by the 
firſt Step they took they threw themſelves into the 
Hands of the French King, who having got them at 
an Advantage, by their courting him to take ſeparate 
Meaſures, made them afterwards do what he pleas'd, 
knowing nothing but a Peace would then ſave their 
Necks even in the Queen's time. The wicked Couries 
that were taken by him, and his Family to get 
Poſſeſiton of the Duke of Newcaflle's Daughter and 
Eſtate, will be taken Notice of elſewhere; and the 
Guilt of it in Equity and Conſcience might well 
amount to a Charge to couple ſo mean a thing as a 
Son of his to a Lady of her Birth and Fortune. It 
ſtrikes one with Horror to think of ſuch a Breed, 
but as that has no Relation to the Charge of High 
Treaſon, I ſhall refer it to another Opportunity. 
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The late Viſcount Bolingbroke ſtaying, did with - 
out doubt encourage Oxford to ſtand his Ground. 
| have heard that the Lord 7. „one of Ear} 
Mortimer's Dozen, was a main Inſtrument of keep- 
ing Bolingbroke from running away at. the opening 
of the Parliament, by repreſenting to him, That 
© no hold could be laid on his Perſon 'till he was 
* Impeach'd, which could not be *till the Papers 


_ © relating to that part of the Adminiſtration in 


* which his Lordſhip was concern'd had been laid 
© before the Commons and Examin'd, and that the 
© Cauſe would ſuffer, if he whoſe chief Intereſt it 
© was to ſupport it to the laſt, ſhovId throw it up 
* by abſenting himſelf”. It is ſaid, theſe and ſuch 
like Argyments prevail'd with him to appear in 
the Houſe of Lords; but he could not long keep 
up his Courage, for ten Days after the firſt Meeting 
of the Parliament he fled in Diſguiſe to Dover, and 
thence to France, which however did not hinder 
Earl Oxford's coning to Town, where he arriv'd 
the 8th of Apr,. 1715. juſt about the time that the 
Parliament began their Proceedings againſt him. 

The 31ſt of March, the Hoiſe of Commons made a 
ſtep towards the Impeachment of the Criminals,which 
put that matter out of doubt, for they reſolv'd upon 
an Addrets to His Majeſty, to cauſe the Papers rela- 
ting to the Negotiations of Peace and Commerce, the 
Ceſſation of Arms, Dunkirk, the A ſfiento, the Memo- 
rials of the Clothiers, and of the Merchants to be laid 
before them; and three Days after, the Papers re- 
lating to the Hague and Gertruydenberg Treaties, 
which every one imagin'd was with a deſign to com- 
pare the Preliminaries and Articles of thoſe Treaties 
with that of Utreteht, which would of Courle bring 
the Negotiations of the latter upon the Stage,and that 
could not be done without queſtioning the Negotia- 
tors, but what confirm d every one in their Conje- 
ctures of ſpeedy Proceedings in this important Af— 
fair, was a Speech of Mr. Walpole's in the Debate 
about ſending Sir William Wyndham to the Tower, 


for 


\ 


& 
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for Words reflecting on His Majeſty's Proclamation 
for calling the Parliament. Sir William who affected 

to ſet himſelf at the Head of the Ruin d Party, as the 

moſt ſure way of diſtinguiſhing himſelf, thought to 

ingratiate himſelf with them by his $ufferings in that 

deſperate Cauſe, and refus'd to explain himſelf when 

requir'd to do it on purpoſe that he might be ſent 

to the Tower, but Mr. Walpole obſerving his drift by 

it, (poke to this Effect; I am not for gratifying the 

Deſire, which the Member who occaſions this great 

Debate ſhews of being ſent to the Tower, it would make · 
him conſiderable. But as he is a young Man of good 

Parts, who ſets up for a warm Champion of the late Mi- 

niſtry, and one who was in all their Secrets, I would 

have him be in the Houſe, when we come to inquire 

into the Condutt of his Friends, both that he may have 

an Opportunity to defend them, and be a Witneſs of the 

fairneſs, with which we ſhall 3 againſt thoſe Gen- 

tlemen, and that it may not be ſaid that we take any 

Advantage againſt them, 

On the gth of April Mr. Secretary Stanhope pre- 
ſented to the Houſe the Papers relating to the Ne- 
gotiations of Peace and Commerce, and the Ceſſati- 
on of Arms; he deliver'd them in at the Table in 
twelve Volumes bound up and number'd, and three 
other ſmall Books, and allo took this Occaſion to tell 
the Houſe, © That —_— had been omitted that 
© might either anſwer the deſire they had expreſt of 
© being thoroughly inform d of what had paſt in thoſe 
© important Negotiations, or ſatisfy the whole World 
© that the preſent Miniſtry ated with the utmoſt 
* Fairneſs and Candour, and defign'd to take no 
manner of Advantage over the late Managers in 
* the intended Inquiries. That indeed the Papers 
© now laid before the Houſe were only Copies, but 
© that the Originals would be produc'd if occaſion 
* requir'd ; that though he had read them, he would 
not prejudge the Senſe of the Houſe, who he doubt- 
ed not would find matter in them at the firſt ſight 
* of which they would all ſtand amaz'd ”.- He con- 

cluded, 
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| cluded, © That thoſe Papers being too many, and too 
| © Volumnous to be perus'd and examin'd by all the 
$f © Members of the Houſe; he thought it more conve- 
| © nient, and therefore mov'd, that the ſaid Books 
| © and Papers be referr'd to a Sele& Committee of 
#1 'iF © twenty Perſons, who ſhould digeſt the Subſtance 
© of them under proper Heads, and report the ſame 
| | © with their Obſervations thereupon to the Houſe ”. 
Fi" This Motion was oppos'd by Sir Thomas Hanmer, 
| and other Members, who obje&ted againſt the ap- 
pointing ſuch a Committee, for that it would look 
like a Junto of forty-One. To this ſeveral Members 
| reply'd, and particularly Mr. Walpole, who repre- 
| ſented, © The Inconveniences that might attend the 
© con{idering thoſe Papers in a full Houſe, that one 
3! © of the late Managers whom there was Reaſon to 
to © think had been deeply concern'd in the Tranſacti- 
Ii! © ons of the Treatics of Peace and Commerce was 
| 


© already gone, and if the matters contain'd in thoſe 
© Papers were made Publick, 'twas to be fear'd 
© others of them might go after him, and the 
© publick Juſtice be prevented”, Mr. Ward the 
| Lawyer ſaid, Nothing could be fairer, that for 
J. his own part, though his Principle was, that Kings can 
111 | do no wrong; yet he was of Opinion, that Miaifters 
Tit are accountable for their Male- Adminiſtration, This 
Fr is the true State of the caſe, the Queen could do no 
wrong, ber Miniſters are accountable, and if they 
have been Guilty of Male-Adminiſtration, may and 
ought to be puniſh'd. So the Queſtion rolls upon 
the Fact, whether their Adminittration was Male; 
the pretence therefore of the Queen's Authority for 
their doing what they themſelves advis'd was as vain 
as it is ſtale and exploded. The Earl of Oxford un- 
derſtanding how matters went, and that his ſtay in 
the Country was deem'd a fort of Flight or Prepa- 
ration for it, thought fit to haſten to Town, and 
he arriv'd there to the general ſurprize the Night 
before this Debate came on in Parliament ; in which 
his Brother Mr. Edward Harley ſaid, © 'Twas caſy 
to 
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to ſee, that one of his neareſt Relations was prin- 
cipally aim'd at in the intended Inquiries; but he 
might aſſure the Houſe, that the ſaid Perſon not- 
withſtanding the various Reports had been ſpread 
concerning him, would neither fly his Country, 
nor conceal himſelf, but be forth coming whenever 
he ſhonld be call'd upon to juſtify his Conduct. 
© That he hop'd he would be able upon the ſevereſt 
© Tryal to make his Innocence appear to all the 
© World ; but if he ſhould have been fo unhappy as 
© to have been Guilty of the one tenth Part of what 
© he was accus'd of by common Fame, he ſhould think 
© all his Blood too ſmall a Sacrifice to attone for 
© them”. Mr. Hungerford took a Fancy to except 
againſt the Number of Twenty, and mov'd, that One 
more might be added, perhaps, becauſe the Number 
of the Managers at Sacheverel's Tryal was Twenty. 
Upon which it was 


Reſolv'd, 


© That the Books and Papers before-mention'd be 
© referr'd to a Committee, that the ſaid Committee 
be a Committee of Secrecy. 

© That the Number of the ſaid Committee be One 
and Twenty. 
. © That the ſaid Committee be choſen by Ballo- 

ting. 

© That the Members of the Houſe ſhould on the 
Monday following at Twelve of the Clock, prepare 
* Liſts to be put into Glaſſes of One and Twenty 
* Perſons Names to be of the laid Committee. And 


 Order'd, | b 


That the ſaid Books do remain with the Clerk 
* of this Houſe, ſeal'd as they then were, untill the 
* ſaid Committee be choſen. | 


* 
[4 
o 
c 
5 
c 
c 


On Monday the 11th of April, the Members in 


 Weltminfter- Hall and Court of Requeſts having been 


Summon'd by the Serjeant at Arms to attend the Ser- 
vice 


— 


— — 
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vice of the Houſe, the Clerk and Clerk A ſſiſtant 
went on each {ide the Houſe with Glaſſes to receive 
ſrom the Members the Liſts of Perſons Names to be 
the Committee of Secrecy, and the ſame being receiv'd 
and brought up to the Table. A Committee was ap- 
pointed, and order'd to withdraw immediately into 
the Speaker's Chamber, and that they ſhould report 


to the Houſe, upon which One and Twenty Perlons, 


the Majority fell. Accordingly on the 13th of April, 
Colonel Bladen reported from the Committee, that 
the Majority bad fall'n upon the One and Twenty 
Perſons following. 


Sir Richard Onſi m, Bart. Algernon, Earl of Herford 
Robert Valpaie, Eſq; Edward Wortley Montagu, Eſq; 


Sfencer Cowper, Elq; Sir David Dairymple, Bart. 


James Stanhope, Eq; George Bailie, Eſq; 
Hugh Boſcawen, Eſq, Sir Feſe ph Jekyl, Knt. 
William Pultney, Eſq; Thomas Erle, Eſq; 
Nicholas Lechmere, Elqz Richard Hampden, Eſq; 
Daniel Lord Finch. Sir Robert Marſham, Bart. 
John Ayſlaby, Eſq; Alexander Denton, Eſq 
Thomas Vernon, Eſq; of Tomas Pitt, Sen. Eſq; 
Warceſterſhire. Thomas Lord Coningaby. 


After which the Houſe 


Order'd, 


That the Books and Papers which were in the 
© Cuſtody of the Clerk, to remain there 'till this 
© Committee was choſen, be deliver'd to the ſaid 
* Committee, and that they do Examine the ſame, 


N and report to the Houſe what they found material 


in them, and that they or any Five of them do 
meet this Afternoon and Sit, de die in diem, and 
that the ſaid Committee have power to ſend for 
© Perſon's Papers and Records. 


There 


ab 4220 
,  2>234 


bk : ( 17 ) 
+ There were not in Great Britain ſo many Gentle- 
men better qualify'd by their great Learning, Expe- 
® rience, Probity, and Zeal, to make the intended 
”* Inquiries than this Committee. Of theſe Spencer 
Comper, Eſq; Nicholas Lechmere, Elq,, Thomas Ver- 
non, Eſq; Sir Feſeph Jekyl, Alexander Denton, Eſq 
and Sir David Dalrymple, are the greateſt Lawyers 
in the Kingdom, and the reſt of the Committee have 
- diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, ſome in the Army, and ſome 
in the Senate, and ſome in both, which is ſufficient 
to warrant our preferring their Judgment in all 
# Caſes, ſince it was deliver'd on the moſt mature De- 
liberation, to the haſty Objection, of Intereſted and 
angry Party- Men. | | 
I The Committee met that very Evenins, and choſe 
the Right Honourable Robert Walpole, Eſq; for their 
Chairman, but that Noble Patriot being taken ill 
the next Day of a violent Fit of the Cholick, the 
Committee choſe the Right Honourable Mr. Secre- 
tary Stanhope to ſupply his place of Chairman, and for 
diſpatch ſake ſubdivided themſelves into three Com- 
5 mittees, to each of which a certain Number of Books 

were allotted. 

On the 14th of April Mr. Secretary Stanhope pre- 
ſented to the Houſe, Memorials and Papers relating 
to the Demolition of Duntirꝶ, and the Proceedings 
of the South Sea Company concerning the AMento, 
which were referr'd to the Committee of Secrecy; and 
it was Order'd, That that Committee have leave to 

ſit during the Adjournment of the Houſe, which was 
to Monday the 25th of April. Three or four Days be- 
fore this, the Earl of Oxford appear'd in the Houſe 
of Lords, qualify'd himſelf, and took his Seat, with 
a look that ſhew'd him to be rather Inſenſible than 
Innocent. | | 
I ſhall not here enter into a particular Account of 
the Proceedings of the Committee of Secrecy appointed 
by the Houſe of Commons, to inquire into the Con- 
duct of the late Miniſters in tranſacting the Peace, 
farther than it has Relation to the /mpeaciment of 
the Ear! of Oxford, Had — who are in the pre- 
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ſent Adminiſtration been capable of omitting an 

art of their Duty, and contented themſelves wit 
— this Earl to Jvſtice by himſelf, I believe he 
w 11d have been given up by the diſaffected Faction, 
and not one of his Fellow-Criminals have ſtood by 
him in his Diſtreſs. But the Conſpirators knowing, 
that the preſent Miniſters would give full Satisfaction 
to National Juſtice, and that if they began with the 
Quondam Treaſurer, it would only he to prepare 
the way for the Impeachment of other Traytors, the 
very Perſons, who a little before and immediately 
after the Death of the late Queen, rail'd at this Earl 
as one of the falſeſt and wickedeſt Creatures upon 
Earth; one who had abus'd Her Majeſty's Goodneſs, 
and betray'd the Confidence ſhe had in him; one 
who was accountable for all the Male - Practices of 
the laſt Four Years of Her Reign; one whom the 
Queen would never truſt again, and repented: that 
ever ſhe had truſted him, 1 ſay, theſe very Parſons 
finding be was to lead the way for the Proſecution 
of other Offenders among whom their Guilt and 
their Fears number'd themſelves, reſolv'd to render 
the Proceſs againſt him as difficult as poſſible, and 

though they hated the Man to defend the Cauſe. 

'Twas the Aſſurance he had of their appearing in 
his Defence, which doubtleſs kept him from running 
away as Bolingbroke did. His Friends certainly ad 
vis'd him to it, and Money lay ready for that Occa- 
ſion ; but the Encouragement he had from the Sap- 

port of the Faction, made him Reje& all advice that 
was given him to be gone, and to look as if he ſtaid - 
in Dependance, that his Innocence would protect 
him. One may alſo well imagine, that the late 
Duke of Ormond's countenancing the Tumults and 
Riots, which were fomented in all parts of the King- 
dom, flatter'd him with Hopes that the Government 
would be intimidated, and be glad to be extricated 
out of thoſe Difficulties by an Indemnity to the 
Offenders that were the Occaſion of them. As his 
Views have always been Chimerical, ſo without 
doubt he was animated by ſome vain and — 
, ro- 
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9 Proſpect to deſy the Danger, in which every one 


thought him. Another conſideration that probably 
ſwayd with him to ſtay was, that he knew not 
where he ſhould be welcome if he went. France had 
fall'n in with Bolingbroke's Meaſures, and taken Of- 
fence at Oxford for oppoſing them; Holland lookt 
upon him as the Contriver of the late infamous Peace; 
Germany hated him ; the Swiſs Proteſtant Courtiers 
. were influenc'd by their Neighbour, the King of 
Pruffia, as Prince of Neufchatel; then he had only 
the Mountains of Swiſſerland, or the Popiſh Countries 
of Spain and Italy to fly to; and though *tis proba- 
ble, that he who was ſo good a Friend to Popery at 
Home, ſhould not be afraid of it Abroad, yet con- 
ſidering what a vaſt difference there is between thoſe 
hot Countries and the cold Marches of Wales, he 
might well conclude with himſelf, that a Man with 
his Ifgemities had better run the risk he did at Home 
witk Kis Family and Relations, than die in a Foreign 
Country; where, however, his Merit as well as his 
Name could not be unknown. It has been thought 
that the Difficulties rais'd by Sir Jeſeph Jekyl, one 
of the Committee, as to his Impeachment for High 
Treaſon, induc'd him to venture. 

did not think theſe Reflections on his not with- 
drawing improper, becauſe his Stay has been made 
uſe of as an Argument of his Innocence, and that 
will beſt appear in the Charge brought againſt him 

by the Commons of Great Britain and his Anſwers 
to it. | 
To proceed regularly, I ſhall take Notice of ſome 
Debates in Parliament previous to the exhibiting that 
Charge, which the People were very impatient to ſee: 
And this impatience of theirs gave occaſion to the 
Diſaffected, not only without Doors, but within, to 
accule the Committee of Secrecy of llowneſs, which 
ſome of them imputed to their want of Matter, and 
others to their want of Manage ment, whereas the 
Truth was, they had fo much Matter to go upon, 
that it requir d more time than they had to do it in, 


to manage it as they would have done. 
. D 2 If p 
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lt muſt not be forgotten, that Mr. William Shipper, 
a Man equally famous for his Poetry and Politicks, 


who had been a very buſy Commilſioner of Accounts 


in the late Reign, and conſtantly receiv'd his 
500 l. a Year for it, was the firſt who reflected on 
the Committee of Seerecy within Doors, ſaying, in 
a notable Speech of his on the 1ſt of June 1715. 
That after all the great Clamour that had been 
raisd., their Secret Committee would end in Smoke, 
The Penetration and 14 of this Gentleman 
will be ſeen by what he 

with the Articles againſt the Earl of Oxford, and 
the other Impeach'd Criminals. Hugh Boſcawen, 
Eq, Comptroller of His Majeſty's Houſhold, made 
Aniwer to Mr. Shippen, That he could not forbear 
taking Notice of the Inſolence of a certain Set of Men, 
who having committed the blackeft Crimes, had yet the 


Aſſurance to dare the Juſtice of the Nation, but he. 


hop'd thoſe Crimes would not long remain unpuniſh d; 
that the Committee of Secrecy were ready to make 
their Report, and had directed their Chairman to move 
the Houſe the very next Day, that a Day might be ap- 
pointed for receiving the ſaid Report, and that in the 
mean time he might venture to aſſure the Houſe, that 
they had found ſufficient Matter to Impeach of High 
Treaſon ſeveral Lords, and ſome Cemmoners. Thus 
we ſce, that the Impeachments are not likely to end 
where they now ſtop, and the Canſciouſneſs of the 
Per ſons who are hinted here, that they deſerve ſuch 
a Proſecution, has without doubt put them upon en- 
tering upon more Treaſonable and Helliſh Conſpira- 
cies to protect themſelves againſt the Laws. The 
Right Honourable Robert Walpole, Eſq; Chairman 
of the Committee, ſpoke to the ſame purpoſe as Mr. 
Comptrolter had done, adding, He wanted Words to 
expreſs the Villany of the laſt Frenchify'd Miniſtry. 
Mr. Secretary Stanhope could not forbear expreſſing 
himſelf, That he wonder d that Men who were Guilty 
of ſuch enormous Crimes, had fill the Audaciouſneſs to 
appear inthe Publick Streets ;, much more then to Seat 
themſelves in the Houſe of Peers, as the Earl of Ho 
or 
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ford did, and affected to carry himſelf there as one 
that lookt on the Indignation of the Commons to be 


Groundleſs and Impotent. 


The very next Day, as Mr. Boſcawen had ſaid 
being the 2d of June, Mr. Walpole acquainted the 


' Houſe from the Committee of Secrecy; That they had 


examin'd the Papers and Books referr'd to them, and 
had Matters 7 the greateſt Importance to lay before 
the Houſe, and that the Committee had directed him 
to move the Houſe, that a Day might be appointed to 
receive their Report. This Motion occafton'd a ſmall 
Debate, after which-it was Order d, That the ſaid 
Report be receiv'd upon that Day Sev'n-night, and 


that all the Members do attend the Service of the 


* 
. 


Houſe upon pain of incurring their higheſt Diſplea- 
ple. All imaginable Care was taken to give no han- 
dle to Gain-ſayers. The Faction could not pretend 
they were ſurpriz'd in any part of theſe Proceedings. 
They had fair warning given them to prepare what 
they had to ſay in Vindication of the Perſons ac- 
cus'd, and by what they ſaid it will appear, that 
they had nothing to ſay in behalf of ſuch Capital 
Offenders. 

Purſuant to the Order of the Houſe, Mr. Walpole, 
Chairman of the Committee of Secrecy acquainted the 
Houſe the 9th of June, That he had a Report to pre- 
© ſent, but that he had the Command of the Commit- 
© tee to make a Motion to the Houſe, before he read 
© the Report. That there are in the Report matters 
© of the higheſt Importance : That although the Com- 
© mittee had power to ſend for Perſons, Papers, and 
* Records, they did not think fit to make uſe there- 
© of, believing it to be neceſſary in order to bring 
© Offenders to Juſtice, that ſome Perſons ſhould be 
© ſecur'd before 'tis poſſible they ſhould know 
© what they are to be examin'd to, and leaſt they 
© ſhould have Notice from what ſhould be read in 
the Report to make their eſcape: He was com- 
* manded by the Committee (according to former 
* Precedents) to move, that a Warrant may oe 

Iſſu 
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© Ta'd by Mr. Speaker to apprehend certain Per- 
© ſons who ſhall be nam'd to him by the Chairman 
© of the ſaid Committee, and that no Members may 
© be permitted to go out of the Houſe”. This wile 
Precaution was thought ſo neceſſary, that it was im- 
mediately Order'd, That the Lobby be clear'd of all 
Straugers, and the back Stairs of the Speaker's Cham- 
ber be lock'd up, and the Key brought and laid upon the 
Table. And that the Serjeant do land at the Door of 
the Houſe, and ſuffer no Member te go forth, It was 
alſo Order'd, That Mr. Speaker do Iſſue out his War- 
rant to the Scrjeant at Arms attending the Houſe, to 
taſte into his Cuftody ſuch Perſons as ſhall be nam'd to 
Mr. Speaker by the Chairman of the Committee of Se- 
crecy, in order to their being Examin'd before the ſaid 
Committee. | 

By Virtue of theſe ſeveral Orders, the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons the Honourable Spencer Comp- 
ron, Eſq; Iſſud out his Warrants to the Serjeant at 
Arms, to take into his Cuſtody ſevera] Perſons that 
were namd to him by Mr. Walpole, particularly 
Mr. Matthew Prior, and Mr. Thomas Harley; the 
firſt of whom was immediately Apprehended, and 
the other ſome Hours after. We ſhall in the follow- 
ing Pages obſerve what ſincere honeſt Gentlemen they 
are, and eſpecially Mr. Thomas Harley, whom not- 
withſtanding his want of Honour and Merit this 
Earl of ours, becauſe he was his Couſin, impos'd on 
* Houſe of Hanover as Britiſh Miniſter in that 
ourt. 

Theſe Steps being taken, Mr. Walpole acquainted 
the Houſe, © That the Committee of Secrecy had 
perus'd the Books and Papers referr'd to them 
and had agreed upon a Report, which they had 
commanded him to make. That it was contain'd 
in two Books, one of which was the Report, and 
the other an Appendix to it, containing at large 
thoſe Letters and. Papers which were referr'd to 
in the Report”, This brave Patriot and conſum- 
mate Stateſman then read the Report in his Place, 
an 
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f and afterwards deliver'd the ſame in at the Table, 
” together with the Appendix, and the Books which 


were referr'd to the ſaid Committee. The Reading 


of the Report took up near Five Hours. And the 
Friends to the late Miniſters, who had before expreſt 
ſo much Impatience to ſee what the Secret Committee 


would produce, having now ſeen it, lik d it fo little, 


that they would feign have taken hold of the length 
of time, that the Reading of the Report lafted, and 
conſequently the want of Refreſhment in the Mem- 
bers to get the conſideration of the ſaid Report put 
off till next Morning; but upon the Queſtion, it 
was carry'd in the Negative. 


Yeas 171. 
Noes 282. 


And accordingly it was Order'd, that the Report 
be now Read purſuant to this Order, the Clerk of 
the Houſe read part of it, and when he had read 
two Hours and half, the further conſideration of it 
was adjourn'd 'till next Morning Friday the roth of 
June, when the reſt of the Report was read. After 
which Sir Themas Hanmer mov'd, that the conſide- 
ration of it ſhould be Adjourn'd to the Monday 
Sev'n-night following. He was ſeconded by the lead- 
ing Men of the Party, Friends to the late Miniſters, 
who mov'd alſo, that the ſaid Report be Printed, to 
be perus'd by all the Members of the Houſe, A Mo- 
tion they might very well have ſpar'd, for it could 
not be ſuppos d, that the Secret Committee would 
have kept ſuch a Treaſure from the Sight of the 
World as a Report, which ſo clearly laid open the 
Treachery and Villany of thoſe wicked Managers. 
This was one of the Bravados of the Faction, and 
ſerv'd for them to aſſume the Honour of a popular 
Thing, which they were ſure would be done with- 
out them, Upon this Motion, Mr. Walpole ſpoke 
to this Effect, That he could not but wonder that thoſe 


- ' (entlemen who had ſhewn ſo great Impatience to have 
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t he Report laid before the Houſe, ſhould now preſs for 
adjourning the Conſideration fit; that as for the 
Committee of Secrecy, as they had not yet gone through 
all the Branches of their Inquiry , they could have 
wiſh'd ſome longer time had been allow'd them to pe- 
ruſe and digeſt ſeveral important Papers; that in order 
to that they would have deferr”d three Weeks or one 
Month the laying their Report before the Houſe, but 
that ſome Gentlemen having reflected on the pretended 
Slowneſs of the Committee, ſince the ſaid Report was 
now before them, they muft ev'n go through with it. 
By the fulneſs and clearneſs of the Matters contain'd 
in this Report, one could not have imagin'd that any 
Papers hal eſcap'd their Examination, but whatever 
remain'd then unexamin'd, we may depend upon it 


will be produc'd, when they ſhall be wanted on this 


Occaſion. 
Mr. Secretary Stanhope, who during Mr. Walpole's 


Indiſpoſition, was in the Chair of that Committee, 


ſeconded that worthy Member to this purpoſe, 
© That for his own part he would readily agree to 
give thoſe Gentlemen all the time they could deſire 
© to conſider of the Report; but ſince they them- 
© ſelves had precipitated this Aﬀair, he was of Opi- 
nion they ought to proſecute it with Vigour, leſt, 
by ſtopping on a ſudden they ſhould fortify the 
© Notion, which the Friends of the late Miniftry 
* had with great Induſtry propagated among the 
* People, that the Report of the Committee of * 
would vaniſh into Smoke, the rather, becauſe theſe 
malicious Inſinuations had rais'd the Spirits and [n- 
ſolence of the diſaffected giddy Multitude- That 
he agreed with the Members who had mov'd for 
the Printing of the Report, that not only the 
Houſe, but the whole World might be convinc'd 
of the Fairnels and Impartiality of their Proceed- 
ings. But that the Crimes of ſome Perſons nam'd 
in the Report were ſo obvious, that they ought in 
his * immediately to proceed to the Impeach- 


* ing of them”; The Friends to the late Miniſters 
labour'd 
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jabour'd mightily to gain time. Every Day that this 
Matter was adjourn'd, they got Ground by ſpirit— 
ing the Party all over the Kingdom. They propos d 
the putting it off for a Week, and when they could 
not carry that, would have contented themſelves 
' with three Days. But the Friends to the Conſtitu- 
tion were ſo ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of the late 
- Miniſtry's Crimes, that they were for proceeding 
immediately, and carry'd it by a Majority of 120 
Voices; the Houſe being very full, 440 Members 
in the whole, Upon this the Chairman of the Secret 
Committee, Mr. Walpole, Impeach'd the Viſcount 
Bolingbroke, of whom it was obſerv'd by a'Gentle- 
man who has been a Member of many Parliaments, 
and knew Bolingbroke from a Youth; That when he 
came firft into the World he brought good Diſpoſit ions 
with him; that he had a worthy Gentleman to his Fa- 
ther, and a zealous Patriot to his Grandfather; that 
they had Ediicated him in their own Engliſh Princi- 
ples, but he had been corrupted and ruin d by the Earl 
of Oxford, There were two or three Members who 
poke for Bolingbroke, as Charles Roſs, Eſq; a Gene- 
ral Officer, who was ſo full of the Viſcounts great 
Services and Merit, that he ſaid, He wonder d no 
Body ſpoke in his Favour. At laſt Mr. Hunger ford 
declar'd, That in his Opinion notbing was mention'd 
in the Report in Relation to the Lora Bolingbroke, 
which amounted to High Treaſon, I ſuppoſe this is 
the ſame Mr. Hungerford, of whom I read in the 
Yoo of the 26th of March 1694, juſt twenty Years 

elore. 5 


Reſolv'd, | 
That Mr, Hungerford, a Member of this Houſe, 
having receiv'd Twenty Guineas for his Pains and Ser- 
vice as Chairman of the Committee of this Houſe, to 
whom the Orphans Bill was committed, is Guilty of 4 
High Crime and Miſdemeanour, | 


E Reſoty'd; 


( 26) 
Reſolv'd, 
That Mr. Hungerford be expell'd this Houſe. 


do not find any Body ſpoke for Viſcount Boling- 
broke but this ſame Mr. Hungerford, which puts me 
in mind of a merry Story | have heard of Tom. 
Durfey, That excellent Poet being one Night at the 
Roſe Tavern, and very Marmly engag'd in a Pa- 
negyrick upon a Dulcinea of his, as he was ſtut- 
tering with his Back turn'd, Bancroft the Surgeon 
real'd into the Room fudled, and ſat himſelf down 
in Durfcy's Chair which was then empty; Durfey 
not ſeeing him come in continu'd his Encomiums on 
the Lady, and happening to name her, Bancroft ſwore 
he did indeed believe ſhe was found, for that he had 
lately cur'd her of a Clap. This Affront upon Tem's 
Miſtreſs occaſion'd his flying out into a terrible 
Paſlion, and ſeeing the Surgeon in his Chair, he de- 
manded as well as he could for ſtammering, What he 
did there, and who own'd him? The Company were 
Laughing all this while, and 7% inſiſting upon it to 
know who ow#z'd him Jo. Haynes roſe up very grave- 
ly and cry'd in his hoarſe Voice, J own him, Sir? 
The Obligation Mr. Bancroft had to ſuch a ſorry 
Fellow as Haynes for owning him, encreaſt the Mirth 
and the Laugh of the Company. The other parts of 
the Story are very humourous, but I need no more 
of it than this, and I doubt not 1 ſhall be excus'd 
for digreſſing lo little a while from my Subject, the 
Impeachment of Earl Oxford and Mortimer, which 
was mov'd by the Right Honourable the Lord Co- 
ningsby in the following Terms; The worthy Chairman 
of the Committee has Impeach d the Hand, but 1 do 
Impeach the Head; he has Iinpeach'd the Clerk, and 
[the Juſtice , he has Impeach'd the Scholar, and I the 
Maſter ; ending, I do Impeach Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford and Earl Mortimer of High Treaſon, and other 
High Crimes and Miſdemeanours. Upon this Edward 
Harley, Eiq, Auditor of the Impreſt, made a long 
Speech, wherein he endeayour'd to juſtify his — 
f ther, 
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2 ther, and to move the Compaſſion of his Hearers, 
Who were agitated by a much nobler Paſſion than 
that of Pity, the Love of their Country. It is true, 


Mr. Edward Harley's Talent for Eloquence did not 


ſo much diſtinguiſh him as the Fanatical Air he re- 


ſerv'd ſtill from his Education; however, having had 
a very good Place by his Brother's Intereſt, and be- 
ing oblig'd alſo by the Tye of Blood, he told the 


Houſe, That his Brother had done nothing but by the 


immediate Commands of the late Queen; this did not 
ſatisfy Mr. Auditor, he urg'd further, That the Peace 
was a good Peace, and approv'd of by two Parhaments. 
Is it not a ſtrange thing to ſee ſo much Impudence in 
ſo modeſt a Nation as ours? Will any of the Parr:- 
cides, a juſt Appellation given the late Miniſters and 
their Faction — the Author of the Engliſuman? 
Will any of them, I ſay, dare aſſert, that the Houſe 
of Lords who Addreſt againſt any Peace, while the 
Spaniſh Monarchy is in any Branch of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, would ever have approv'd of the late ſcan- 
dalous Peace, had not Harley impos'd a Dozen Lords 
on them at once, and how it came to be approv'd of 
by the Majority of two Parliaments, is too well 
known to need any Diſcuſſion here? Mr. Edward 
Harley concluded, That the Facts mention'd in the 
Report, and which were charg'd on the Earl, could not 
be conſtru d to amount to Treaſon, but only in ftritt Ri- 
gour to Miſdemeanours; as if to betray his Queen 
and his Country, was not the moſt flugitious of all 
Treaſons. The next Perſon who owr'd the Earl of 
Oxford, was another Auditor of the Impreſt, and 
another Brother of his by Marriage, Mir. Richard 
Filey who complain'd of the Hardſhip put upon tlie 
Earl, in charging him with High Treaſon hefore they 
had examin'd the Report, which Objection was an- 
ſwer'd before it was made by Mr. Secretary Stan- 
hope. It was matter of furprize to many to hear 
that Sir Foſeph Fekyl, a Gentleman, who by Educa- 
tion, Principle, and Practice, had been always Zea, 
lous for the Conſtitution, AW go about to extenu- 
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ate the Earl's Crime or his Puniſhment. What made 
it the more extraordinary was, that Sir Joſeph was 
bimſelf a Member of the Secret Committee; he ſaid, 
That as to the Lord Bollngbroke they had more than 
ſufficient Evidence to convict him of High Treaſon 
pon the Statute 25 Edw. III. But that, as to the Eart 
F Oxford, he doubted, whether they had either ſuffi- 
cicat Matter or Evidence to impeach him of Treaſon. 
To this an Honourable Member of the Committee 
of Secrecy reply'd, That beſides what had appear'd 
before them, and was mention'd in the Report, — had 
other Evidence, Vivi, Voce. Upon which without 
any Diviſion it was 


Reſolv'd, 


That this Houſe will Impeach Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford and Earl Mortimer of High Treaſon, and other 
Hip! Crimes and M.ſdemeanours. And 


Order'd, 

That it be referr'd to the Committee of Secrecy te 
draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare E vi- 
dence vga it Henry Viſcount Bolingbroke and Robert 
Earl os Oxford and Mortimer. 


The Earl of Oxford was too much concern'd in 


theſe Debates not to be fully acquainted with them; 


yet the next Morning the Iich of June, he went to 
the Houie of Peers, carrying with him the ſame diſ- 
ſembled I ook of Content and Gayety as he had put 
on ſince his firit Appearance there in this Parliament. 
But huding that moſt of the Members avoided fitting 
near him, and that even the Earl Paulet who had 
been advanc'd to a Staff and Garter by his Intereſt, 
was thy of exchanging a few Words with him, this 
wrought one of the moſt wonderful Effects that ever 
was ſeen in Man, for it put the Earl of Oxford out 
of Countenance ; and he who had iniulted all the 
Powers of Europe, and all the Peers of Great Britain, 

Was 
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( was at laſt aſham'd and retir'd out of the Houſe of 
* Lords. | 


The ſame Day Grey Nevil, Eſq; made a Motion 


in the Houſe of Commons. 


That Mr. Speaker do ſend a Printed Copy of the Re- 
port from the — of Secrecy to the Sheriff of eve- 
ry County, and to the Returning Officer of every City and 


Borough ſending Members to Parliament. 


Which was Order'd accordingly. 


Mr. Speaker when he ſaw Mr. Nevil afterwards 
out of the Houſe ſaid, 7 thank you, Sir, for the tron- 
ble you have given me by your Motion, but I wiſh you 
would let me know how I ſhall ſend them, To which 
Mr. Nevil reply'd, TI bring you an Almanack, Sir, 
where you ſhall find out all the Coaches and Carriers 


from London to any part of England. Mr. Speaker 
anſwer'd, Ido but rally, Ar, N, 


evil, not only I, but 
every good Briton is oblig'd to thank you for your Mo- 
tion, which will be the Occafion of letting them ſee how 
they were betray d by the late Miniſtry. Thus we may 
oblerve, that the Diſaffected needed not have been 
ſo forward to propoſe the Printing the Report, ſince 
the Loyal Party were ſo zealous to have it ſpread. 
On Wedneſday the 15th of June, Mr. Walpole from 
the Committee of Secrecy acquainted the Houſe, 
© That he was directed by the Committee to move 
the Houſe, that the Perſons taken into Cuſtody, 
© purſuant to the Order of the Houſe of the gth In- 
tant, might be examin'd in the moſt ſolemn manner 


© according to former Preſidents”. Upon which it 


Was 


Order d, 


© 'T hat ſuch Members of the Committee of Secrecy 

© who are Juſtices of the Peace for the County of 
* Middleſex, ſhould examine Matthew Prior, Eſq; 
* and Thomas Harley, Eſq; at the ſaid W 
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© touching Matters contain'd in the ſeveral Books 
© and Papers referr'd to them. 

It was hop'd Mr. Prior would have dealt ingeni- 
ouſly by the Cmmittee, he had had his Aſſignments 
punctually paid him, had been at Court, and in pri- 
vate Conference with ſome great Men; but it ſeems 
his Behaviour did not anſwer Expectation, for on 
the 17th of June the Chairman of the Committee ac- 
quainted the Houſe, © That purſuant to their Order, 
« Matthew Prior, Eſq; had been the Day before ex- 
© amin'd before the Committee of Secrecy, and du- 
© ring along Examination, there appear'd Matters 
© of ſuch Importance, that the Committee had di- 
© rected him to move the Houſe, that he might be 
© confin'd in cloſe Cuſtody, and no Perſon permit- 
© ted to come to him. Upon which it was | 


Order'd, 


© That Matthew Prior, Eſq; (now in Cuſtody of 
© the Serjeant at Arms) be confin'd in cloſe Cuftody, 
© and no Perſon permitted to come to him without 
© leave from Mr. Speaker. 


It was rumour'd, and not without Reaſon, that 
Mr. Prior had been three Hours in cloſe Conference 


with the Earl of Oxford, who had fo effectually tam- 


per'd with him, that he was more reſerv'd in anſwer- 
ing Queſtions than he had been before, and the Aſſu- 
rances he might have of Mr. Prior's Caution not to 
diſcover any thing material againſt him, but to act 
as it was then agreed between them, was probably 
the Occafion of that gay, contented Air which the 
Earl aſſum'd, while his Crimes were under conſide- 
ration, 

On the 7th of July, Mr. Walpole from the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy acquainted the Houle of Commons, 
* That the Committee had in Obedience to the 
© Commands of the Houſe, prepar'd Articles of Im- 
© peachment for High Treaſon, and other High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanours againſt Robert Earl of 

© Oxford 


7 
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* © Oxfordand Earl Mortimer, and that the Commit- 
© tee had commanded him at the ſame time to ac- 
© quaint the Houle, that they ſhould in a ſhort time 
© have further Articles to lay before the Houſe a- 
© gaipſt the ſaid Earl, and that the Committee had 
directed him to report the Articles already pre- 
© par'd to the Houſe”. Then this worthy Member 
* indefatigable in the Service of his King and Country, 
read the firſt ſixteen Articles of the Impeachment in 
bis Place, there being no more Exhibited at that 
time. He afterwards deliver'd the fame in at the 


Table, where they were once Read by the Clerk of 


the Houſe as uſual in ſuch Caſes. The Diſaffected, 
who while the Secret Committee were making their 
Inquiries, were for precipitating their Report, now 
they ſaw the Effect of them, they were for Delays, 
and putting the evil Hour off as long as they could, 
in hopes, doubtleſs, that ſome bad Incident or other 
from Abroad or at Home would happen to inter- 
rupt the Proſecution of this Affair. The Articles 
being read, a Member of that Party mov'd, © That 
© the further conſideration of them be adjourn'd to 
© that Day Sev'n- night, but it was carry'd without 
© dividing ”. And 
Order d, 
© That the ſaid Report be read the next Day. 


Accordingly on the 8th of July, the firſt Ten of 
the Articles of Impeachment againſt Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer were read a ſecond time, 
and the Queſtion being ſeverally put apon them, 
with Amendments to ſome of them, there was a long 
Debate from Two 'till Eight in the Evening, when 
they were agreed to by a Majority of 155 Voices. 


Leas 280. 
Noes 125. 
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Then a Motion being made, and the Queſt ion put, 
That the further conſideration of the ſaid Report 
be adjourn'd 'till next Morning. The Houſe divi- 
ded upon it, and it was carry'd in the Negative. 


Yeas 139. 
Noes 247. 


Upon which the Eleventh Article was read a ſe- 
cond time, and amended by the Houſe. This Arti- 
cle occaſion'd a long Debate, whether it was High 
"Treaſon or not. Sir Robert Raymund, who {ome Years 
before had refus'd to be Sacheverel's Council, but 
being remov'd from his place of Sollicitor-General, 
thought fit now to plead for the Earl of Oxford, 
maintain'd the Negative, fo did William Bromley, 
Eſq; Secretary of State, when the Earl was Treaſurer, 
Mr. Edward Harley, Auditor, Mr. Richard Foley, 
Auditor ; for it is remarkable, that this honourable 
and upright Treaſurer had got his Brother and Bro- 
ther in Law to be his Checks in the Execution of 
his Office, and to ſee that he kept his Accounts ho- 
neſtly and fairly. With theſe join'd two excellent 
Lawyers, Mr. Ward, and the before-mention'd Mr. 
Hungerford ;, but what they ſaid was not ſo worthy 
of Notice, as what came from Sir Joſeph Fekyl, one 
of the Members of the Secret Committee, and a Gen- 
tleman known to be always hearty for the Intereſts 
of the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover. Some pretend- 
ed this Oppoſition of his proceeded from Pigue, on 
the preference that had been made of ſome other 
Lawyer, in a Poſt of great Honour in the Law, to 
which Sir Joſeph hid very good Pretenſions from his 
Leal to the Government, and his long Services to 
the Publick, bat I who though a Stranger to his 
Perſon, am none to his Character, do vcrily believe 
what he ſaid were his real Sentiments, and that he 
was not capable of being byals'd in a publick Affair 
by private Conſiderations ; yet I muſt needs ſay, 


I cannot lay very great Streſs on his Arguments a- 
ga inſt 
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gainſt that Article's being High Treaſon, ſince it had 
— approv'd, and agreed to be ſuch by Nicholas 


Lechmere, Eſq; Sollicitor-General, by Spencer Cow- - 


per, Eſq; and other eminent Lawyers of the Secret 
Committee, Sir Joſeph Fekyl among other things ſaid, 
That it was ever his Principle te do Juſtice to every 
Body from the higheſt to the loweſt, being perſwaded 
that it was the Duty of an honeft Man never to att by 


the Committee of Secrecy he had taken the Liberty to 
differ from his Collegues; he would not ſcruple to de- 
clare now to the whole Houſe, that in his Judgment the 
charge in Queſtion did not amount to High Treaſon, 
This gave great Offence to the Members of the Com- 
mittee, it ſeem'd to be both a revealing and a cenſu- 
ring their Proceedings. People argu'd, that every 
Member of thit Committee was determin'd by a 
Majority there as well as in other Aſſemblies, and 
that the leaſt Sir Joſeph could have done was to have 
acquieſs'd in their Proceedings. Mr. Walpole as 
Chairman of that Committee, could not but reſent 
a little ſo open a RefleRion upon them, and ſpoke 
with ſome warmth to this Effect; That there were 
© both in and out of the Committee of Secrecy ſeve- 
© ral Perſons, who did not in the leaſt yield to the 
Member that ſpoke laſt in point of Honeſty, and 
* who without derogating from his Merit, were ſu- 
: perione to him in the Knowledge of the Laws. 
but who at the ſame time were fatisfy'd, that the 
charge ſpecify'd in the Eleventh Article amounted 
* to Treaſon”, The Reader will find the ſubſtance 
of all the Articles in the following Pages, to which 
refer him, when any one of them is mention d 
before he comes to them, and the Earl's An; 
ſwer to them. Mr. Walpole was backt by Mr, 
Secretary Stanhope, the Lord Coningsby, General 


Fasan, Hugh Boſcawen, Eſq, and John Ay/iabie, 


q; Members of the Secret Committee; and 


*. the- 


at he hop d he might pretend to have 
> ſome Knowledge of the Laws of the Kingdom, and as in 
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the Eleventh Article being amended, was agreed to 
by the Houſe. 


Yeas 247. 
Noes 127. 


Mr. Edward 1. did not leave bis Brother on 
this, or any the like Occaſion. He ſpoke in his Juſt i- 
fication, and did not forget the thread-bare Topick, 


that what he did was by the Queen's Commands. 


Now, if the King or Queen's Commands are ſuffici- 
ent to juftifie ill Miniſters in their Male-Admini- 
tration, 'twill be impoſſible to puniſh them, let 
them act as Arbitrarily and Tyrannically as they 
pleaſe. Thoſe Princes that are wicked, or fooliſh 
enough to employ ill Miniſters, will always ſupport 
them with their Authority. If neither Princes nor 
their Miniſters are accountable to the Laws, for 
God's ſake what are we the better · for our Liberty, 
for our Laws, for our Conſtitution ? I am amaz'd to 
ſee ſuch an Abſurd Nonſenſical Argument to be made 
vie of in an Aſſembly of Britons. To prove that the 
Treaſurer did only what the Queen would have him, 
the Auditor Harley offer'd to produce two Letters 
from Her Majeſty, and he inſiſted upon the Necelſity 
the Nation lay under to make a Peace ;, he added, The 
Dutch prolonged the War, and their Deputies in the 
Army had often prevented the giving the Enemy a de- 
ciſive Blow. But as this Member was by no means a 
Hero, and knew very little of Military Matters, he 
might well give General Cadogan an opportunity to 
expole his Ignorance ;, that General ſhew'd, © That 
* the Dutch were more concern'd than any Prince or 
* State in the Grand Alliance to put an End to the 
War. And he undertook to prove, That there 
* had not been any Campaign in Flanders, except 
* that in which the Duke of Or-:0vd commanded, 
that was not mark'd, and famous to all Poſterity, 
* for ſome ſignal Victory and glorions Event, to the 
Advantage of the common Caule”, Then the reſt 

| © 
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* of the ſixteen Articles were ſeverally read a ſecond 


time, and with Amendments to ſome of them agreed 
-> unto by the Houſe ; who 


Order'd, 
© That the (aid Articles be engroſſed. 
 <© Thata Clauſe be prepar'd, ſaving Liberty to 
„t the Commons toexhibit any further Articles againſt 
= the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
and that he may be ſequeſter'd from Parliament, 
J and committed to ſafe Cuſtody. 


i 
* 


Wich Clauſe purſuant to this Order was offer'd 
the next Day the ↄth of June to the Houſe, and be- 
ing twice read and agreed to, was order'd to be 

E ngroſt with the Articles of Impeachment. While 
this was doing, the Houſe of Commons order'd Hugh 
© Boſcawen, Eſq; Comptroller of His Majeſty's Houſ- 
- hold, to go to the Lords with a Meſſage, to deſire 

their Lordſhips would continue fitting ſome time, 
with which deſire their Lordſhips readily comply'd. 
After this, the Engroſs'd Articles of Impeachment 

dl againſt Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer 

were read; and it was 


f Order d, 
© That the Lord Coningsby do carry the ſaid Arti- 

© cles to the Lords. 
© That the Lord Coningsby be directed (before he 
Exhibit the ſaid Articles to the Lords) to Impeach 


© Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer to the 
„Effect following, Vix. | 


My LORDS, 


The Commons Aſſembled in Parliament, having re- 

eeiv'd Information of divers Traiterous Practices and 

\ Deſigns of a great Peer of this Houſe, Robert Earl of 

| Oxford and Earl Mortimer, have commanded me to 
| Impeach the ſaid Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer 
= of High Treaſon, and other High Crimes and Miſde- 
| F 2 | meanours. 
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meanours. And I do hereby in their Names, and in 
the Names of all the Commons of Great Britain, Im- 


peach Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer of 


Fligh Treaſon, and other High Crimes and Miſdemea- 
rours 5, I am further commanded by the Houſe of Com- 
noh; to pray and demand of your Lordſbips, That the 
Eafl Oxford and Earl Mortimer may be ſequeſter'd 
fred Parliament, and forthwith committed to ſafe Cu- 
Rody. hy 1 


The Houſe order'd Nicholas Lechmere, Eſq; Sol- 
licitor- General, to go alſo to the Lords with a Meſ- 
ſage, to deſire that their Lordſhips would direct that 
the Painted Chamber, the Lobby, and the paſſage to 
the Houſe of Lords might be clear d from any Crowd; 
which being done accordingly, the Lord Coningsby 
attended by near 250 Members of the Houſe of Com- 
71045, Went up to the Houſe of Peers, and at their 
Bar impeach'd Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 
timer in the Form above-mention'd, and then left 
with their Lordſhips the Articles of Impeachment : 
Here the Reader is deſir'd to turn to the Articles 
themſelves, which are Printed in the following Pages, 
together with the Earl of Oxford's Anſwer, that he 
might ſee them both at one View, and conſequently 
be the more Maſter of the whole matter. 

As ſoon as the Lord Coningsby and the Commons 
were withdrawn, a certain Lord, no Enemy to the 
late Minifiry mov'd, for Adjourning the conſidera- 
tion of thoſe Articles of Impeaclunent to the Monday 
tollowing, he was backt by ſeveral Peers of the ſame 
ſide, particularly by Dr. Atterbury Biſhop of Roche- 
Her, a Prelate of whole Piety, Charity, Humili- 
iy, LTemumper, and Principles, one can never ſay e- 
nough. He will think it no Diſhonour to him to 
lay, that he was in the Depths of the Meaſures of 
the late Miniſtry, one of their greateſt Corffidents, 
and moſt truſty Coumſellors. I ſhall expect his Lord- 
jhip in every Debate where their Intereſts or Perſons 
axe concern'd, and do not repeat what 1 have * 
* g | a 
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EZ he ſhould ſay for them, as if it had any Weight in 


but becauſe I would be impartial and declare 


it 
what [ know for and againſt them. 


I muſt here beg the Reader's pardon for digreſſing 
4 little to tell another Story, and that is of Sir Ed- 


ward Seymour, who every Body knew had no more 


. 
3 
* 


Learning than he had Manners or Virtue; yet Sir 
Edward would be always quoting Hiſtory, Sacred 
or Prophane, and ſometimes would blunder out 


ſome ſcraps of Latin, ſuch as he was furniſh'd with 


phy the Literati of the Faction, of which he was 


4 
* 


the Leader, and the Noble Earl we are ſpeak- 


ing of was one of his Converts and Pupils. Sir Ed- 


ward who had appear'd early in the Revolution, who 


Was the firſt mover of a Reſting Aſſociation at Exe- 
ter againſt King James, who was actually in Arms 


againſt Hereditary Right, who had been a Privy- 


Counſellor to King William, and one of the Lords of 


his Treaſury ; this ſame Sir Edward, becauſe he 


was not made a Prime Miniſter, put himſelf at the 


Head of the diſaffected Party, and poſted the Church 
in the Van of them, to defend them from all Aſſaults 


of their Opponents. I have been told, that Earl 


Robert headed a Troop of Herefordſhire Calivniſts at 


the Revolution, that he had a Fancy to be made a 


Colonel of a Regiment of Horſe, and becauſe he miſt 
of it, that he Liſted himſelf under Sir Edward Sey- 
mour, and left Daniel Burgeſſes or Tim. Cruſo's Con- 
venticle, to ſet up too for a Champion of the Church, 
which the Faction would needs have to be in Danger, 
as ſoon as twas deliver*d from Popery by King William. 
Theſe Men acted their ſeveral Parts againſt King Mil- 
liam and Queen Mary. Some of them were to tamper 
with the Fanaticks, and endeavour to divide that Inte- 
reſt from that of the Government. This was manag'd 
by the Harley's, Foley's, Winnington's, and ſome of 
them were to cry out, the Church, the Church; ſome 
to bawl aloud, no Commonwealth, Monarchy, and 
Jure divino; ſome to correſpond with the Jacobites 
and Non. jurors; ſome to enter into Conſpiracies F 
» b an 
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and ſome to ſupport them in it. Upon the bring: 
ing in the Bill againſt Sir 7ohn Fenwick to attaint 


that Traytor, ſeveral Speeches were made in favour 


of him by the Heads of the Faction, as Seymour, 
Harley, Harcourt, &c. And Sir Edward Seymour 
took Occaſion in one of the Debates to repeat a paſ- 
ſage out of Cicero, which related to Cethegus and 
Cataline, wherein the former ſpoke in the Senate in 
Vindication of the latter; but he blunder'd fo, that 
it made the Houſe merry with his Pedantry, and a 
Member, a Man of Wit and Learning, I think it was 
Lieutenant-General Mordaunt obſerv'd in his An- 
ſwer to him, that Sir Edward had forgot one main 
part of the Hiftory, and the principal Reaſon of Ce- 
thegus's Speeching it for Cataline, which was that Ce- 
thegus himſelf was in the ſame Conſpiracy. 

To return to the Biſhop of Rochefter's Speech for 
Earl Oxford, he ſaid, This Accuſation is of a very 
extraordinary a Nature, and ſo very Important, bath 
in it ſelf and its conſequences, that the Houſe ought to 
proceed on it with the utmoſt Caution and Deliberation. 
The Duke of A——/e was pleas'd to reply to this 
Biſhop,and with that Force and that Eloquence, which 

ive a grace to all his Reaſons, ſaid, © It was well 

known, the Prelate who ſpoke laſt had of late ſtu- 
© dy'd Politicks more than Divinity, and was tho- 
© roughly acquainted with the ſubject Matter of the 
Articles that lay before them; and therefore he 
© did not doubt, but his Lordſhip was now as ready 
© to ſpeak to them as he could ever be if he had more 
© time to conſider of them. After a Debate of about 
an Hour and half, the queſtion for Adjourning was 
put, and carry'd in the Negative, 


Leas 54. 
Noes 86. 


Upon this the Articles of Impeachment were read, 
and it took up 'till about Eight in the Evening. 
Then a Motion was made by a Peer, who was P 
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| * the Affirmative ſide in the Queſtion about Adjourn 


ing, That the Judges might be conſulted to ſatisfie the 
Honſe, whethcr the charge contain d in the ſaid Arti- 
cles amounted to High Treaſom, We cannot fail of 
meeting the Earl of Oxferd's old Friend, the Lord 
Harcourt in this Debate, as alſo the Lord Trevor, 
who though a Lawyer, and a Chief Juſtice, yet com- 
* ply'd with Oxford ſo far, as to ſuffer him to make 
him one of his Dozen. Theſe were alſo for conſult- 
” ing the Judges, as was the Duke of Shrewsbury, who 


was pleas'd to accept of a Share in the late Peace, 


and to go Ambaſſadour to Fraxce after the making 
+ of it. The Duke of Leeds jgin'd in with them on 


this Occaſion, as did Earl Pt, the ſame that pro- 


= vok'd the temper of one of the moſt ſtoical Lords in 


the World, the Duke of Marlborough, and 185 bar- 


barous Reflection on ert he of that Illuſtri- 
ous Hero, drew a Challengeghimſelf, which he was 


too diſcreet to anſwer. The _ North and Grey, 


who ſometime before, the iſt of June, had ſpo- 
=> ken in behalf of the Af fimajgrs in Newgate, now 
© ſpoke in behalf of the Earl Oxford. The Biſhop 
of Rochefter was at it again, but the Lord Chancel- 
lor Comper, their Graces the Dukes of Argyle and 
' Montreſs, the Earls of Nottingham, Sunderland 
Dorſet, and Ia, the Lord Viſcount Townſhend, and 
ſome other Loyal Peers oppos'd Delays in fo im- 
portant an Aﬀair, The Lord Trevor having gone 
ſo far as to declare his Opinion, that none of the Ar- 
ricles amounted to High Treaſon, He was anſwer'd 
by the Lord Chancellor, who by many ſtrong Argu- 
ments ſhew'd the contrary, and challeng'd all the 
Lawyers in England to diſprove them. But as Ar- 
2 were not likely to ſatisfy ſuch as could de- 
end the late Miniſters, their Friends ſtill inſiſted 


upon it to have the Judges conſulted. To this the 


FEarſof Nottingham reply'd, That inſtead of fa- 

* youring thereby the Noble Perſon who had the 
- © misfortune to be Impeach'd, as undoubtedly they 
meant it, they might on the contrary do him a 
; © great 


* 
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reat prejudice; for if upon conſulting the Judges, 
- Co declar'd the charge to amount to Treaſon, the 
© ſaid Lord would ſtand prejudg'd before he was 
© brought to his Trial“. Other Noble Peers ſpoke 
in the ſame Debate, which ended in putting the Que- 
tion upon the Motion before-mention'd for conſulting 
the Judges, and it was carry'd in the Negative. 


Yeas - 
Noes 84. 

Then a Motion was made by a Lord of the Loyal 
Party, for committing the Earl of Oxford to ſafe Cu- 
ftody. This occaſion'd a freſh and a warm Debate, ſe- 
veral Lords ſpoke for and againft it, and the Queſti- 
on being about to be put, the Earl thought it high 


time for him to ſpeak for himſelf, which he did to 
this Effect. 


Aly Lora, | 

© FT isavery great Misfortune for any Man to fall 
© under the Diſpleaſure of fo great and ſo power- 
* ful a Body as the Commons of Great Britain: And 
© this Misfortune is the heavier upon me, becauſe [ 
© had the Honour to be plac'd at the Head of the 
late Miniſtry, and muſt now, it ſeems, be made 
* accountable for all the Meaſures that were then 
© purſu'd, But, on the other hand, tis a very great 
Comfort to me under this Misfortune, that I have 
© the Honour to be a Member of this auguſt Aﬀem- 
* bly : An Aſſembly which always ſquares their Pro- 
* ceedings and Judgments by the Rules of Honour, 
* Juſtice, and Equity; and is not to be byaſs'd by 
a Spirit of Party. 


My Lord, 
© I could ſay a great deal to clear my ſelf of the 
© Charge which is brought againſt me; but as I now 
© labour under an Indiſpoſition of Body, beſides the 
Fatigue of this long Sitting, I ſhall contract what 
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] have to ſay within a very narrow Compaſs. This 
whole Accuſation may, it ſeems, be reduc'd to the 
Negotiation and Concluſion of the Peace : That 
the Nation wanted a Peace, no Body will deny; 
and, I hope, it will be as eafily made. out, thar 
the Conditions of this Peace are as good as could 
be expected, conſidering the Circumſtances where- 
in it was made, and the Backwardneſs and Re- 
luctancy which ſome of the Allies ſhew'd to come 
in to the Queen's Meaſures. © This is certain, that 
the Peace, as bad as it is now repreſented, was 
approvd by Two ſucceſſive Parliaments. It is, 
indeed, ſuggeſted againſt this Peace, that it was a 
ſeparate One: But, I hope, my Lord, it will be 
made appear, that it was General; and that twas 
France, and not Great Britain, that made the firſt 
ſteps towards a Negotiation. And, my Lard, | 
will be bold to ſay, that during my whole Admi- 
niſtration, the Sovereign upon the Throne was 
loy'd at Home, and fear'd Abroad, . 
© As to the Buſineſs of Tournay, which is made a 
Capital Charge, I can ſafely aver, that I had no 
manner of Share in it; and that the ſame was 
wholly trauſacted by that unfortunate Nobleman 
who thought fit to ſtep aſide : But 1 dare ſay in his 
behalf, tnat if this Charge could be prov'd, it 
would not amount to Treaſon, For my own part, 
as I always ated by the immediate Directions and 
Commands of the Jate Queen, and never offended 
againft any known Law, I am juſtify'd in my own 
Conſcience, and unconcern'd for the Life of an 
inſignificant Old Man. But I cannot, without the 
higheſt Ingratitude, be unconcern'd for the beſt 
of Queens: A Queen who heap'd upon me Ho- 
nours and Preferments, though I never ask d for 
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t them; and therefore I think my ſelf under an Ob- 


4 ligation to vindicate Her Memory, and the Mea- 
ſures ſhe purſu'd, to my Dying Breath. 
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A Lord, 

© If Miniſters of State, acting by the immediate 
Commands of their Sovereign, are afterwards to 
be made accountable for their Proceedings, it may, 
one Day or other, be the Caſe of all the Members 
of this augnit Aſſembly ; 1 don't doubt, therefore, 
that out of Regard to your ſelves, your Lordſhips 
will give me an equitable He..ing ; and I hope 
© that, in the Profecution of this Inquiry, it will 
© appear, that I have merited not only the Indul- 
* gence, but likewiſe the Fayour of the Government. 


Ay Lord, 


I am now to take my leave of your Lordſhip, 
and of this Honourable Houſe, perhaps for ever ! 
* Tihall lay down my Life with Pleaſure, in a Cauſe 
* favour'd by my late dear Royal Miſtreſs. And 
* when I confider that ] am to be judg'd by the Ju- 
ſtice, Honour, and Virtue of my Peers, I ſhall 
acquieſce, and retire with great Content: And, 
my Lord, God's Will be done. 


When the Earl! of Oxford had done ſpeaking, the 
Duke of Shrewsbiry acquainted the Houſe, That 
the ſaid Earl was at preſent very much indiſpos'd 
with the Gravel, and therefore he hop'd the Houſe 
* would not immediately fend him to the Tower, 
© but ſuffer him to be for two or three Days under 
the Cuſtody of the Black Rod at his own Houſe, 
* where he might have the Attendance and Aſſiſtance 
© of his Relations and Servants, That, however he, 
© the Duke of Shrewsbirry did not propoſe this as a 
* Motion, becauſe he was againſt committing him at 
© all, bur only left it to the conſideration of the 
* Houſe . This Duke was ſeconded by Earl Paulet, 
and no Oppoſition being made to it, the Earl of Oæ- 
ford withdrew, leaving Word with the Uſher of the 
Black Rod, that he would be at Home, After this 
the Queſtion was put, that the ſaid Earl be _ 
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mitted to ſafe Cuſtody, and it was carry'd in the 
A ffir mative. 


Yeas 82. 
Noes 50. 


Theſe Debates were ſo long, that the Houſe did 
not riſe 'till a Quarter paſt One in the Morning, 
when Sir William Olay:, Uſher of the Black Red, 
went to the Earl of Oxford's Houſe, communicated 
to him the Order of the Houſe of Peers for taking 
him into Cuſtody, and left ſome of his Officers for 
that purpoſe in his Houle. | 

The Earl who was the moſt unpopular Perſon in 
Great Britain, had however a Mob at his Heels when 
he went from the Houſe of Lords. The Rabble was 
then in the height of their Ferment. The Leuity of 
the Government had given them ſuch Heart that they 
ſtood out in Defiance of it, and affected to do any thing 
that might ſhew their Inſolence. They had been 
us'd to Riot ever ſince Sacheverel's Tryal, and they 
were loath to loſe the Power they had Ulurp'd, out 
of ſpite to the Miniſtry whom His Majeſty had made, 
and not out of Love to thoſe he had remov'd; they 
cry'd out, Ormond for ever, Oxford for ever, and 
larded it with Higb Church, High Church, and Sa- 
cheverel for ever. It was obſerv'd, that of twenty 
Biſhops who were in the Houte when the Queſtion 
for committing the Earl of Oxford to ſufe C:iftody 
was put, ſix only were againſt it, viz, 


Sir i/:/iam Dams, Arch-Biſhop of York. 

Dr. Nathaniel Crew, Biſhop of Durham. 

Dr. John Rovinſon, Biſhop of London, late Ple- 
nipotentiary at Utrecht. 

Dr. Francis Atterbury, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 

Dr. George Smalridge, Biſhop of Briſtol. 

Dr, Haucis Gaſtrel, Bilhop of Cheſter. 
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Of- theſe, Four were made Biſhops by his Intereſt 
chiefly, and during his Miniſtry, and Dr. Crew not 
only diſtinguiſh'd himſelf in this caſe, but many 
Years before in being one of King James's High Com- 
miſſion Court, &c, As for his Grace of York, I know 
nothing of him, but by this and ſome other Votes of 
the like Nature. | | 
On Monday the 11th of July, the Lord Coningsby 
acquainted the Commons, © That he did the Saturday 
© before at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, Impeach 
© Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer of High 
© Treaſon, and other High Crimes and Miſdemea- 
* nours, and deliver'd in the Articles of Impeach- 
© ment againſt him, and did pray and demand that 
© the (aid Earl might be ſequeſter'd from Parliament, 
© and forthwith committed to ſafe Cuſtody “. The 
ſame Day the Lords order'd, that the Earl of Oxford 
be brought to the Bar of their Houle the next Morn- 
ing in order to be ſent to the Tower, and then their 
Lordſhips ſent a Meſſage to the Commons to acquaint 
that Honourable Houle, © That the Lords had or- 
* der'd the Black Red to attach and take into ſafe 
© Cuſtody Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
© and that the Black Red had return'd to the Lords, 
© that he had accordingly attach'd the ſaid Earl, 
© and had him now in fate Cultody. | 
Purſuant to the above mention'd Order of the 
Houſe, the E:rl of Oxford was next Morning the 
12th of July brought to the Bar of the Houſe of 
Lords, where having receiv'd a Copy of the Articles 
of Impeachment againſt him, he repreſented to their 
Lordil:ips, © That the ableſt Men in the Nation had 
© been many Weeks in drawing up thoſe long Arti- 
cles againſt him; and therefore, he hop'd, the 
* Houſe would allow him a proportionable time to 
© anſwer them, he return'd their Lordſhip's hearty 
* Thanks jor their great Humanity ia not ſending 
© him to the Tower the Saturday before, and as he 
* ſtil] labour'd under the ſame Indiſpoſition of Body, 
* he humbly delir'd their Lordſhips to permit him 
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5 to continue ſome few Days more at his own Houſe 
under the Cuſtody of the Black Rod. Then the 
Far! withdrawing into the Black Rod Room, the 
Lords reſoly'd to allow him a Month to anſwer the 
Articles of Impeachment, and as to his laſt Requeſt, 
Dr. Mead one of his Lordſhip's Phyſicians being con- 
ſulted, and having made an Afﬀidavit, That if the 
Earl was ſent to the Tower, his Life would be in Dan- 
ger. A Motion was made, That he might continue 


in his Houſe till the Monday following; but this was 


oppos'd, and after a warm Debate it was carry'd 
that he ſhould be ſent to the Tower on the Saturday 
following, the 16th of July. | 

One cannot enough commend the great Zeal of 
Dr. Mead, for the Preſervation of the Earl of Ox- 
ford's Health, he declares it will kill him to carry 
him a Mile farther in a good eaſy Chair, or if he 
ſhould change his Lodgings in his Houſe at Park 
Place, for an Apartment in ſo open and fo airy a 
Place as the Parade in the Tower ; but this good 
Doctor, the Son of Matthew Mead the Indepen- 
dant Preacher at Stepney, the great Engroſſer of 
Trufts for the Orphans of Fanaticks, and Brother to 
Mr. Samuel Mead, who left a Presbyterian Pulpit 
for the Bar: This good Doctor, I ſay, had great 
Tenderneſs for the Life of a Peer, who like him, 
was not only become a Convert to Church, but to 
High Church, His Brother Samuel being alſo in the 
ſame Diſpoſition, won over by the Careſſes of the 
Chancellor Harcourt ; I take Notice of theſe Endear- 
ments between them, to ſee how natural it is for Spi- 
ritual and Temporal new Converts to hang together. 

There was a Paſſage in the Debate of this Day 
the 12th of July, which occaſion'd a great deal of 
Warmth in the Houſe. The Earl of Angleſea having 
ſaid, © That it was to be fear'd theſe violent Mea- 


fures would make the Scepter ſhake in the King's Hand, 


Moſt of the Members of that auguſt Aſſembly took 
Offence at this Suggeſtion; ſome cry'd to the Tower, 
and others only to Order, The brave Earl of Sus 
| therland; 
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therland, one of the ſixteen Peers of North Britains 
who in the Heat of the late Hizb Church Tyranny, 
gave ſignal Proots of his Affection to the Hanover 
Succeſtion, roſe up and ſaid, Fic trembled with In- 
dignation to hear ſuch Words ſaid in that Noble Aſ- 
ſembly, that if they had been ſpoke any where elſe, he 
would call the Perſon that ſpoke thein to Acconnt, but 
all that he could do there, was to move, that he might 
explain himſelf, Sentiments worthy ſo Loyal and fo 
Valiant a Peer. The Earl of Sutherland was ſecond- 
ed by his Grace the Duke of Roxburgh, another Peer 
of North Britain, of eminent Zeal and Affection for 
the preſent happy Settlement, who among other 
things ſaid, That the Scepter was ſo well Rivetted in 
the King's Hand, that inſtead of ſhaking, it would cruſh 
all His Majeſtys Enemies, The Earl of Berkley, and 
ſome other Lords backt alſo the Earl of Sutherland's 


Motion, npon which the Earl of Angleſea ſtood up 


and ſaid, That it was but too manifeſt by the Riots 
that were daily committed in ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom; that the Nation in —— was againſt 
© theſe Impeachments; that for his own part he was 
ſo far from approving thoſe Tumultuous Aſſemblies 
and Diſorders, that he rather wiſh'd a ſtop might 
ſpeedily be put to them by Exemplary Puniſhment; 
that he had on ſeveral Occaſions given ſufficient 
Proofs of his Zeal and Affection for the Pevol;nriow, 
and the Proteſtant Succeſſion; that what he had 
now advanc'd was the Reſult of the ſame Zeal for 
the Peace and Proſperity of His Majeſty's Reign. 
However, if he had been ſo unhappy as by any 
unguarded or paſſionate Expreſſion, to give Of- 
fence to that auguſt Aſſembly, he was very lorry for 
it. This Explanation of his L ordihip did not give 
Satisfaction to many of the Noble Peers, who {till 
enclin d to have the Earlof Angleſea ſent to the Tower, 
but the very Words he had ipoken not having been 
taken down in Writing, the Houle admitted of his 
1 Excuſe, and the Matter went no far- 
ther. 
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In this Days diviſion to the Biſhops before-menti- 
on'd, muſt be added on the Earl of Oxford's ſide, Dr. 
Hooper, Biſhop of | Bath and Wells, and Dr. Otely, 
Biſhop of Sr. Davids, the latter one of his own ma- 
king, the former a Succeſſor of Ken, whoſe Political 
Merit is well known. The Earl was blam'd by ma- 
ny for putting off his going to the Tower, They ſaid 
it did not conſiſt with the Firmneſs and Reſolution 
he had hitherto ſhewn, and that if he had wanted 
Phyſicians, he might have had them as well at the 
Tower as at St. James's, On Friday the 15th of July, 
the Houle of Lords adjourn'd to the Monday follow- 
ing, to avoid, as it was generally {urmis'd aiy freſh 
Motion, which the Earl of Oxford's Friends might 
make for deferring his being ſent to the Tower, whi- 
ther according to Order he was carry'd by the Uſher 
of the Black Rod, on Saturday Fuly 16th, about Eight 
a Clock in the Evehiog, in the Earl's Chariot, at- 
tended by two Hackney Coaches, in which were the 
Earl's Wiſe and Son, and ſome other of his Relations 
and Servants. Though theſe three Coaches went from 
his Houſe at Park Place near St. James's Palace, up 
St. James's-Street, and then through Piccadilly, Mon- 
mouth-Street, Holbourn, and other leſs frequented 
Places, as 'twas thought to avoid a Crowd, yet were 
they attended by a great Company of Rabble, it be- 
ing at the time when the Hob was moſt Rampant, 
and in Rebellion in other parts of the Kingdom. 1 
have obſerv'd, that this Earl, who did nothing, and 
ſaid nothing with a good Grace, who had no Addreſs 
nor agreeable Mien, and who had never done any 
thing in the World to gain him the Affection of the 
People, had however the Cry of this ſelect Populace 
on his fide. Thoſe that bawl'd Oxford, would have 
bawl'd the Pope, the Devil, or the Pretender, would 
have cry'd out as they did at the City Election for 
Members of Parliament before Queen Anne's Death, 
no Merchants, no Trade, tor they muſt be the moſt 
ſtupid Raſcals that ever liv'd to have a Word in their 
Mouths for ſuch a Man as Oxford ; yet after = 
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had follow'd him to the Tower, their Number being 


encreaſt as they came back, they rais'd an Vproar in 
the Streets with their cry of High Church, Ormond, 
and Oxford for ever, and when they came to St. 
Martin's: Lane, Weſtminſter, ſome of them grew ſo 
outragious as to throw Stones at and break the Win- 
dows of ſeveral Houſes, upon which three or. four 
of — Rioters were ſciz d and carry'd to the Round- 
Houſe. | i 
When the Earl was firſt lodg'd in the Tower, he 
was ata Warder's Houſe, where it was thought he 
took too much Liberty, ſo under pretence of carry- 
ing him to a more airy convenient Lodging, he was re- 
mov'd to Mr. Doyley's, the Deputy - Governours. He 
was very ill after he came thither, and People be- 


gan to be afraid he would by his Diſeaſe eſcape the 


tiands of Juſtice, but his Phyſicians and Surgeon did 
him ſo much good, that he ſoon grew out of Danger ; 
6 the Surgeon ſwore, Du him, he believ d he 
ſhould patch him up for the Block. Having receiv'd 
the Articles againſt him, he bad Leiſure during his 
Confinement to conſider of an Anſwer, in which he 
was very much help'd by his Son Duplin, one of his 
Dozen too, Mr. Samuel Mead the Lawyer, Con. 
Phips, and Taylor the Attorney of Briaewcll, It 
is ſaid, the late Chancellor, and the Lord Tx, 
another of his Dozen, aſſiſted him with their advice, 
but whoever drew his Anſwer for him, they had 
Heads and Conſciences, that very well match'd his 
own, there being hardly a true Word in it, of which 
more in its due place. | | 

On Sxturday the zoth of July, the Right Honou- 
rable Robert Walpole, Eſq; reported from the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, © That they had directed him to 
* exhibit further Articles of Impeachment of High 
© Crimes and Miſdemeanours againſt Robert Earl of 
© Oxford and Earl Mortimer; which he read in his 
place, and afterwards deliver'd them in at the Table, 
were they were read. The diſafetled in all Debates 


about this Matter diſtinguiſh'd themſelves, by Endea- 
yours 
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yours to have it delay'd for Reaſons already ſpoken 
cf; and now the Queſtion was put, that the fur- 
ther conſideration of the ſaid Articles be adjourn'd 
ill the Tweſday following, and it paſt in the Nega- 
tive. After this it was 


Order d, | "7 
That the ſaid Articles be read Article by Article, 
which was done accordingly, and with Amendments 


to one of them, upon the Queſtion ſeverally put, 
they were agreed to by the Houſe, who 


Order'd, | 
That a Clauſe be prepar'd for ſaving Liberty to 
the Commons, to exhibit any further Articles agaa 
the ſaid Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer: [Then 
the Commons by Reaſon of His Majeſty's happy Ac 
ceſſion to the Throne, which fell on Monday the iſt 
of Auguſt, adjourn d to Tueſday the 2d, when the 
engroſs'd further Articles of Impeachment againſt 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, for High 


Crimes and Miſdemeanours, were read, after which 
it was 


- Order'd, 
That the Lord Coningsby do carry the ſaid Arti- 


— to the Lords, which his Lordſhip did immedi- 
ately. 5 


Theſe ſubſequent Articles were fix in Number; 
and now the whole made Twenty-two Articles, 
which are of a great Length, but finding fixteen of 
them admirably well abridg'd in the Engliþman of 
the 5th of Auguſt, I ſnhall make uſe of that Abridg- 
ment, and by the Example of that Author, contract 
the remaining ſix Articles keeping the Sahſtance of 
them, and omitting the Form, I thall alſo add the 
Earl of Oxford's Anſwer to each Article, following 
the ſame Method of giving the Sahſtance, and neg- 
tecting the Form, by _—_ means the Reader wm 

| Rave 


1711. that he believes thoſe Propoſals were commu- 


. 
have at once a clear View of both the Articles and the 
Anſwer. 
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The Subſtance of the Articles of Impeachment 


of High Treaſon, and High Crimes and Miſ- 
demeanoars againſt Robert Earl of Oxford 
and Earl Mortimer, and the ſaid Earls 
Anſwer thereunto. 7 


AR TICLEL 


8 T* A J the Earl of Oxford, having contrived the 
© ſetting on foot a ſeperate Treaty of Peace 

© between Great-Br/rain and France, without the 

© Knowledge of the Allies, advis'd Her late Majeſty 

© toſend Mr. Prior into France with Propoſitions of 
© Peace, one Article of which was, That the Negocia- © 
© tion thould be kept ſecret, tho' the French King b 
Mr. de Torcy had offered to treat with the Minifters 
© of England and Holland alone, or jointly with the 
© reſt of the Allies, at the Choice of England. This 
Conduct gave France an Opportunity of creating 
; 8 Jealouſies between Her Majeſty and Her 
ies. 


Earl of Oxford's Anſwer to the Firſt Article. 


That he always had the greateſt Regard to the 
Honour and Safety of Her late Majeſty and Her 
Kingdoms, aud to all Her Engagements by Treaties, 
that he never was in the French Intereſt. He utter- 
ly denies his fetting on Foot a ſeparate Treaty with 
France, or that he knew of any ones doing ſo. That 
Monſicur de Torcy ſent Propoſals of Peace in April 


nicated to the Dutch, who ſaid they were weary of 
the War, and would join in any Meaſures for — 
eace. 
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Peace. That Mr. Prior was ſent to France to get an 
Explabation of Torcy's offers, but he denies that he 
advis'd the Queen to fend him, without communica- 
ting it to the Allies, or that he knew of any Power 
he had to make any Propoſitions to France, which 
betray'd the common Intereſt of Europe, or that he 
advis'd the inſerting any Article in the Propoſitions 
to keep the Negociation ſecret, but if there were, he 
obſerves, it is the right of every Member of a Con- 
federacy ſo to do, that the Dutch made Demands for 


themſelves in the Negotiations at the Hague and 


Gertruydenberg, that keeping the Secret could be na 
Prejudice to the Allies. That Torcy offering to treat 
with the Allies, related only to the manner of Treat- 
ing, when the Conferences ſhould be open'd. That 
Her Majeſty was for admitting all the Allies to thoſe 
Conferences, and that he does not know of any Ne- 
gotiations that were contriv'd to give the Enemy 
power to create Miſuhderſtandings between Her 
Majeſty and Her Allies. 


ARTICLE Il. 


© That the ſaid Earl, without Authority, conferr'd 
* with Mr. Meſnager, and advis'd and promoted 
© the making a ſeperate Agreement between Great 
Britain and France, in which even the Intereſts of 
© Great Britain are given up, and the Dake of Anjou 
© admitted to be King of Spain. This Agreement was 
© fign'd by Meſnager on the Part of Fance, and by 
© the Earl of Dartmouth and Mr. & John on the Part 
© of England, by virtue only of the Queen's Sign Ma- 
© nual under the Signet, and without the leaſt Know- 
f ledge of the Allies. 


Anſwer tothe Second Article, 


That Monſieur Meſnager brought a Letter from 
the French King to Queen Anne, acknowledging Her 
Majeſty Queen of Great Britain, that he —_ 

| : H 2 un 
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full Power to treat of a Peace. That it is uſual for 
Privy-Counſellors in England, to treat with Foreign 
Miniſters by Verbal Orders from the Sovereign. 
He denies that he treated with Meſnager unlawfully, 
or without Authority, or that he advis d a ſeparate 
Agreement; He owns there were Preliminaries 
ſign'd, and the Queen accepted of them, but he leaves 
it to Judgment, whether thoſe Preliminaries can be 
call'd a ſeperate Treaty; he believes the Allies knew 
of them, but denies that the Duke of Anjou was to be 
admitted King of Spain, he ſays that the Queen did not 
then intend it; he denies that he adyis'd the Agree- 
ment ſign'd by the Lord Dartmouth and Henry St. 
John, or that he aſſum'd Regal Power, or that he 


aim'd to diſſolve the Grand Alliance by a ſeparate 


A. ty. 
ARTICLE m. 


© That the ſaid Earl contriv'd the forming a Set of 
© general Preliminaries, entituled, Preliminary Arti- 
© cles on the Part of France to come to a general Peace 
© to be {1gn'd by the Sieur Meſuager only; and advis 
© Her Majeſty to accept the ſaid Preliminaries, and 
* commu13:cate them to the Miniſters of the Allies then 
© reſiding in England, and afterwards to the States 
Generel, as the Ground of a general Negociation of 
© Peace, as if the ſame were the only TranſaRions 
© that had been on this Subject between Great Britain 
* and France, And that he farther advis'd, the Sign- 
© ing and Delivering to the Earl of Srrafford certain In- 
ſtructions, which contained Matters falſe and pre- 
© varicating ;-and were calculated only to hide from 
© the States- General the pernicious Meaſures which 
were then under Tranſaction in England, 


Anſwer to the Third Arzicles 


He denies his contriving the Preliminary Articles 
on the Part of Frajice, but owns that they were <? 
ceiv 
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ceiv'd by the Queen, and believes they were commu- 
nicated to the Miniſters of the Allies in England ; 
he refers it to Judgment, whether it was Criminal 
to adviſe the receiving Articles for reaſonable Satis- 
faction to Great Britain and Her Allies, eſpecially 
when thoſe Articles were not to be binding ; he con- 
ceives, that any Migilter mag. have advis'd the ac- 
cepting of thoſe Pre Without offending any 
known Law, becauſe the Proceedings upon thoſe 
Preliminaries could not be more unſafe, than pro- 
ceeding without any at all ; he denies that thoſe 
Preliminaries were induſtriouſly conceal'd from the 
Allies, &c. or that he advis'd the accepting of them, 
or the communicating, of them to the Dutch, as a 
ſafficient Foundation to open the Conferences; he 
owns that Inſtructions were ſent to the Earl of Straf- 
ford, but they were not falſe and prevaricating ; he 
owns that the Queen procur'd an Explanation of 
Torcy's firſt Offers, which was contain'd in Meſna- 
ger's Preliminaries, and that ſhe got the Allies to 
enter into a Negotiation of Peace, for the Good and 
Eaſe of Her People: And he takes the Liberty to 
affirm, that he acted as well with Reference to the 
Peace, as all other Matters of State, with the higheſt 
Regard to the Honour of the Queen, and the vtmoſt 
Leal for the Welfare of Her People. 


ARTICLE IV. 


© That the faid Earl, by his evil Influence, ren- 
© der'd the Repreſentations of the Dutch Miniſter Mr. 
© Buys ineffectual ; and either falſely declar'd, or 
© was privy to adviſing and conſenting, that it 
e ſhoud be declar'd, as it was, in Her Majeſty's 
© Name, That She had made no ſeperate Treaty with 
France, nor ever would make any without anſwering 
* all Engagements to Her Allies, | 
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Anſwer to the Fourth Article; 


He does not remember what was ſaid by Mr. Buys 
to the Queen in relation to the Peace, and what was 
ſaid to him was not by his Advice or Contrivance; 
but he believes it was true, and the Queen's Inten- 
tions, and he does not know wherein Meſnager's 
Preliminaries were inconſiſtent with the Declaration 
made to Mr. Buys's. | 


rern VT, 


© That by the Advice of the ſaid Earl, the Queen's 
© Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht were inſtructed to in- 
© fiſt on the Reſtitution of Spain and the Meſt-· Indies; 
© tho' it was before agreed in the private Treaty be- 
© tween England and France, that hey ſhould conti- 
© nue in a Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon. 


A ” 7 1 «.. $7 * 2 3 ING: 1 4 oy 


Anſwer to the Fifth Article, 


He admits, that the Biſhop of Briſtol and the Earl 
of Strafford were made Her Majeſty's Plenipotentia- 
ries to treat of a Peace at Utrecht, that then no 
Treaty to yield Spain to any Branch of the Houſe of 
Bourbon had been nenctiated, that at firſt the Duke 
of Anjou was to have Savoy and Sicily, and the Duke ; 
of Savoy, Spain and the Indies, that he heard the 
Queen ſay, She believ'd the Proſpect King Philip had 
of ſucceeding to the Crown of France, would be an In- 

cement to him to be eaſy with that Allotment, And 
France would be better pleas'd to have Savoy and its 
Dominions, than that Spain ſhould be left in a young- 
er Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon, under Condition L 
of a Renunciation of the Crown of France, That 
King Philip afterwards reſus d to accept of Savoy, | 
and thinks no Miniſter can be ſafe if he is charg'd 
with adviſing Inſtructions, which by intervening F 
Circumſtances become improper, which, dns: 

ce | 
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he does not admit, or that he'ever was in any Con- 


federacy with the Enemy's Miniſters to impoſe on 
the Allies. | 


ARTICLE VL 


© That the ſaid Earl, during the Time the Negocia- 
* tions at Utrecht were delay'd and kept in Suſpence, 
©continu'd a ſeperate and unjuſtifiable Negociation 
© with France, directly from England to Fance; and 
* concerted with the Miniſters of the Enemy, Terms 
© of Peace highly Prejudicial to the Intereſts of Her 
© Majeſty and Her Allies. 


Anſwer to the Sixth Article. 


That he is perſwaded, the Queen and Her Mini- 


ſters a&ed in perfe& Confidence with the Allies, and 


to promote the common Intereſt by the Conferences 
of Peace at Utrecht that he knows not that — 
of the Queen's Miniſters contributed to delay thoſe 
Conferences, by encouraging the French to refuſe to 
anſwer the Demands of the Allies in Writing ; that 
if any Miniſter did write from England to France 
about particular Points by the Queen's Authority, 
he doth not apprehend it to be againſt Law; that 
he knows of no Negotiation carry'd on without the 
Knowledge of the Allies. He denies that he aſſum'd 
Regal Authority, or promoted the Enemy's Deſigns 
in Violation of the Queen's Alliances, or concerted 
any Terms of Peace prejudicial to the Intereſt of the 
Queen or Her Allies. 


ARTICLE hh 
© That the ſaid Earl treacherouſly advis'd Her Ma- 


* jeſty to accept a Renunciation, which had been de- 
clar d void even by the Miniſtcr of France. 


Anſwer 


—— * 
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Anſwer to the Seventh Article. 


He never advis'd Her Majeſty to let the Duke of 
Aujou keep Spain, or to accept of his Renunciation 
of France ; he never heard of any Memorial about it 
ſent from Torcy to any Miniſter in England. But he 
does not ſee why he might not have advis'd it, rather 
than continue the War, and if there was ſuch a Me- 
morial about the Invalidity of the Renunciation; 
he believes it was deſign'd by the Court of Fance to 
hinder it only, becauſe it would more effectually 
prevent the Union of the Two Crowns; he never 
gave any Advice that betray'd the Common Cauſe, 
and does not believe the Queen could be engag'd 
in any Deceit with France, whatever Credit he had, 
he always made uſe of it for Her Service, and Her 


People's good. 
ARTICLE VIII. 


That notwithſtanding the Queen had reconimended 
© to Her Parliment to make Proviſion for an early 


Campaign, and that vaſt. Supplies were granted 


for that Purpoſe ; and that the Stares- General had 
© been frequently aſſur'd, in Her Majeſty's Name, 
© that Her Intentions were to carry on the War with 
© Vigour in concert with them; and that the Confe- 
© derate Army, the fineſt and ſtrongeſt that had been 
* ſeen during the War, was marched, in Agreement 
© with Her Majeſty's General, almoſt to the very 
© Frontiers of the Enemy ; notwithſtanding. all this, 
© the ſaid Earl was privy to Conlenting and Adviſing, 
© that an Order ſhould be ſent, in the Queen's Name, 
© to the Duke of Ormond in Flanders, to avoid enga- 
ging in either Siege or Battle, till farther Orders; 
© though nothing was then ſettled for the Intereſt of 
© Great Britain, and tho' the King of Spain had not yet 
© conſented to the Renunciation of his Right to the 


* Crown of France, The ſaid Earl did likewiſe urs 
* that 


ff OE ES 
N that Orders ſhould be ſent to the Biſhop of Briſtol, 
to take the firſt Opportunity todeclare to the Dutch 
* Miniſters, That Her Majeſty look'd on Herſelf to 
© be under no farther Obligation to them : And after 
the States had by Letter beſought the Queen in the 
© moſt moving manner to deſiſt from Her Declaration, 
© and revoke the Orders given to the Duke of Or mond 
© be wickedly-advis'd Her Majeſty to diſregard ani 
reject their Requeſt ; by which perfidious Counſels 
© the beſt Opportunity that ever offered for the*om- 
© mon Cauſe was loſt ; the Confidence between Her 
_ * Majeſty and Her Allies entirely deſtroy'd, and the 
; a of Europe given into the Hands of the Frenc 
** ing. 


Anſwer to the Eighth Article. 


He allows Proviſions were made at a great Ex- 
pence for an early Campaign, that the Duke of Or- 
* mond was inſtructed to declare the Queen's Reſolu- 
tion of carrying on the War; but he does not 
know how near the Confederate Army was to the 
Enemy, or whether they were ſuperior to them in 
Number, or whether they could have better'd their 
Aﬀairs by a Battle or Siege, but it is obvious any 
Miſcarriage would be fatal; that rhe Queen was un- 
willing to hazard Her Subje&'s Blood, when the 
Peace was ſo near a Concluſion, that 'twas owing 
to Her Piety and Her Knowledge of ſome matter 
depending, that Orders were fent to the Duke of 
Ormond to avoid a Battle or Siege, that the Queen 
might ſend ſuch Orders as well as the States-Gene- 
ral, who had frequently done it, and that their De- 
prone had refus'd Fighting, when there was proba- 
dility of Succeſs. That he does not know that any 
French Miniſter expreſt any Apprehenſion from the 
Bravery or Number of the Confederate Army; not 
— he ever hear of any ſure Proſpe& that Arm 
had of gaining new Conqueſts. But he bas heard; 
that tlie French Army e to them in Nan 
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ber, eſpecially in Horſe, however he did not Adviſe 
or Conſent to the Order ſent to the Duke of Or- 
mand, or the Order to the Queen's Plenipotentiaries 
at Utrecht to tell the Dutch Miniſters, that ſhe 
lookt upon Her ſelf to be then under no Obligation 
to them; he knows not what Alarm the Allies were 
in, or What Application they made upon it to the 
. Biſhop of Briftel, they made none to him; he was 
not acquainted with that Affair, and ſo could give 
no Advice about it. That he never gave any Coun- 
ſels, by which the Progreſs of the Victorious Arms 
of the Conſederates was ſtopt, or the Confidence 
between Her Majeſty and Her Allies was deſtroy'd, 
7 0 French King made Maſter of the Negotiations 
of Peace. | 


fler. N. 


© That the ſaid Earl concerted with the French Mi- 
© niſters, Meaſures for the withdrawing the Troops 
in Her Majeſty's Pay fromthe Confederate Army; 
and afterwards took upon him to ſtop the Pay of 
© thoſe Foreigners who refus'd to follow the Dake of 


© Ormond, and leave the Confederates to the Mercy 
* of France. 


Anſwer to the Ninth Article. 


He knows nothing of any Concert between the 
Britiſh and French Mmiſters, to ſeperate the Troops 
in Britiſu Pay. from the reſt of the Confederate Ar- 
my, and therefore could not adviſe againſt it; he 
never advis'd that they ſhould ſeparate, but if the 
Duke of Ormond would not join in the Siege of 
Landrecy, tis no more than the Generals of other 
Potentates have done in the like caſe, refuſing to 
comply with what was propos'd by the Duke of 
Atirlboron ;, he has heard that the Confederates 
ſ:perated from the Duke of Ormond, and carry'd 
the Britih Auxiliaries with them, though the Duke 

xequir'd 
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requir'd them to ſtay with him, and this Difobedi- 
ence of theirs to the Queen's General's. Orders, oe- 
caſion d their Pay being ſtop'd. That he could not 
pay them without the Queen's Warrant, which he 
never receiv'd; that he defir'd the Minifters of the 
Allies, whoſe Troops ſeparated from the Dake of 
Ormond, though paid by the Queen, to apply to Her 
Majeſty for Warrants ; that he knew nothing of the. 
Duke of Ormond's Separation, and therefore could 
not adviſe it. He ſubmits to Judgment, whether all 
the Diſaſters that happen'd afterwards might not 
have been prevented by a Compliance with the 
Queen's Meaſures. 


ARTICLE X. 


© That the ſaid Earl entred into a Treaty with the 
* French Miniſters for a Suſpenſion of Arms by Sea 
and Land between Great Britain and France, and 
* for that Purpoſe advis'd Her Majeſty to ſend Lord 
© Bolingbroke to the French Court with Powers to 
* conclude the (aid Suſpenſion: All which was tranſ- 
© ated not only without the Knowledge of the Al- 
© lies, but before any Terms of Peace were ſettled 
* with. the Enemy, either for Great Britain or the 
© Confederates. 


Anſwer to the Tenth Article, 


He denies that he carry'd on a Treaty for a Suſpen- 
ſion of Arms with Fance, or advis d Her Majeſty to 
ſend Lord Bolingbroke thither; he does not know 
that Lord Bolingbroke made that Treaty without 
the Participation of the Allies, but he believes that 
Suſpenſion was only a Continuation of a former Ceſ- 


ſation of Arms, into which the Confederares were 


invited; he believes alſo the Queen might deſire it, 

as being a thing uſual among Princes in War, for 

the Benefit of the Trade of Her Subjects, bat he 

does not believe the Queen did intend to violate Her | 
— Treaties 
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Treaties with the Allies by it, or deprive them of 
the Aſſiſtance to which they were thereby Entitul'd, 
or expoſe them to the Inſults of the Enemy, nor 
does he diſcern how that could be, unleſs it was 
their own fault; he never entertain'd the leaſt 
thought of hindering Her Majeſty from reſuming the 
War, if it had been thought fit, or of weakening 
the Union between Her Majeſty and Her Confede- 
b rates. ? : | : | | | ; 55 : | N OY 


ARTICLE XL 


© That the ſaid Earl, while the War continu'd be- 
* tween France and England, did, contrary to his Al- 
© legiance, traiterouſly adviſe the French how to gain 
© Tournay, tho' Tournay was then in Poſſeſſion of the 
© States-Genera!, tho the King of Fance himſelf had 
© conſented it ſhould remain as part of their Barrier, 
© and tho' the Queen's Plenipotentiaries were in- 
ſtructed to demand it for them 


Anſwer to the Eleventh Article, 


He believes the Queen's Plenipotentiaries had Or- 
ders to inſiſt, that Tournay ſhould be left to the 
Dutch as part of their Barrier, and that the French 
King did at one time incline to it; he allows there 
was a War between that King and the Queen after 
O-tober 1711, but he believes the Queen and the 
States General had then given full Powers to their 
Miniſters to negotiate a Peace. That rhe French 
King did then inſiſt upon having Toxrnay reſtor'd 
to him, and the Dutch deſir d the Queen to'interpoſe 
in their Behalf that they might keep it, which ſhe 
did, and he believes they did keep it, but he denies 
that he did adhere to, or help the French King, or 
adviſe the Enemy to what Methods they might gain 
that Ton; on the contrary, he did his utmoſt to 
— it in the State's Barrier. That during the 

egotiations of Peace, he acted only as a 2 

5 un- 
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Counſellor, and does inſiſt that it is not High Trea® 
ſon for any Counſellor to adviſe the giving up any 
Town for the ſake of Peace; that ſuch Conſtruction 
might hereafter deprive the Crown of the Advice of 
Privy- Counſellors in matters of the greateſt Impor- 
tance, by deterring them from giving ſach Advice, 
which would overthrow all means of reſtoring Ami- 
ty among Princes, and render the Law in caſe of 
High Treaſon uncertain, 1 


ARTICLE XI. 


That the ſaid Earl, during the Time the Nation 
© carry'd on an open War againſt the Duke of Anjou, 
© in order to diſpoſſeſs him of the Spanih Monarchy, 
© did, contrary to his Allegiance, concert with Her 
* Majeſty's Enemies Meaſures for yielding up Spain 
and the Meſt-· Indies to the ſaid Duke of Anjou. 


Anſwer to the Twelfth Article, 


He does not admit Queen Anne was fo oblig d, and 
denies that he aſſiſted the Duke of Anjou, or con- 
certed the yielding up Spain to him, that he acted 
in the Negotiations of Peace as a Privy-Counſellor 
and Miniſter of State, and no otherwiſe. 


ARTICLE XIIL 


© That the ſaid Earl, contrary to the expreſs Pro- 
* yiſion of an Act of Parliament, to the frequent Re- 
* preſentations both of the Merchants and the Com- 
* miſſioners for Trade, contrary to Her Majeſty's 
* Aſſurances from the Throne, That ſhe would pro- 
cure for Her Subjects ſuch Advantages in Commerce 
* as ſhould compenſate the Expences they had born in 
the War, contrary even to the Principle laid down 
in the ſeparate Negociations, That France ſhould 
* conſent to Adjuſt the Intereſts of Great Britain in 
* the Firſt Place; the ſaid Earl did Adviſe Her Ma- 


* jeſt y 
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© jeſty to conſent, That the French ſhould have Liber- 
© ty of Fiſhing, and of drying Fiſh on Newfoundland, 
© and to make a Ceſſion to trance of the: Ille of Cape 
Beeten, with Liberty to fortify the ſame; though 
© Cape Breton was part of the Ancient Territories of 
© the Crown of Great Britain, and though Her Ma- 
© jeſty had declar'd from the Throne, that France had 
© conſented to make an abſolute Ceiſion of Nova Sco- 
or Acadia, whereof Cape Breton is part. He al 
ſo nd Her Majeſty to conſent, that this ſhould 
© be ma 41 Article in the Treaty of Peace, though 
the Auvantages pretended to be ſtipulated for Great 
© Britain, were only inſerted in the Treaty of Com- 
© inerce, ard conſequently depended on Conditions 
© iv be made good by Act of Parliament; and advis'd 
© Her Majeſty to ratifie this Article in the ſaid Trea- 
© ty of Peace. 


Anſwer to the Thirteenth Article» 


He believes the Queen had a juſt Regard to Trade, 
and made thoſe Declarations from the Throne, that 
ſhe thought it reaſonable the Intereſts of Great Bri- 
tain ſhould be in the firſt place adjuſted, but does 
not know that it was laid down as a Principle be- 
tween the Miniſters of Great Britain and France, 
thereby to enable the Queen to make the Conclu- 
ſion of the Peace eaſy to France; he abſolutely de- 
nies that he was engag d in Concert with France in 
any Negotiation deſtructive to his Country, but 
always had the moſt ſincere Deſires to advance the 
Commerce of Great Britain, for whoſe Service he 
has always been ready to Sacrifice himſelf ; he knows 
uot that he has in any thing fail'd in his Duty, in 
not procuring Adyantages for Trade; he does not 
admit that he advis'd the late Queen to fend any 
Propoſition to Mr. Prior in France, or that the Pre- 
liminary Articles ſhould be Sign'd ; he believes the 


Diſcuſſion of the Affairs of Nemjonndland were re- 
ferr'd to fyture Conterences, and entering into Con- 
| | ferences 


1 


ferences about giving the French Liberty to Fiſh, 
is not yielding it to them; he denies that he advis'd 
the Demands of Great Britain in point of Commerce 
ſhould be made looſe, or the Liberties inſiſted on 
by France given up; he believes when the Advan- 
tages obtain'd for the Trade of Great Britain in the 
Affento, the Liberty of Trading to the Spaniſh Weſt- 
Indies, the Ceſlion of Acadia, Hudſon's- Bay, St. 
Chriſtopher, Port Mahon, Gibraltar, and the Demo- 
lition of Dankirk are conſider'd, it will not be 
thought that the Commerce of Great Britain was neg- 


lected in the late Peace; he knows not that Fance 


was at any time Maſter of the. Negotiations ; he de- 
nies that he engag'd the Queen in any Private Trea- 
ties Without Security for Trade, or contriv'd with 
the Miniſters of France to keep that Matter in Su- 
fpence, or binder d any Advantages for it; he does 
not admit that he advisd the Ninth Article of the 
Treaty of Commerce, bur ſays there is nothing po- 
ſitively agreed upon in it, and hopes it will not. be 
thought Treachery to refer any Article to the Judg- 
ment of Parliament; be denies that he advis d to 

ive the French Liberty of Fiſhing at Newfoundland, 
For thinks it will not ſeem unreaſonable conſidering 
the French were in Poſſeſſion of a great part of that 
Iſland, and were allow'd to keep it by the Ryſwmick 
Treaty; he knows not that the Agreement with 
France relating thereto is contrary to an Act of Par- 
liament, becauſe he ſuppoſes our Acts could only re- 
late to that part of Newfowndland, which we were 
in Poſſeſſion of, and we did not poſſeſs that part 
where the French arc allow'd to Filth ; he denies he 
advis'd the Queen to make a Ceſſion of Cape Breton, 
and does not know that it is part of the Territo- 
ries of Great Britain, nor apprehends that the Queen 
meant it when ſhe ſpoke of Acadia, which is part 
of the Continent, and that an Iſland; he doubts 
not to make it appear, that the Subjects of Great 
Britain have enjoy'd great Benefits in Trade by the 
late Peace; be denies that he fruſtrated the Queen's 


good 
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500d Intentions about it, or rehder'd it precarious y 
E obſerves its flouriſhing Condition with Satisfa- 
ion, the encreaſe of the Shipping, of the Exports 
of our Woollen ManufaQures, Fiſh, &c. of the 
Cuſtoms and the Coinage, and that the Exchange to 
and from all parts of Europe has been in favour of 


Great Britain, 
ARTICLE XIV. 


That the ſaid Earl advis'd Her Majeſty to de- 
© mand of the French King the Kingdom of Sicily for 
© the Duke of Savoy, even without any Application 
© from that Prince; and prevail'd on Her to aſſiſt him 
© againſt the Emperor, with a Fleet at her own Ex- 
© pence, in taking Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Kingdom; ſo 
© that the Faith of Nations, and the Honour of the 
© Crown was not only ſacrificd, but the Naval Pow- 
© er of Great Britain, and the Supplies granted by 
© Parliament for reducing the Common Enemy, were 
© perfidionſly employ'd againſt the Great and Faith- 
© ful Ally of this Kingdom. 


Anſwer to the Fourteenth Article, 


He does not admit that he form'd any Deſign to 
ive Sicily to the Duke of Savoy, or conſented to any 
reaty, wherein the Ceſſion of that Kingdom is 
made to that Duke, that the Queen was prevail'd on 
by his Advice to aſſiſt him with Her Fleet againſt 
the Emperor to obtain it ; he obſerves, that by the 
Grand Alliance, Sicily was to be recover'd out of 
the Hands of the Enemy, not only for a reaſonable 
Satisfaction for the Emperor, but for the Security 
of the Britiſi Trade, that the giving up ſo great a 
art of the Spaniſ Monarchy to His Imperial Ma- 
ſet, as Flanders, Milan, Naples, &c. ſeems a rea- 
onable Satisfaction for his Pretenſions to the Crown 
of Spain, and our Trade is as well ſecur'd by Sicily's 
being in the Hands of the Duke of Savoy; as if * 


(65) 
in the Emperor's, to whom Kin Philip would not 
ſo ealily have yielded it. That there were Grounds 
to believe, the Princes and States of Taly would ra- 
ther have ſuffer d any Extremities, than have left 
Sicily in the Emperor's Poſſeſſion, together with 
Milan and Naples, therefore to give it to the Duke 
of Savoy was not unjuſt or pernicious, or a Violation 
of the Grand Alliance, Nor does the Earl remem- 
ber twas contradictory to any Declaration of Her 
Maklty, or Inſtru&ions to Her Plenipotentiaries, 
and had the Queen aſſiſted fo great a Sufferer for the 
Common Caule as that Duke was, he is not able to 
diſcover why ſhe might not have done it. And ſince 
it is allow'd, that the ſaid Duke never made any 
Application to obtain the ſaid Kingdom; it cannot 
be ſuppos'd, that thoſe that advis'd the Queen to get 
a Ceſſion of it in his favour, had any Intereſt in it in 
View, but for the good of Trade. 


ARTICLE XV. 


© That the ſaid Earl made Uſe of his Credit with 
© the Queen to deceive the Parliament ; and prevail'd 
on Her, on many Occaſions, to declare from the 
© Throne, Things which were notoriouſly Falſe, in 
order to remove the juſt Suſpicions which had been 
© conceiy'd of his ſeparate Negotiations with France, 
© to prevent the Faithful Advice of Parliament to Her 
* Majeſty, and to obtain a Sanction to his own Ttaite: 
* rous Practices. 


Anſwer to the Fifteenth Article. 


He never took upon him any Arbitrary Authori- 
ty, nor proſtituted the Honour of the Crown or 
Dignity of Parliament, by repreſenting the late Ne- 
gotiations of Peace to deceive the Queen, Her Al- 
lies, of Subjects, nor advis d Her Majeſty to make 
any Speech that was not conformable to Truth. 
Thay with teſpect to my the Queen ſaid of the 
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Compliance of the States-General in the matter of 
the Treaty, twas fo declar'd to Her and Her Mi- 
niſters by Mr. Buys, who on his Arrival at London, 
deliver d Paſs-ports for the French Miniſters to come 


to Utrecht, and approv'd of ſending Circular Let- 


ters to invite the reſt of the Allies to ſend their Mi- 
niſters to a General Congreſs, that this was after 
the Repreſentations againſt it; and he doubts not, 
but thoſe that will conſider ſcriouſly all the Steps 
Her Majeſty took in theſe Negotiations, will ac- 
knowledge ſhe did Her utmoſt to procure reaſonable 
Satisfaction for the Emperor and Her Allies, and to 
unite them in the ſtricteſt Engagements, and if ſhe 
was prevented by their extraoxdinary Demands or 
Groundleſs Jcalouſies, this will not derogate from 
the Truth of Her Expreſſions. Tis evident ſhe pro- 
cur'd for them ſuch Satisfaction, that all of them but 
the Emperor ſign'd the Peace at the ſame time with 
Her. *Tis well known, the Emperor's Intereſts were 
ſo near being adjuſted, that 'twas not thought fit to 
delay ſo good a Work on that Account, eſpecially ſince 
it has been uſual for the Emperors of Germany to de- 
Cline ſigning Treaties when their Allies did. He de- 
nies that a ſeparate Peace, or a Peace diſadvantagi- 
ous to the Emperor, cr any of the Allies was made 
by his Influence ; he offers it to conſideration, whe- 
ther after the Queen had fo earneſtly inſiſted on Phi- 
lip's quitting Spain, that France came into it, but 
the Duke of Anjon would not, whether, I ſay, it 
was not for the Intereſt of the Common Cauſe to 
accept of his Renunciation of France, rather than 
renew ſo burthenſome and bloody a War, eſpecially 
when the Intereſts of the Princes and States of Eu- 
rope were chang'd by the King of Spain's being choſen 
Emperor. He does not however think it probable, 
that the leaving Spain to the Houſe of Bourbon was 
the Foundation of the Preliminaries fign'd by Mej- 
nager, Which is call'd a Private Treaty, becauſe he 
believes Spain was then deſign'd for another Prince 
he does not obſerye how it can be thought a Ps 

when 
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when Her Majeſty faid, The Reports of Her carrying 
on a ſeparate Peace were Groundleſs; he denies that 
he ever carry'd on any ſeparate Meaſures with the 
French Miniſters; he does not think the Renuncia- 
tion meerly ſpeculative, but that it really was of ſuch 
2 Nature as would execute it ſelf, and effectually di- 
vide the Two Crowns for ever, becauſe it gave a 
Title to the Duke of Orleans, who would not want 
Will nor Power to poſſeſs himſelf of the Crown of 
France, in Oppoſitien to the Prince that had re- 
nonnc'd it, nor can he think that if any French Mi- 
niſter had declar'd ſuch Renunciation to be Invalid, 


that it was a ſufficient Reaſon for Her Majeſty to 
decline it, 3 


ARTICLE XVI. 


© That the ſaid Earl, intending to ſubvert the eſta- 
© bliſh'd Conſtitution of Parliament, and to diftroy 
$ at one fatal Blow the Freedom and Independancy of 
© the Houſe of Lords, advis'd Her Majeſty to cregte 
© Twelve new Peers; by which that valuable Prero- 
© gative was perverted to the Diſhonour of the 
* Crown, and the great Danger of the Conſtitution. 


Anſwer to the Sixteenth Article: 


He inſiſts that it is the undoubted Right of the 
Crown to create Peers, as well in time of Parlia- 
ment as out of it; that it is always done, ex mero 
motu, and that either as High Treaſurer or Privy- 
Counſellor, he could not have any Knowledge of 
the ſame ; however, he does believe, had Her Ma- 
jeſty conſulted him about the Perſons ſhe intended 
to create, he ſhould have highly approv'd of Her 
Majeſty's Choice. That this Prerogative bas been 
extended as far in other Reigns, particularly King 
Henry VIII's. King James 1's. and His late Majeſty 
King William's; he adds, that he bas always lov'd the 
Conttitution, and done his utmoſt to preſerve it. 
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ARTICLE XVI. 


* That when the Dangerous and DeſtrnAive Ex- 
* pedirion to Canada was a Foot in the Year 1711. 
deſig vod to weaken the Confederate Army in Han- 
ders, arid diſſipate the Navel Force of this King- 
dom, he indnſtrioiily abſented hinitelf from 
© Meetings of Perſons in High Truſt, wherein the 
* faid Expedition was concerted, 41:4 inſtead of 
doing what he could to pievert, he did adviſe the 
© Queen to conſent to it, though he knew that 
Project, after having been well deliberated before, 
Fe been laid aſide as impracticable. That he 
© Pau 280-01, under pretence of Arms and Mer- 
* chandize for the ſaid Expedition, though he ſu- 
© ſpeed it was an unjuſt i'emand, and when he 
* diſcover'd, that it was really ſo, he hinder'd the 
* Parliament's examining into it that he owns allz 
© thisin a Memorial under his own Hand to the late 
— and boaſted of his doing it as a meritorious 


Anſwer tothe S venteenth Article, 


He denies that he advis'd or conſented to that Expe- 
dition, or to detach any Forces from Flanders for it. 
That he had heard of ſuch a Project having been be- 
fore deliberated and laid aſide for that time, but had 
not been fully appriz'd of the whole Matter, nor 
was ſo well vers d in the Affairs of that part of the 
World as others, and leaſt it ſhould miſcarry he 
did all his Duty requir'd to prevent it; he there- 
fore did not think it proper to be at Meetings a- 
bout it, beſides, there had been but few of thoſe 
Meetings When a Misfortune befell him, which con- 
fin'd him to his Bed; he denies that he knew that 
the ſaid Expedition was deſtructive, or had ever 
been laid aſide as impracticable, but only as impro- 
per then, and others better verſt in 
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judging it proper and practicable; he did not think 
it became him on the ſtrength of his own Judgment 
to oppoſe it, ſince, if it had ſucceeded, it would 
have been a great Blow to the Trade of Fance in 
thoſe Parts of the World. He hopes it is an Evidence 


of his Fidelity that he diſcourag'd it, but is ſatisſy'd 
thoſe that promoted it meant well; and he does nor 


believe the Confederates ſuffer'd for want of the 
Batallions detach'd from Flanders, her Majeſty's 
General 7 Orders to provide other Forces in 
their place if he thought neceſſary. He ſays he put 
a ſtop to the Payment of the 28000/. till he ha 

the Queen's poſitive Orders to pay it, that he cou! 

not diſcover any juſt Cauſe why it ſhould not be 
paid, nor did he find upon Examination of the mat- 
ter, ſufficient Proof to juſtifie the laying it before 
the Houſe of Commons, who have not found any 
Fraud fince- the Papers relating to it have been in 
their Power. He hopes it was no fault in him to 
make uſe of his Skill, to hinder the Parliament's exa- 
1 an Affair before a proper Proof could be had, 
ſince by that means it would be likely for ever to 


eſcape unpuniſh'd. He thinks it a Matter of parti- 
cular Hardſhip, and inconſiſtent with the Rules of 


Honour and Decency, if Papers written to Her late 
Majeſty for Her own private Peruſal, ſhould be im- 
uted to any as a Crime, and doubts not if any thing 
n be alledg'd out of his Memorial againſt him, 
there would appear in other private Papers what 
— * juſtifie him in many Particulars he is charg d 
WI x 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


© That in the time of a moſt expenſive War and 
© heavy Taxes, he made an ungrateful Uſe of his 
© ready Acceſs to Her late Majeſty, to adviſe Her, 
© and prevail with Her to ſign a Warrant for 13000/. 
* for ſpecial Services of the War, which was lilu'd 
* in the Name of Johm Drummond, Eſq; and * 
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© by the ſaid Drummond to him, and accordingly 
the Money dilpos'd of to his own private Uſe. 
© That he afterwards got a particular Grant of the 
© ſaid Money to himſelf from Her late Majeſty, 
© which Grant or Warrant he preſum'd after his 
© Corruption was diſcover'd, to ſend to the Com- 
© miſſioners of the Treaſury deſiring to have it en- 
© ter'd, but it was refus'd. 


Anſwer to the Eighteenth Article. 


He admits of the Warrant for the 13000. to 
Drummond, but takes the Words for ſpecial Services 
of the War to be inſerted by Miſtake ; he acknow- 
ledges he receiv'd Tin Tallies of the ſaid Drummond 
tor that Sum, and diſpos d of them to his own uſe, 
Her Majeſty having often preſt him to accept of fome - 
Money, and he ſo long refus'd. it, that at laſt Her 
Majefty was pleas'd to ſay, She reſolv'd to have it 
done, and thoſe Tallies were the Money ſhe gave 
bim out of Her Royal Bounty. That he made uſe 
of Mr Drummoud's Name, knowing he had been 
employ'd by the late Earl of Godolphin, in borrow- 
ing Money upon Tin Tallies at Low Intereſt, That 
he believes Mr. Lowndes drew the Grant or War- 
rant from the Queen, to appropriate thoſe Tallies 
to his own uſe, and knows not how it was omit- 
ted to be enter'd in the Treaſury, that he ſent a 
Copy of the faid Warrant to the Officers of the 
Treaſury, hearing there was a Talk about the 
139001. without {1gnifying any deſire to have the 
ſame enter'd, well-knowing it recerv'd its Authori- 
ty from the lign Manual ; he: ſays, the Queen gave 
him that Sum out of Her meer Bounty, in Reward 
of his faithful Services and Sufferings, and takes 
Notice that larger Grants have been made from the 
Crown in time of as great Neceſſity, that he never 
was Guilty of Corruption, or abus d Her Majeſty's 
Goodneſs, or embezzled the Publick Treaſure, or in- 
jur d Her Subjects, that he always contented bio 
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ſelf with the accuſtom'd Profits of his Employments, 
that he never made any Advantage of diſpoſing of 
Places, that he never had any Penſion, that he came 
with clear Hands into the Service, and went out 
with almoſt Empty, having ſpent the Profits of it, and 
very inconſiderably augmented his Fortune. 


ARTICLE XIX, 


© That about July 1712, he ſent Matthew Prior, 
© Eſq; an Inſtrument of his own into France, for the 
© carrying on his ſeparate Negotiations, and after- 
© wards prevail'd on Her Majeſty to ſend him as Her 
© Plenipotentiary to the French King, without any 
Communication with Her Allies, for the promo- 
© ting his private ſeparate and dangerous Practices 
© with the Miniſters of France. That he combin'd 
© with the ſaid Matthew Prior, to defraud Her Ma- 
© jeſty of very great Sums, under Colour of his Em- 
© ployments in France, and to that End contriv'd he 
© ſhould have no ſettled Appointment ; that he gave 
© him an unlimited Credit, and promis'd to pay 
© what Bills the ſaid Prior ſhould draw upon him 
© during his Reſidence in that Kingdom; that ac- 
© cordingly in leſs than Two Years, the ſaid Prior 
© drew on the ſaid Earl 12360/. which he the ſaid 
© Earl advis'd the late Queen to fign Warrants for 
© Payment of, and the ſaid Warrants were counter- 
© fign'd by him as High Treaſurer, though the ſaid 
© Prior was not Entitul'd to ſuch Allowances, which 
© exceeded the Allowance then to an Ambaſſador of 
© the Crown of Great Britain; that without any 
* Colour of Authority, and for promoting his wicked 
© Purpoſes, he prevail'd on Her Majeſty to ſign 
Warrants for 5566“. to the uſe of Thomas Harley, 
© Elq; his near Relation and Emiſſary; that he has 
© illegally paid other large Sums to other Perſons, 
© and open'd a way for the moſt dangerous Corrup- 
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Anſwer tothe Nineteenth Article; 


That the Warrarits to Mr. Prior were Sign'd in 
the uſual Form, and the Payment of the Sums of 
Money being by Her Majeſty's Authority; he con- 
ceives it was not only lawful, but his Duty to pay 
it. That he knows not of any Law for certain Ap- 

ointments to Brit; Miniſters in — Courts, 

ut that Her Majeſty might vary them as ſhe thought 
fit; he believes Ambaſſadors have been allow'd more 
than Mr. Prior had, whom heallows to have been ſent 
into France for Her Majeſty's Service to carry on the 
Negotiations of a General Peace; he denies that he 
was his Creature, or that he ſent him to France, or 
that he carry'd on any Negotiations of his, or that 
he advis'd the Queen to ſend him without the Privi- 
ty of the Allies, or that he combin'd with Him to 
defraud Her Majeſty of any Sums of Money, or that 
the ſaid Prior was ſent to France without a ſettled 
Appointment for that end, or that he * him Cre- 
Cit, or promis'd to pay any Bills of his other than 
what he ſhould be duly authoriz'd to pay: Tha 
Thomas Harley, Eſq; was twice ſent to the Court of 
Hanover, and that the Money paid to him was by 
Her Majeſty's Authority, and he believes it would 
have amounted to a greater Sum, had he been paid 
according to the Allowance to Ambaſſadors, 


ARTICLE XX 


© That notwithſtanding the Acts which make it 
High Treaſon, to keep any Correſpondance with 
© the pretended Prince of Wales, or any Perſon em- 
© ploy'd by him, he the ſaid Earl of Oxford, by 
© means of the ſaid Matthew Prior, held à private 
© Correſpondance with the Conſort of the late King 
James, who alſo empower'd Abbot Gaultier, a 
« Pop ſh Prieſt, and Agent for the Pretender, to con- 
* cert with the ſaid Earl the Yearly Payment of 
great 


(73) 
great Sums of Money out of Her late Majeſty's 
t Treaſury, to the ſaid Conſort of the late King 
© James ; that he held frequent Conferences with 
© the ſaid Abbot about it, and agreed for the Pay- 
© ment of the Yearly Sum of about 470001. to t 
* ſaid Conſort, the neareſt and moſt avow'd Adhe- 
© rent of the Pretender; that he advis'd Her late 
© Majeſty to ſign a Warrant for the Payment of a- 
© bove 37000/. part of that Yearly Sum, to the uſe 
© of the ſaid King James's Conſort ; that he himſelf 
© Sign'd ſeveral Warrants to the Auditor of the Ex- 
© chequer, for paſſing Debentures for Payments of 
* ſeveral Sums to the ſaid Conſort's uſe, out of the 
Fooooo i. granted to Her late Majeſty, to diſcharge 
* the Debts of the Civil Liſt, in Contempt of the 
* expreſs Appropriation thereof, for the uſe of the 
© open and ayow'd Adherent of the Pretender. 


Anſwer to the Twentieth Article, 


He denies his holding any Correſpondence with 
Mary, late Conſort of King James, by means of Mr. 
Prior, or any one elſe, nor does he know that Ab- 
bot Gaultier was employ'd to tranſact Affairs rela- 
ting to the Pretender; he denies that he hid any 
Conferences with him on that Subject, nor does he 
know that Abbot Gaultier was empower d to concert 
with him, the Payment cf thoſe Sums to the ſaid 
Conſort of the late King James, nor did he under- 
take to procure the Payment of any Yearly Surn to 
her ; he admits, that the Funds out , which Her Re- 
venues were directed to be paid by King James, 
were appropriated to the Expence of the War by 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament; he admits alſo, that the 
500000 l. was appropriated to the Uſes mention'd in 
the Twentieth Article, but ſays he has heard, that 
the ſaid late Conſort empower'd Mr. Gaultier to 
demand and receive what Sums were due to Her, 
by Virtue of Her Appointments from King James, 
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for Payment of them, the Queeii Fgn'd a Warrant 
accordingly, and he in purſuance thereof directed 
the Payment of the Money, be denies that he ad- 
vis d the Qucen to fign it, bat when the Warrant 
was brought bim, and he knew that King James's 
Appointments to his late Conſort were confirm'd by 
Act of Parliament, and had heard Proviſion was 
made for them by a private Article of the Ryſwick 
Treaty, and Her Majeſty's Council Learn'd in the 
Law did not doubt the Legality of paying the ſaid 
late Conſort, he thought it his Duty to pay Obedi- 
ence to Her Majeſty's Warrant, and the 5000001. 
being defjgn'd for the diſcharge of Her Majeſty's 
Debts, and the Money wcntiond in the Warrant, 
being, as he was 2dvis'd, a Debt of Her Majefty's, 
he directed the Payment of it out of the ſaid 5000000. 
yet it was not paid out of it, but the whole 500000 /. 
apply'd to other Uſe-,for which it was appropriated; 
he admits that the Preſent was made the ſaid Gaul- 
tier by Order of Her Majeſty, and believes it was, 
becauſe the Abbot had been Inſtrumental in procu- 
ring the Releaſe of poor Proteſtants from the Gal- 
lies, which King Wilam could never get done. 


ARTICLE XXL 


© That about the Year 1712, Patrick Lilech, com- 
© monly call'd Sir Patrick Lawleſs (who had been in 
Arms againſt King William and Queen Anne) came 
into this Kingdom, pretending to be a Mmiſter 
© from Philip King of Spain. That having given No- 
© tice of his coming to the ſaid Earl, inftead of ad- 
© viling Her late Majeſty not to admit of him as 
* ſuch, he being under the Guilt of High Treaſon, 
© did adviſe Her Majeſty to receive him as King 
* Philiy's Miniſter, that the ſaid Earl had frequent 
© Conferences with the ſaid Lawleſs, and advis'd 
© that he ſhould be introduc'd to the Queen, and 
* receiv'd as the King of Spain's Agent, under the 
falle Name of Den Carls Ators ; that the _ . 

| | ras 


& 


(75) 


Lords Addreſt for a Proclamation, to ſeize all 
Perſons that had born Arms againſt King William 
or Queen Anne, who were then in England con 
trary to I aw, and Reſolv/d, That no ſuch Perſon 
ought to be receiv'd as a Publick Miniſter; not- 
withſtanding which, the ſaid Earl was fo far from 
doing what in him lay to apprehend the ſaid Law- 
© leſs, that he advis'd Her Majeſty to ſign a War- 
© rant for Payment of 1000/. to Daniel Arthur, 
© Eſq; for ſpecial Uſes, which being accordingly 
i paid, he directed the ſaid Arthur to pay the fame 
© to the uſe of the ſaid Lawleſs, that he had in a 
© fietitious and ſcandalous manner directed the Pay- 
© ment of other Sums to the ſaid Lawleſs, though 
© he had been the Pretender's Agent at the Court 
* of Madrid, and was ſtrongly ſuſpected to come 
into England to promote his Intereſt, by which 
the ſaid Earl did greatly encourage his open Ad- 
© herents to the apparent Danger of the Proteſtant 
© Succeſſion. | ; 


— 20> 


Anſwer to the Tueny firſt Article. 


' The Earl believes a Perſon ſtiling himſelf Lilech 
or Lawleſs did come into England about the time 
mention'd in the aforeſaid Article, with Letters of 
Credence from the King of Spain, to treat abour 
carrying Britiſh Merchandizes to the Spani/h Weſt- 
Indies, that the Queen was pleas d to admit ſuch 
Perſon with ſuch Letters of Credence, and before 
he return'd to Spain, to order the Sum of 1000 l. to 
be paid out of the Mone 2 to the Civil 
Lift for the uſe of ſuch Perſon, and he the ſaid Ear! 
humbly apprehends 'twas his Duty to pay it; but 
he believes, when the ſaid Lawleſs was lo admitted, 
he was generally thought to be a rfataral Spaniard, 
and that he expected a larger Preſent for the Li- 
cences he brought for _—— Britiſh Merchandizes 
to the Med. Indies; the faid Earl denies that he 
knew of bis coming before he came, or of his being 
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come before he had been introduc'd to Her Majeſty 
by a Noble Lord, who did not then know he was 
other than a Native of Spain, and the ſaid Earl took 
him to be ſach a long time after he had been fo in- 
troduc'd, but afterwards he was inform'd he was a 
Native of Ireland, had been out of that Kingdom 
from his Youth, and had ſerv'd the King of Spain, 
but he did not know that he had been Guilty of 
High Treaſon, or had been in Arms againſt King 
William or Queen Anne, that what he did with re- 
ſpe to the Money paid him, was by the Queen's 
Authority, as were alſo his Conferences with him, 
if any ſuch there were, to treat of the Affairs he 
came about, which however he does not admit ; he 
denies he advisd Her Majeſty to ſign the Warrant 
for the Payment of the Money ; he admits there 
were other Sums paid him as part of the Mento 
Contract, but no otherwiſe ; he denies that he ad- 
vis'd the introducing of the ſaid Lawleſs under the 
diſguis'd Name of Don Carlo Moro, or bad the leaſt 
Kneowledge of the ſaid Zawleſs's having been the Pre- 
tender s Agent at Madrid, or the leaſt Suſpicion that 
he was ſent into England to promote the Pretender's 
Intereſt, or has done any thing to encourage his 
Adherents to the Danger of the -Proteſtant Succeſſi- 
on, but on the contrary is perſwaded, his Conduct 
in that Affair is ſo well known, as not to need any 
further Juſtification. But if it ſhould at any time 
be thought neceſſary, he is able to produce thoſe 
Proots of it, which are the beſt Authority in the 
World for his Vindication. 


ARTICLE XXII. 


© That after Her late Majeſty had prevail'd with 
© the Catalans ta take Arms againſt Philip Dake of 
© A.jou, and had by Her Minitter given them Aſſu- 
© rances to procure the Eſtabliſhment of all ſuch 
f Rights and immunities, as they had formerly en- 


© joy'd under the Houle of Aufria, if they receiv d 


King 
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King Charles III. as lawful King of Spain, that ſhe 
wrote to them to depend upon Her Promiſes by 
Her Agent Mr, Mitford Crow, that ſhe gave Her 
Inſtructions to the Earl of Peterborough, and Sir 
Cleuadſley Shovel, to do their utmoſt to induce the 
| ſaid Catalan:, to join with them, to aſſure them of 
Her Support, and to promiſe ſhe would ſecure to 
them the Confirmation of their Rights and Privi- 
c leges, and if they refus'd, even to Attack them 
„that a Declaration to this Purport was prepar d | 
with the Privity of the ſaid Earl, at that time one 
of Her Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
that the Catalans upon theſe Royal Aſſurances ut- 
terly abandon'd the Houſe of Bourbon, acknow- 
ledg'd King Charles III. and join'd their Arms 
with Her Majeſty againſt the Duke of Anjou, that 
aſter many Glorious Succeſſes in the Progreſs of 
the War, wherein the Bravery and Firmneſs of 
the Catalans were always remarkable; he the ſaid 
Earl treacherouſly Conſpiring with the Miniſters 
. of France, for ſubjecting the whole Monarchy of 
, Spain to the Houle. of Bourbon, and deſigning the 
- DeſtruRion of the Rights, Liberties, ahd Privi- 
© ledges of the Catalans, did form a moſt wicked 
and cruel Contrivance, not only to abandon them 
to the Revenge of the Dake of Anjou, but for the 
final Extirpation of their Rights, Liberties, and 
Priviledges, and did adviſe Her Majeſty before 
any Peace was made with Hain, to give Directions 
© to the Lord Lexington to acknowledge the Duke of 
Anjou as King of that Kingdom, without inſiſting 
© on the Security of the Liberty of the Catalans, 
and by ſeparate and treacherous Practices neceſſi- 
© tated his preſent Imperial Majeſty to conclude a 
© Treaty for evacuating Catalonia, of which Treaty 
© Her Majeſty was Guarantee, without any exprels 
* Stipulation for the Catalan Liberties, the Em- 
© peror relying on Her Majeſty's Declaration to in- 
* terpoſe for them in the moſt effectual manner, and 
* though Her Majeſty frequently declar'd, ſhe 
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thought Her ſelſ under the ſtrongeſt Ties of Ho- 
© nour and Conſcience fo to do, yet he the ſaid Earl 
© having amus'd and deceiv'd the ſaid diſtreſt Cata- 
© laxs, with groundleſs Hopes of Her Majeſty's In- 
© terpoſitions, and encouray'd them thereby to a 
© more obſtinate Defence ot their Territories againſt 
© the Duke of Amor, did treacherouſly Advii: the 
* Concluſion of the Treaty with Spain, without pro- 
© viding for the Security of the Liberty of the Ca- 
© talans, and did further — Advice to Her Ma- 
© jeſty to ſend Sir James Wifheart with a Squadron 
© of Menof War, to favour the Duke of Anjou in 
© the Siege of Barcelonia. Thus was the Honour of 
© the Britiſh Nation always Renown'd for the Love 
© of Liberty, and for giving Protection to the di- 
© ſtreſt Aſſertors of it, moſt baſely proftituted, and 
© a free and generous People, the faithful Allies of 
© this Kingdom were betray'd in the moſt unpa- 
© rallel'd manner into irrecoverable Slavery ; and in 
© conſequence of his moſt perfidious Councils, the 
© moſt excreable Hoſtilities, Burnings, and Plunde- 
© rings, were committed upon them throughout the 
© whole Province, without ſparing the Effuſion of 
© Innocent Blood, and without the Diſtinction of 
© Age or Sex, and that unfortunate People were af- 
© terwards forc'd to undergo the utmoſt Miſeries of 
1 1 in their Capital City of Barcelonia, during 
* which, great Multitudes of them periſh'd by Fa- 
© mine and the Sword, many of them have fince 
© been Executed, and great Numbers of the Nobi- 
© lity of Catalonia, who for their Conſtancy and 
© Bravery in Defence of their Liberties, and for 
© their Services in Conjunction with Her Majeſty 
© and Her Allies, had in all Honour, Juſtice, and 
© Conſcience, the higheſt Claim to Her Majeſty's 
© Protection, are now diſperſt in Dungeons through- 
© out the Spaniſh Dominions, and not only the Ca- 
© ralan Liberties extirpated, but by thoſe wicked 
© Councils of him, the ſaid Rober: Earl of Oxford, 
* &c. Catalonia it {elf is almoſt become Deſolate. 

| Anſier 
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Anſwer to the Twenty ſecond Articles 


He does believe the ſaid Mr, Mitford Crow was 
impower'd to treat with the Caralans in the Queen's 
Name, and to give Royal Aſſurances of Her pro- 
curing the Confirmation of their Rights, in caſe 
they renounc'd Subjection to the Duke of Anjor, 
and ſubmitted to * Charles III. He admits there 
was a Declaration of the ſame Tenour ſent by the 
Earl of Peterborough, but denies that it was prepar'd 
by his Privity ; he believes ſome of the Caralans did 
join their Arms with Her Majeſty's againſt the pre- 
ſent King of Spain, but he does not know what Mo- 
tives induc'd them to it. He acknowledges, that 
for ſome time Her Majeſty's Arms were attended 
with conſiderable Succeſſes, that in the Courſe of 
the War, that Bravery of the Catalans appear d, 
and that the Forces of the Confederates 'twice en- 
ter'd the Capital City of that Kingdom, for which 
ſignal Conqueſts, and the great Supplies ſent them, 
they were under the higheſt Obligations of Gratitude 
to Her Majeſty, but the Advantages of thoſe Suc- 
ceſſes being leſt, the Burthen of that War become 
intolerable, and the Conqueſts of Spain for the pre- 
ſent Emperor impracticable, after his Acceſſion 
to the Empire, eſteem d igeonfiſtent with the Inte- 
reſts of many of Her Majefty's Allies, ſhe thought 
it neceſſary for the good of Her People to enter into 
a Negotiation for a General Peace. He denies he 
enter d into any Conſpiracy with the French Mini- 
ſters, to ſubje& the Spary Monarchy to the Houſe 
of Bourbon, or deſtroy the Catalan Rights and 
Priviledges, or that the _ of Spain was acknow- 
ledg'd before the Peace by his Advice, but that it 
will appear by the Secretaries of States Letters, that 
the Lord Lexington was n order d to in- 
iſt on the Confirmation of them, nor does he be- 
lieve any Orders were ſent him to recede from that 
Demand, or that he ever did recede from it. _ 
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if from any Meaſures of the Catalans, or his Impe- 


rial Majeſty, Her Majeſty's Endeavours had not 
their full Effect, he conceives it cannot be. im- 


puted to any negle& of Her 8 or want of 


ty in him. He believes Her Majeſty was Gua- 
rantee of the Emperor's Treaty for evacuating Ca- 
talonia, but denies that the Emperor was forc'd to 
that Treaty by any Practices of his, and is ignorant 
why his Imperial Majeſty, whom it moſt concern'd, 
omitted to make poſitive Stipulations for the Liber- 
ties of the Catalans : It will appear from Her Mi- 
niſters repeated Inſtances, that Her Majeſty's Inter- 
pofitions in their Favour were not wanting, that 
ſhe obtain'd an Amneſty for them, the full Poſſeſſion 
of their Eſtates and Honours, and a grant of the 
ſame Priviledges with the Ca/til;ans, Thus if they 
had not all the Priviledges they pretended to, they 
had in Compenſation the Advantage of Trading di- 
rectly to the Weft-Indzes, and other Priviledges to 
which they were never before Entitul'd. That the 
Houſe of Peers thankt Her Majeſty for what ſhe 
had obtain'd for them, which probably had been 
more, if they had not incens'd King Philip by the 
moſt obſtinate Rebellion; he ſays, he never amusd 
the Catalans with any Expectation, nor engag'd 
them in any obſtinate Defence, nor advis'd Her Ma- 
jeſty to make a Peace without ſecuring their Privi- 
ledges, or to ſend Sir James Wifheart into the Me- 
diterranean, nor knows his Orders and Inſtructi- 


Ons, 


I do not incert the Concluſion, becauſe the main 
Subſtance of it is already included in ſome or other 
of the Anſwers to the Articles againſt him, It 
is written in a Manner and Stile, which the Earl 
ſeems to be entirely unacquainted with, and appears 
to be of the ſame Make with Sacheverel's wicked 
Speech to the Lords, wherein the Three Doctors that 
made it for him, impos'd fo far on that bad Man's 


Conſcience, as to make him call God to Witneſs, he 
meant 
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meant nothing ill to the Revolution, the Ainiſiry, the 
Toleration, &c. That this Work may be as perſect 
as poſſible in fo narrow a Compals, we will give 


An Abſtract of the Concluſion of thi Earl of 
Oxford's Anſwer. 


c HE hopes he has fully anſwer'd all the Articles, . 
1 and avers that he is not Guilty of any of 
them in the manner charg'd againſt him. He prays, 
the Expreſſion may be excus'd on Account of his 
* Indifpoſition, He obſerves moſt of the Articles re- 
late to the Treaty of Utrecht, and that he lies un- 
der great Difficulties, becauſe moſt of the Facts 
* were tranſacted with Miniſters of Foreign States, 
* who cannot be produc'd as Witneſſes ; That in 
© Treaties with Enemies, Arguments are us'd, which, 
carry a different Appearance from the real Inten- 
tion of thoſe that Treat; that the Negotiation of 
© thoſe Tranſactions cannot be duly clear'd but by in- 
ſpecting all the Letters and Papers relating to them, 
© and n — 71. — which Papers 
and Letters the Houſe of Commons are in Poſſeſ- 
© ſion of, and he could not have a Copy of them; 
that the Houſe of Commons have, by theſe means a 
* fuller Light in theſe Matters then ever any Parlia- 
ment had, but he by being deſtitute of them lies 
© under great Diſadvantages, he hopes, therefore, no 
* Proofs are expected from him, that can only be 
drawn from thoſe Papers, nor that the Articles 
© will be admitted to be made good, unleſs ſupport- 
© ed by unqueſtionable Evidence. He ſubmits it to 
conſideration, whether in an Affair where the 
* Advice of all the Queen's Miniſters was taken, he 
can with any token of Equity be made anſwerable 
for giving it; he farther oblerves, that whatever 
* was charg'd upon him, was done in the Reign of 
*a Gracious Princeſs. He grieves that any thing 
* ſhould be ſuggeſted which ſeems to lay a Stain vp- 
* on Her Character; that every thing was commu- 
2 VE ">" © nicated 


ITY 


e 


Sn 


CCC. . r 


- 
14 
. 
* 
ii 
At 

14. 
„ 

T 


R Bn AF = = «a 


— 


8829) 
' nicated to Her, and maturely conſider'd by Her; 
„that ſhe was highly ſatisfy'd with Her Conduct 
towards Her Allies and Her Subjects; that ſhe had 
done more to carry on the War than ſhe was 
bound to do; that a good Peace might once have 


been had; that our Victories brought more charge 


upon us; that ſhe could not continue the War on 


the Foot it ſtood a Year longer; that Her Allies 
refuſing to continue it, as oblig'd by Treaties, ſhe 
was out of Pity to Her People forc'd to hearken 
to overtures of Peace from France, without relying 
on the vein Hopes of getting any thing by pro- 
© traſting the War; that indeed ſhe had for ſome 
© time carry'd it on with ſuch Hopes to the glory 
© of Her Arms, but did not think that Glory a ſuffi- 
* cient Recompence for the Miſeries of Her People, 
© which inclin'd Her to a Juſt, Safe, and Honoura- 
ble Peace; that Her Counſellors thought it their 
* Duty to ſecond Her good Intentions, and obey Her 
„Commands. That the Duke of Parma ſaid, If 
* France were to be got only by reducing its Towns, the 
© World would be ſooner at an End than ſuch a War, 
© That the Queen ſeem'd to be of the ſame Opinion, 
and 'twas Her Goodneſs to ſecure a Peace before 
© Her Enemies found out the Impoſſibility on Her 
* (ide of carrying on the War; that Fance apply'd 
* firit to Her, own'd. Her Title, and acknowledg'd 
© the Proteſtant Succeſſion; that what concern'd 
© the Allies, was manag'd as all Confederacies have 
© eyer been. All things when ripe were communi- 
© cated: to them, all juſt Pretenſions ſupported, all 


CE 6 


© reaſpnable Satisfaction obtain'd, and larger Advan- 


tages procur'd for Great Britain than ever had 
© been before. He appeals to the Lords, whether all 


the Ends of the War were not fully attain'd, 


* whether Experience does not ſhew, that France 
© and Spain arg effeually ſeparated, and whether 
* any. other Expedient could have done it ſo well, 
"whether the Ballance of Power be not ſecur d, and 
+ whether the Treaty did not make way for His 

. * Majeſty's 
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© Majeſty's peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Throne, whe: 
ther our Wealth and Trade have not encreas'd by 
it; he takes Notice, that the Terms were agree 

to by Parliament, the Peace mightily approy'd, and 
© Thankſgivings made for it in the Churches of Eng- 
© land and Holland, and that Her Majeſty receiv'd Ad- 

© drefſes upon it. How then can he be juſtly charg d 
with betraying the Intereſts of his Country, and 
© the Allies by a Peace, which then was and {till is 
© acceptable and advantagious to theſe Kingdoms; 
© he conceives it a Hardſhip, that rough Draughts 
© towards a Negotiation tending to fo juſt and profi- 
© table an End, ſhould be brought into ſo many 
* diſtin Articles againſt him, and ſuppoſing in ſo 
© nice an Affair any improper Steps had been taken, 
© which he denies, yet if things were conducted to 
© a right Iſſue, there can be no juſt Ground to find 
© fault with the Meaſures. Eſpecially ſince never 
© was Peace made, which gave leſs Occaſion of Jea- 
© loaly to Confederates, he Hopes, no Steps ap- 
* prov'd by the Wiſdom of former Parliaments, ſhall 
© be accounted Criminal by this, unleſs it appears 
© they were contrary to the Queen's Orders, and 
© made with corrupt Views, on which Account he 
knows no Body juſtly chargeable. That none of 
* thoſe concern'd in the Peace endeavour'd to skreen 
* themſelves by any Indemnity, which they might 
* eaſily have obtain'd; that he is in few Articles 
© charg'd with the Breach of the 3rir: Laws, but 
© moſtly ſuppos d with Infractions of Treaties, which 
© is cognizable by the Laws of Nations only, and not 
© to be proſecuted, but on Complaint of ſome Prince 
© or State pretending to be injur'd; which he does 
not know that any of the Powers concern'd have 
made, on the contraryz he believes all the Allies, 
© except the Emperor, made the Peace when the 
Queen did, and never complain'd of any Hardſhip 
* in it. That the Princes of the Empire, who con- 
* tribared little to the War, might have Sign'd on 
® reaſonable Terms when the Queen did, if rhe Em- 
M 2 © peror 
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* peror Would have done it; that it is no new thing 


for Emperors of Germany not to ſign with their 


« Confederates, witneſs the Treaties of Munſter, 
Nimeguen, and Ryſwick, and he ſubmits it to Con- 
* ſideration, whether the Emperor, who had all rea- 
* {unable Satisſaction, according to the grand Al- 
< ance, had any juſt Reaſons to complain of the 
© Queen's Miniſtry, and that they did not inſiſt up- 
© on [mpoſlibilities for him, eſpecially ſince he never 
© offer'd to Reimburſe what the Queen was out on 
© his Account, and had fail'd in his Quota. But 
© whether he or any one elſe had Cauſe of Complaint, 
© the Earl inſiſts upon it, that it ſhould have been 
© ſignify'd to the Queen, who upon Examination of 
© their Conduct might have clear'd or puniſh'd Her 
* Miniſters, nothing of which was done, and the 
© filence of thoſe Powers is a Juſtification of thoſe 
© Miniſters. He obſerves, that the other Powers had 
© as much right to Communication as the States- 
© Gencral, that the States were more Intereſted in 
© the War than England, that England paid a greater 
© Share of the Expence, and it was reaſonable the 
© Qneen ſhould take Care of the Intereſts of Her 
© Subjects, and ſince the Advantages the obtain'd for 
© them were no prejudice to the States, it Was as 
< lawful for Her to negotiate the Matter, without 
© communicating it origmally to them, as it was for 
© Her, and the States afterwards to concert their 
mutual Intereſts together, without the expreſs Par- 
© ticipation of the other Allies, that the Dutch Mi- 


"© nifter offer'd ſeveral times to lead the way in the 


© moit difficult part of the Negotiation for a ſhare 
© of the Afrento, that the Queen eſteem'd the Con- 
© cluſion of the Peace to be the greateſt Happineſs 
© of Her Reign, that his Opinion was always for 
6 Tournay's remaining as it now does, and doubts not, 
* but what has lately happen'd in France, with re- 
ſpect to the Renunciation, will make good the 
Queen's Character of that Expedient, That it would 
5 cxeuiiie it Alf, and theteſore whoever advis d this 

5 Method 
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5 Method of ſeparating the Two Crowns, promo- 
ted the Welfare of Great Britain, and the good of 
_ Chriſtendom. The ſaid Earl, with the Aſſurance of 
© an Innocent Man, begs leave to repeat that in this 
© and all other Affairs of State, he ated to the beſt. 
© of his Skill and Judgment, with ſincere Deſires and 
© Intentions to ſerve the Publick, &. * 
The reſt is a Panegyrick on himſelf and Queen 
Anne, and the Prevarications and Evaſions of this 
Concluſion are exactly of a piece with the Anſwers 
to the Articles againſt him. It is ſaid, a certain 
Prelate took on him to model the Stile of it, but 
whether it was the work of one Man or more, it ſtill 
preſerves admirably well the Spirit of the Earl whom 
they aſliſted, and ſhews that the Conſciences of his 
Friends were of the ſame Extent with his own. The 
Anſwer and Concluſion being read in the Houſe of 
Lords, they order'd it to be enter'd in their Book. 
On Wearneſday the 7th of September, they ſent a 
Meſſage to acquaint the Commons, That the Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer had put in his Anſwer to 
the Articles of Impeachment exhibited againſt him for 
High Treaſon, and other High Crimes and Miſdemea- 
nours, and to deliver to the Houſe a True Copy there- 
of. Upon which the Commons order'd, that the 
Jaid Anſwer be read upon Friday Morning next, but 
it was put off till the Monday following the 12th 
of September, where. it was read accordingly. The 
Earl of Oxford's Friends, whoſe Party was now 
encreaſt by the Friends of all the Criminals, and the 
Cauſe made one as ſoon as they found the Parliament 
was in earneſt, would not let the Matter go off 
without a Debate, though there was ſo little Room 
for it. At the opening of this Debate, Mr. Welpole 
among other things ſaid, He had not yet had time to 
peruſe and examine the Anſwer, but that he now heard 
it read with a great deal of Attention, and in his Opt» x 
nion it contain'd little more than what had been ſng 
geſted in e of the late Meaſures, in a Pamphlet 
antitled, The Conduct of the Allies, and repeated _ 
ail 
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and over in the » = calld the Examiner. That 
the main Drift of this Anſwer ſeem'd to prove theſe 
two Aſſertions, Firſt, That the Earl of Oxford had 
no ſhare in the adviſing and managing the Matters 
mention'd in the Articles againſt him, but that the late 
Queen did every thing; and Secondly, That the late 

ueen was a Wiſe, Good, and Pious Princeſs, that if 
the ſecond Propoſition were not better grounded than 
the firſt, the Reputation of that excellent Princeſs would 
be very precarious, but as every Body muſt own Her 
to be a Good and Pious Queen; ſo it was notorious, 
that the Earl of Oxford, as Prime Minifler, was the 
chief Adviſer, Promoter, and Manager of the Mat- 
ters charg'd upon him in the Articles. And therefore 
his Anſwer was a fel and malicious Libel, laying 
upon his Royal Miſtreſs the blame of all the pernicious 
Meaſures he had led Her into againft Her own Ho- 
nour, and the good of his Country. That he hop d, 
the Earl endeavouring to ſcreen himſelf behind the 

ueen's Name would avail him nothing; that *tis in- 
deed a fundamental Maxim of our Conftitution, that 
Kings can do no Wrong, but that at the ſame time 
"tis no leſs certain, That Miniſters of State are ac- 
countable for their Actions, otherwiſe a Parliament 
would be but an empty Name; the Commons ſhould 
have no Buſineſs in that Place, and the Gevernment 
would be Abſolute and Arbitrary ;, That though the 
Earl had the Aſſurance to averr, that he had no ſhare 
in the Management of Affairs that were tranſacted 
while he was at the Helm, yet he pretended to juſtific 
the late Meaſures, and therefore in that reſpect his 
Anſwer ought to be lookt upon as a Libel on the Pro- 
ceedings of the Commons, ſince he endeavour'd to clear 
theſe Perſons who had already confeſt their Guilt by 
their Hlight. 

Mr. Shippen, famous for diſowning his being an 
Evidence, with refpe& to the late Horrid Conſpi- 
racy againſt King George in ſo pub lick a manner, as 
Proclaiming it at the Royal Exchange when it was at 
the full, this Mr. Shippen, I ſay, undertook again 
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the Vindication of his Patron the Eartof Oxford. 
He ſaid, © It would not become him to defend the 
© Earl's Anſwer, fince as a Member of that Honoura- 
© ble Aſſembly, he was become one of his Accuſers : 
© But that he could not forbear wiſhing, that this 
© Proſecution might be dropt, and that the Houſe 
© would be fatisfy'd with the Two late Acts of At- 
© tainder. That this wiſh of his was the ſtronger 
© becauſe one of the principal Reaſons that induc' 
© the Commons to Impeach the Earl of Oxford ſub- 
© fiſted no longer, the Affairs of Europe having re- 
© ceiv'd a ſudden Turn by the Death of the French 
© King, whereby the Renunciation of King Philip 
© began to take place in the Advancement of the 
© Duke of Orleans to the abſolute Regency of France. 
Mr. Ay/laby anſwer'd, © He hop'd twas to little 
© purpoſe, the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt endeavour'd 
to move the Pity and Compaſſion of the Houſe, 
and perſwade them to drop this Proſecution. That 
© this was not a proper time to Examine and Reply 
© to the Earl of Oxford's Anſwer, and therefore he 
© would content himſelf with ſaying in general, that 
© it was a Contexture of the Shifts, Evaſions, and 
© falſe Repreſentations contain'd in the Three Parts 
© of the Hiſtory of the White Staff, That as to what 
© had been ſuggeſted concerning the Event, which 
© ſeem'd to ſtrengthen the Renunciation, he did not 
© deny there might be ſomething in it, which was 
© manifeſt from the great Joy the well · affected to 
© the Government had ſhewn on this Occaſion, and 
© from the Mortification and Deſpair that appear'd 
© in the Faces of a certain Party; but that after all 
© it could not be aſcertain'd, that the Renunciation 
© was in Force, that there was a vaſt Difference be- 
© tween the Regency and the Crown, that time only 
© would decide that Matter, but that even ſuppo- 
© ſing that King Philip's Renunciation ſhould at laſt | 
© take place, yet the ſame would not juſtify the 
© Miniſters, who propos d and laid it as the Foun- 
* gatiqn of the late Peace, ſince they with whom 


* they 
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© they Treated were fo frank and ſo ſincere as to tell 
© them, it could never be Valid by the fundamental 
© Laws of France. Several other Members ſpoke 


in this Debate, which being over, it was 


rs... - 
© That the Anſwer of Robert Earl of Oxford and 
© Earl Mortimer be referr'd to the Committee ap- 
© pointed to draw up Articles of Impeachment, and 
© prepare Evidence againſt the Impeach'd Lords, 


© That the ſaid Committee do prepare a Replication 
© to the ſaid Anſwer. 


Accordingly on Friday the 16th of September, Ro- 
bert —_— Eſq, Chairman of the ſaid Committee, 
reported the ſaid Replication, which he read in his 
Place, and afterwards deliver'd it in at the Table, 
where the ſame was read, agreed to, and Order'd to 
be engroſt, On the 19th of Seprexber the engroſt 
Replication was read, and it was 


Order d, | 5 
That the Lord Coningsby do carry the ſame to the 
Lords, which his Lordſhip did accordingly. 


—__ 


The Common:REPLICATION # 
the Anſwer of Robert Earl Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer. 


THE Commons have conſider d the Anſwer of 

- © Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer 

* to the Articles of Impeachment exhibited again 
him, by the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes in 
Parliament aſſembled ; and do with Aſtoniſnment 
© obſerve, That the ſaid Earl, inſtead of given a Rea- 
* ſonable and Pertinent Anſwer, to the Juſt and Hea- 
vy Charge brought againſt him, by the ON of 
EY” eat 
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* Great Britain, has preſum'd not only to deny his 
© Adviſing and being concern'd in any Matters of 
State, in the Articles charg'd againſt him; though 
© confels'd to be under an Adminiſtrtion, wherein. he 
* was notorioufly the Firſt Miniſter and Chief Di- 
rector: But has alſo join'd therewith, a Falſe and 
Malicious Libel; laying upon his Royal Miſtreſs 
© the Blame of every thing, which, by Impoſing upon 
© Her, he had effected againſt her Honour, and the 
© Good of his Country ; Thereby attempting to re- 
© fle&t upon the Honour and Juſtice of the Houſe of 
© Commons, and to caſt an Odium upon their Pro- 
© ceedings againſt him, as tending to — the Me- 
mory of the late Queen. | 
© But the Commons areof Opinion, that if it were 
© poſſible to add to the heavy Load of Guilt, in which 
© the Treaſons, and other moſt flagitious Crimes, 
© committed by the ſaid Earl, have already involv'd 
©him; this baſe and ungrateful Attempt, to impute 
© them to his Royal Miſtreſs, muſt bring ſuch a new 
© Weight of Infamy upon him, aud ſo juſtly provoke 
© the Indignation of the Commons, that they might 
© think themlelves oblig'd to demand Your Lordſhips 
© immediate Juſtice, for this unwarranted. Attempt 
* upon the Honour of the late Queen, and the Pro- 
* ceedings of Parliament. 5 ge 
© But the Commans being ſenſible, that the Trea- 
* ſons and other Crimes whereof the ſaid Earl ſtands 
© Impeach'd, and the Neceſſity of bringing him to 
© ſpeedy and exemplary Jultice, require that all Oc- 
caſions of Delay (hould be avoided ; and not doubt- 
© ing that Your Lordſhips will in due time vindicate 
the Honour of the late Queen, and of the Commons 
© of Great Britain, and the Juſtice of their Proceed- 
* ings, The Commons do Aver their Charge againſt 
© the ſaid Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, for 
High Treaſon, and other High Crimes and Miſde- 
* meanoucs, to be true; and that the (aid Earl is 
* guilty of all and ſingular the Articles and Charges 
therein reſpectively contain'd, in ſuch manner as he 
N © tare 
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ſtands Impeach'd ; and that the Commons will be 
ready to prove their Charge againſt him, at ſuch 
1 1 Time as ſhall be appointed for that Pur- 
* poſe, 


It has been obſerv'd, that the late Miniſters could 
not plead Ignorance to excuſe the Malignity of their 
Miniſtry. They were often put in Mind of the ſe- 
veral deſtructive Steps they were taking, and told 
as much in both Houſes of Parliament as we find in 
the Charges againft them, but they valu'd it not. 
The wicked Book call'd, The Conduct of the Allies, 
ſuppos'd to be written by Sr. John, and the vile Pa- 
per the Examiner, of which he was alſo ſometimes 
the Author, were fully anſwer'd by the Medley, and 
the four Parts of the Allies and the late Miniſiry de- 
fended. It is no new thing to the late Managers, to 
hear themſelves call'd Traytors to their Country. 
They expected doubtleſs to be Impeach'd for it, if 
ever the Proteſtant Succi ion took Effect, and for that 
Reaſon it was they endeavour'd to prevent it. Twas 
hop'd Mr. Prior would have dealt fairly and can- 
didly by the Committee, but it ſeems he did not 
forget the many Thouſand Pounds the Earl of Ox- 
ford had paid him, and after he was in Cuitody, he 
by means of an indulgent Keeper, had Conferences 
with the Earl, wherein, no doubt, he gave him ſome 
Aſſurances which encourag'd him to ſtand it out to 
the laſt. The Report from the Committee relating 
to Prior's Behaviour in that matter ſays, during his 

firſt Confinement, He net and conferr'd with the 
Earl of Oxford, and his neareft Relations and De- 
pendants. He confeſt he did ſo, and that was one of 
the chief Reaſons of the Motion for his cloſer Con- 
finement. | 

Io have an exact Idea of the great Honeſty and 
Integrity of this bleſſed Family of the Harley's, one 
muſt have Recourſe to the Report of the Committee 
of Secrecy relating to the Examination of Mr. Tho- 


mas Harley, the Earl of Oxford's Couſtu and _ 
ary 
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fry, which is not to be parallell'd in Story, Never 
did Man brave Modeſty in that manner, and ſo im- 
pudently pretend to impoſe Contradictions on Men 
of Senſe and Penetration. 

On the 19th of Auguſt Mr. Walpole reported from 
the Committee of Secrecy, © That the ſaid Commit- 
© tee having, purſuant to the Orders and Potvers 
given to them by this Houſe, proceeded to examine 
© Thomas Harley, Eſq; (who was ſworn by ſuch 
Members of the ſaid Committee, as are Jaſtices of 
Peace for the County of Middleſex and City of 
© Weftminfter.) And the Committee conceiving that 
© the ſaid Mr. Harley had very much prevaricated 
in his Examination, the ſaid Committee had direct- 
© ed, That ſome Extracts of Letters relating to the 
* ſaid Mr. Harley (which gave Occaſion to the ſaid 
Examination) and likewile a Copy of the Depoſi- 
tion of Mr. Harley, ſhould be laid before the 
© Houſe; which he read in his Place, and afterwards 
* deliver'd in at the Table, where the ſame were 
© read, as follows : 


Mi 


Extratt of a Letter from Mr. St. John to the 
Lords Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, the 16th 
of February 1711-12. 


TH UGH l have a great deal more to ſay, in 
order to explain clearly to Your Lordſhips the 
preſent Situation of the Queen's Domeſtick Affairs, 
and the Meaſures which ſhe propoſes Your Lordſhips 
ſhould purſue towards effecting your great Work, 
under all the Difficulties which are thrown in the 
Way, than can be contain'd in the Compals of a rea- 
ſonable Letter; yet I ſhould by this Meſſenger have 
enter'd into all that Detail, had not the Reſolu- 
tion been taken of finally inſtructing Mr. Harley on 
Monday, in the view of Ws 7 lum on — 
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It were to be wiſh'd, that this Gentleman could 
have been ſooner ſent both to Utrecht and to Hano- 
ver; but the Hurry which we have been for ſome 
time in is inexpreſſible, and he was too uſeful to be 
ſpar'd, 'till the Houſe of Commons was perfectly ſe- 
cur'd to the Queen's Intereſt, and to the Meaſures 
of Peace. I think I may ſay they are abſolutely ſo 
now. 


Your Lordſhips will have this Matter fully open'd 
to you by Mr. Harley, | 


— 


* 


Extract of a Letter from the Lords Plenipoten- 


tiaries to Mr. Secretary St. John the 5th of 
March 1712, N. 8. +> | 


Y Our Favour of the 16th E under your own 
Hand, gives us Hopes of ſeeing Mr. Harley here 
very ſoon, and of receiving by him ſuch Orders as 


may enable us to fix on ſomething more certain than 
hitherto we could do. 


TL "NE: 


Extract of 4 Letter from My. Secretary St. 


4 John to the Lords Pleuipotentiaries, the 4th 
of March 1741-12. 


I Find Your Lordſhips, in the Private Letter of the 
4 Fifth of this Month, which you honour'd me with 
q by Conchman, under tome Impatience for the Arrival 
of Mr. Harley. And ] am very far from wondering 
at you for it, ſince, in your preſent Situation, you 
run the riſque of having the Game taking out of your 
Hands by others, and are in no ſort able to play it on 
your ſelves. | | | 
This cvil Circumſtance will now be very ſoon 
cur'd, Mr. Harley goes away to morrow, and Your 
Lordſhips will be much better inform'd of the Queen's. 
TREE | Intentions 


& 
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Intentions by what he will have the Honour to ſay to 
you, than you could poſſibly have been by ten Reams 
of written Inſtructions. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. St. John 10 
Monſieur de Torcy, Secretary of State 


to the French Ning, the Fuurth of March 
1711-12, 0. S. 


| Should be aſham'd, Sir, to have ſo long deferr'd 
anſwering your Letters, if I did not believe I was 
able to alledge in my Juſtification a good Reaſon, and 
which you will not diſapprove. In a Word, I was 
willing to write to you with Certainty, and for that 
end I was oblig'd to ſtay till the Miniſters of the Em- 
peror and of the Republick of Holland had more o- 
penly ſhewn their Game, till the neceſſary Diſpoſi- 
tions were made among our People : and in ſhort, 
till the Queen had taken the only Reſolution which 
— bring us, in a little Time, to a good and ſolid 
eace. 
I have now the Satisfaction to tell you, That this 
Reſolution is taken, and that Mr. Harley will ſet out, 
this Evening, or to morrow Morning, with the Fi- 
nal InſtruRions of the Queen to her Plenipotentiaries. 
Lou will give me Leave to refer my ſelf to the Sieur 
Ganltier to explain to you more at large the Subject 
of this Gentleman's Commiſſion, and what the Qaeen 
hopes His Maſt Chriftian Majeſty will do ty co-ope- 
rate with her, 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. St. John to the 
Lords Plenipotentiaries, the Twenty Sixth of | 
March 1 712. | 


RN AN Harley is, I make no Doubt, long before this, | 
with Your Lordſhips, and I hope he has fully | 
explain'd the Queen's Defires and Views to you, at | 
g leaſt | 
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leaſt he is as amply inſtructed in them as I am able to 
inform him. The Conduct of this Matter is in ſo good 
Hands, that I am hopeful an anſwerable Event may 
be expected. 


— 


Extract of a Letter from the Lords Plenipoten- 
tiaries to Mr. St. John, the 6th of A- 
pril, 1712. 


MX. Harley has been here theſe Three Days, and 


Yeſterday Mr. Gf came to ſee us, having 
arriv'd the Night before. | 


Extract of a Letter from the Lords Plenipoten- 
tiaries to Mr. St. John, the 8th of April, 
1712. 


On R laſt of the 6th acquainted you, that ſome 

People had been diſappointed that Day in their 
Expectations of breaking this Congreſs, which we 
hope may be carry d on, and produce the good Ef. 
fects intended. 

That Evening, after he had receiv'd ample Infor- 
mations from Mr. Harley, and alſo ſpoken with Mr. 
Gaultier, we had a long Conference with the French 
Plenipotentiaries upon the Project that was ſent you 
the 22d, whereof we again inclos'd a Copy, with 
ſuch Remarks as, after all we could urge, the French 
Miniſters inſiſted on. | 

The 15 per Cent, they will by no means allow to 
extend to other Goods, than ſuch as come into Spain 
in order to be tranſported into America, 

Mr. Harley thinks it may be requiſite to let fall 
that whole Pretenſion, and ſettle Commerce on the 
Foot it ſtood in the Time of King Charles the Second 
of Spain; and that the only Uſe we need make 3 the 

ifteen 
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Fifteen per Cent, is to get ax — for it another 
way, Which we ſhall be glad to hear from you, for in 
that Caſe our Work with the Datch will become a 
good deal eaſier. | 


Copy of the Examination of Thomas Haz ley 
Eſq; taken before the Right Honourable 
Hugh Boſcawen, Eſq; Comptroller of His 
Majeſty's Houſhold, and One of His Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the County 
of Middleſex, at the Committee of Se- 
crecy. 


T H E Examinant ſaith, That when he firſt was ſent 
abroad in or about March 1711-12, he was ſent by 
the Queen's expreſs Commands, who was pleas'd to ſpeak 
Her 5 very particularly to him: That her Majeſty or- 
der d the Secretary of State to make ſuch Powers as were 
neceſſary to be given to him, but would make it eaſy to 
vim, and without any Formality : That Direttions 
were given for full Powers, which this Examinant left 
in the Office, where he thought they would be moſt ſafe * 
That ve never receiv'd any Powers, nor ever ſaw them, 
but at his own Choice went abroad without Powers 
That the Queen order'd that this Examinant ſhould 
have an Account Z the State of Affairs, to be commu- 
nicated by him to ſuch Perſons as he was to diſcourſe with 
abroad : That he receiv'd from ſeveral Offices ſeveral 
Papers relating to the Revenue, and other Matters touch- 
ing the then Situation of Affairs, from which the Queen 
was pleas'd to order him to inform himſelf as well as he 
could, that he might be able to explain himſelf when he 
went; and, in particular, when he came to the Hague, 
he was to give the Penſionary an Account of the State of 
Affairs, and to uſe the beſt Arguments he could to ha- 
fen the Peace; but he does not know whether he has any 
of thoſe Papers now by him, and does not NO | 
that 
mM 
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that he had any particular Inſtructions for himſelf, ex- 
cept from thoſe Papers, but what he receiv'd from the 
Queen's own Mouth, the Particulars whereof he cannot 
at preſent charge his Memory with, except as abovemen- 
tion d That L did not produce at the Hague, or at 
Utrecht, any Credential Letters from the Queen or any 
of Her Minifters : That he had no Orders to tranſatt 
or negotiate any thing relating to the Peace with any Fo- 
reign Miniſter; and that he did not tranſact or negotiate 
any thing relating to the Peace with any Foreign Mini- 
ſter; That he did not, to his Knowledge, carry over 
any Plan, Project, or Scheme of a Peace; and that he 
did not tranſact any thing at Utrecht with Abbot Gaul- 
tier, zor confer with him either there or before he went 
from England : That he does not remember he had any 
Orders from the Queen, or any of Her Minifters, re- 
lating to the Fifteen per Cent. and that he doth not re- 
member that he did ſignify any Orders to the Queen's 
Plenipotentiaries concerning it; and that he does not re- 
member any thing at all about the Fifteen per Cent: 
That heſtaid in Holland till he had the Queen's Order 
to yo forward, ſignify'd by the Secretary of State: That 
he receiv'd ſeveral Letters, whilſt he was abroad, but 
from whom in particular he cannot remember; and that 
he wrote ſeveral Letters, but to whom he cannot remem- 
ber; and that he doth not know that he has either Copies 
or Originals of any Letters that he either wrote or re- 
ceiv'd : That he had no ſettle Allowance or Appointment, 
but at his going over the firſt time he ſpent his own 
Money, which the * was aſterwards pleas d to or- 
der ſhould be allow'd him : That the firſt time he went 
abroad he receiv'd under Three Thouſand Pounds, and 
in both Fournies together he receiv'd in all about Five 
Thauſand Five Hundred Pounds; and that what he re- 
ceiv'd, the Queen order d for his Expences and the 
Trouble he had been at : That no Body negotiated any 
Money for him upon the publick Account but Mr, Deck- 
er, and that he does not remember that he had any pub- 


lick Money but for his own Expence, which did not - 
the 


(97) 
the whole exceed the Sum of Five Thouſand Five Hun: 
n Rn 


jurat 21 Junii 1715. 
Coram me T. Harley. 


Hugh Boſcawen. 


After the Reading of this Report, the Commons 
order d, Firſt, © That Themas Harley, Eſq; now in 
© Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms attending this 
© Houſe, having prevaricated when he was examin'd 
© ar the Committee of Secrecy, (purſuant to the Order 
© of the 15th of June laſt) be committed Priſoner to 
© the Priſon of the Gate Houſe, and that Mr. Speaker 
do Iflue his Warrants accordingly, 24ly, That the 
© Report from the Commirree of Secrecy relating to the 
© Examination of Thomas Harley Eſq; be printed. 

Mention being made of the Memorial the double 
Earl wrote the Queen in the Seventeenth Article, 
I ſhall here incert it at large; It will not only ſhew 
how upright and bow dextrous he was in his Con- 
duct, but how elegant in his Stile, and how clear in 
his Sentiments. „„es 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, | Og 

a [ Preſume, in Obedience to Your. Royal Com- 

* mands, to lay before Your Majeſty a State. of 
R Jour Affairs. Tho' I have very much contracted: it 
from the Draught I made, and the Vouchers from 
* whence it is taken; yet | find it ſwell under my 
pen in Tranſcribiug, being willing to put every 
© Thing before Your Majeſty in the cleareſt Light my 
© poor Underſtanding can attain to. It was neceſſary 
© to lay it before Your Majeſty in the Series of Time, 
© from the beginning to this preſent Time; and when 
that is compleatly laid before You, it remains only 
© for me to beg God to direct Yotir Majeſty. 

And as to my ſelf, do with me what You pleaſe, 
place me either as à Figure or a Cypher, diſplace 
me or replace me, as that beſt ſerves Your Majeſty's 

Q * Occaſions, 


„ 
Occaſions, You ſhall ever find me, with the utmoſt 
Devotion, and without any Reſerve, 


5 MAD AM, 
Tour moſt Dutiful, moſt Faithful, moft Humble, 
moſt Obedient Subject, and Unworthy Servant, 


Is bie - OXFORD. 


< _— —_cO@ _—_— . 
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4 Brief Account of public Affairs fince Aug. 
the 8th, 1710, to this preſent 8th of June, 

1774. 'Tombichis added, The State of Af. 
E fairs Abroad, 45 they relate to this Ring dum; 
_ with ſome humble Prapaſals for ſecuring the 
future Tranquility of Her Majeſty's Reign, 
aud tlie Safety of Her Kingdoms. | 


. HE R Majeſty on the 8th of Auzuft 1710. was 
© pleas'd to alter Her Treaſury, and two Days 
* after, in a New Commiſſion, Robert Harley, by Her 
© Majeſty's great Favour was made Chancellor of the 
* Exchequer. ''The State of Affairs at Home and A 
broad are freſh in every ones Memor rx. 
- © The Condition of the Treaſury at that Time was 
© laid before Her Majeſty in a large Repreſentation. 
© beg leave to touch fome | few Heads. The Army 
* was in the Field; no Money in the Treaſury ; none 
© of the Remitters would Contract again; the Bank 
had refus'd to lend a Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
© to Lord Godolpbin on very good Security ; the Na- 
vy, and other Branches of Service, Eleven Millions 
in Debt, which enhanc'd the Price of every Thing 
proportionably; the Civil Liſt in Debt about Six 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds, and the Yearly Income 
too little for the Current cet tain Expence, by — | 
0 | we 
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© loweſt Computation, One Hundred Twenty Four 
* Thouſand, Four Hundred Ninety Five Pounds, 
© Two Shillings and Four Pence. In a few Days 
* this New Commiſſion, made Proviſion for pay- 
ing the Army by the greateſt Remittance that 
© had ever been known: Though the Oppoſition 
© from every Office, which was full of Perſons 
© who were Enemies to the Change made by the 
Queen, was very ſtrong, and very troubleſome and 
* vexatious; and ſuch was the Situation of Affairs, 
that _ but great Patience could ever have 
' * overcome theſe Difficulties ; it being impoſſible as 
© well as unavoidable to make Removes, but by De- 
© grees. As ſoon as it was poſſible, (and notwith- 
© ſtanding the Clamours then rais'd, it was the only 
proper Time) a New Parliament is call'd. Its fi 
© meeting was November the 27th, 1710, Robert Har- 
© tey had prepar'd the Funds ready (before the Parlia- 
© ment met, as he has done every Seſſion to this Day) 
© not only for the Current Service of the Year, bo 
© by Sea and Land, but alſo for eaſing the Nation of 
© above Nine Millions of Debt. This was thought fo 
© Chimerica} when Robert Harley did begin to open 
© it, that it was treated with Ridicule, until he [ 
© ſhow'd how practicable it was. It is true, this 
gave great Reputation Abroad, and enabled to | 
© treat advantageouſly of a Peace: Ut rais'd finking | 
© Credit at Home, but at the ſame Time as it drew | 
© Envy upon Harley from ſome, and the Rage of 
© others, ſo it gave Offence to ſome of his Fellow 
© Servants, who told him plainly that he ought 
© to have told his Secret, and if he would not get, 
| * Money himſelf, he onght to have let his Friends | 
| & ſhare a Hundred Thouſand Pounds, which would ö 
© not have been felt or found out in ſo vaſt a Sum as | 
| © Nine or Ten Millions, To this Principle was ow- 
| © ing the ſetting on Foot at this time the — 
© Voyage to Canada: To all which Meetings Har 
© avoided coming, and fave Lord Rochefter his Rea- 
| © ſons, and after he defir'd bis Lordſhip to be a | 
„ O 2 Means | 
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* Means tothe Queen to hinder that Expedition; but 
it happen'd to be too late. But Lady Maſbam knows 
* how much Harley was concern'd at it, though he 
did not know the true Spring of that Voyage, which 
will appear after in this Paper. The beginning of 
February 1710 11, there began to be a Diviſion a- 
* mongft thoſe call'd Tories in the Houſe, and Mr. 
Secretary St. John thought it convenient to be 
* Liſting a ſeparate Party for himſelf. To prevent 
this, Lord Rochefter and Harley defir'd to have a 
Meeting, and to cool ſuch raſh Attempts ; and it 
* was contriv'd Mr. Secretary St. John ſhould invite 
* Us to Dinner, (which was the laſt Time he ever 
invited Robert Harley, being now above Three 
© Years) where was the Duke of Shrewsbury, Earl 
Poulet, Lord Rocheſter, and others; and Lord Ro- 
© chefter took the pains to calm the Spirit of Di- 
* viſion and Ambition. Harley was at this time 
© ſeizd by a violent Fever, and on his firſt co- 
© ming Abroad, March 8. met with a Misfortune 
© which confin'd him many Weeks. The Tranſactions 
© during that Time are too publick, as well as too 
© black, for Harley to remember or to mention. In 
© the End of Hay 1711, the Queen, out of her aboxnd- 
© ed Goodneſs, was pleas'd to confer undeſerv'd Ho- 
© nours on Robert Harley; and on the 29th of the ſame 
© Month, was pteas'd to put the Trealurer's Staff in- 
* to his Hands: A Poſt ſo much above Harley's Abili- 
© ties to ſtruggle with, that as he had nothing but In- 
© regrity aud Duty to recommend him to her Majeſty's 
Choice; ſo he muft have recourſe to Her Majeſty's 
© Tranſcendent Goodneſs and Mercy to pardon all his 
© Faults and Failings, both of Omiſſion and Commiſ- 
* ſion, during the whole Courſe of his Service. But 
to return and reſume the Thread of this Diſcourle : 
© The 4th of June 1711, Three Days after the Trea- 
* ſurer was ſworn, he was ſurpriz'd with a Demand 
* of Twenty Eight Thouſand Thirty Six Pounds 
band Five Shillings, for Arms and Merchandize, ſaid 
to be ſent to Canada, When the Treaſurer rern 
| this 
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© this, Mr. Secretary St. John and Mr. Moor came 
to him with much Paſſion upon this Affair; and a- 
© bout a Fortnight after, the Secretary of State fig- 
© nify'd the Queen's poſitive Pleaſure to have that Mo- 
© ney paid; and accordingly Her Majeſty ſign'd a 
Warrant June 21. and the Treaſurer not being able 
© then, with all his Precaution, to diſcover further 
© Light, the Money was paid July 4th 1711. Since the 
Return from that Expedition, the Secret is diſco- 
*ver'd, and the Treaſurer's Snſpicition juſtify'd : 
* For the Publick was cheated of above Twenty Thouſand 
Pounds. There is Reaſon to be more particular up- 
© on this Head, becauſe it is one of the Things never 
© to be forgiven the Treaſurer ; and Lord Chancel- 
© lor told him more to that Purpoſe ; that they told 
© him no Government was worth ſerving, that would 
l wot = them make thoſe Advantages, and get ſuch 

obbs. 

One thing more is crav d leave to be added, That 
© the Treaſurer was forc'd to uſe all his Skill and 
© Credit to keep the Houſe of Commons from.examin- 
© ing this Affair laſt Parliament. June the 12th 1712. 
© the firſt Seſſion of laſt Parliament ended. From 
© this time, to the beginning of the next Seſſion, The 
© Treaſurer's Hands were full of Negotiating the Peace 
© in all Courts abroad; and beſides the ordinary and 
0 2 Duty of his Office at home, he had fre- 
quent Occaſion of Calming the Quarrels and 
© Grudges Mr. Secretary had ſometimes againſt Lord 
© Dartmouth, ſometimes againſt Lady Maſham, and 
© ſometimes againſt the Treaſurer himſelf. The Se- 
© cond Seffion of the laſt Parliament began December 
© the7th, 1711. This was attended with great Dif- 
* ficulties and Dangers, as well from the Practices of 
the Diſcontented here, as the Deſigns carry'd on by 
© Mr. Buys, Prince Eugene and Bothmar; in which 
© Deſigns concurr'd the Emperor, and other States 
© and Princes who gain'd by the War. This put her 
© Majeſty under a ſort cf Neceſlity to preſerve the 
* whole, and co take a Method which „ — 

* before 
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* before to create ſome New Peers, So many having 
been brought formerly out of the Houſe of Com- 
© mons of thoſe who us'd to manage Publick Affairs 
© it was propos'd to Mr. . — That if he would 
© be contented to ſtay in the Houſe of Commons that 
© Seſſions, Her Majeſty would have the Goodneſs to 
© create him a Peer, and that he ſhould not loſe his 
Rank. The Second Seſſion ended the 21ſt of June, 
© 1712; and notwithſtanding Bothmar's Memorial, 
© and all other Attacks both from Abroad and at 

© Home, Supplies were provided, and every Thin 
© relating to the Publick put upon a good Foot, and 

© the Male-contents began to deſpair as appear d by 
© the Duke of Marlborough retiring Abroad, and o- 
© ther Particulars. After the Seſſion was ended, the 
Queen, as She had promis d, Order'd a Warrant 
© for Mr. Secretary St, John to be a Viſcount ; 
© this happen'd to put him in the utmoſt Rage againſt 
the Treaſurer, Lady Maſbam, and without ſparing 
© the Greateſt. It did avail very little. to tell him, how 
* much he had got in Place; for had he been created 
* with the other Lords, it would have fallen to his 
© ſhare to have come next after Lord Trevor ; but 
© the Treaſurer with great Patience bore all the Storm, 
© of which Lord Mafham was often a Witneſs of the 
© Outragious Speeches; and Mr. Moor very lately 
© told the Treaſurer, that Lord Bolingbroke ſaid very 
© lately to him, that he ow'd him a Revenge upon 
© that Head. This Diſcontent continu'd, until there 
* happen'd an Opportunity of ſending him to France; 
© of which there was not much Occaſion ; but it was 
© hop'd, that this would have put him in good Hu- 
© moar ; which it did, until in October 1712, there 
© were Knights of the Garter made. This created a 
© new Diſturbance, which is too well remember'd, 
© and breaks out now very often in Outrageous Ex- 
preſſions publickly againſt all then made. In No- 
vember, on the Death of Duke Hamilton, he was 
© much againſt Duke Shrewsbury's going, for Reaſons 
very plain, which then were in —— for 
ore, 


| CE © 
© before the laſt Seſſion of that Parliament began, a 
© new Model was fram'd or a Scheme of Miniſtry , 
© which how they afterwards came to fall out, will 
© appear in its due Place. The third and laſt Seſſion 
began April thegth, 1713; which was as ſoon as 
© the Peace was concluded, and could be Proclaim'd. 
at is not decent to take Notice, That during this 
© whole Negotiation, the Treaſurer was oblig'd by his 
© own Hand, and his own Charge, toCorreſpond in all 
© the Courts concern d in the Negotiation , and very 
© often he had the good Luck to fer Right ſeveral Mi- 
© takes, and to obtain ſome Things very little expected; 
© but the only Merit of this belongs to Her Maieſty 
© the Credit of whoſe Favour brought it about, and gave 
© Power to the Treaſurer to aft with Succeſs, During 
© this Seſſion, the Lords of the Cabinet, and Others, 
© metevery Saturday at the Treaſurer's in Order to 
© carry on the Queen's Buſineſs, as they had done the 
© Year before on Thurſdays. Many Offers were 
made, and repeated by the Treaſurer, in order to 
© attack former Offenders, and quiet the Minds of 
© the Gentlemen, and of the Church Party ;, and the 
© only Reaſon for this Failing, was becauſe of the 
Project laid for their New Scheme, and putting 
©themſelves at the Head, as they call'd it, of the 
© Church Party. This being the laſt Seſſion of Par- 
© liament, and ſome Gentlemen fearing their Electi- 
© ons, and ſome for other Reaſons, dropt the Bill of 
Commerce. The Treaſurer ſaw this Opportunity, 
and immediately took it, and prevaild with Sir 
© Thomas Hanmer, and Others, to come into the 
© Payment of the Civil Lift Debts, incurr'd before 
© the Change of the Treaſury, though the preſent 
©Trealurer was rail'd at, and malign'd z which he 
© choſe to bear patiently, rather than own the true 
© Reaſon, that there was no Money to do it with, 
© which would have ruin'd all at once. This Step of 
paying the Debts, put the Malecontented into the 
© utmgft Rage, which they did very publickly ex- 
* preſs in both Houſes. . This laſt Seſſion of * Par- 
ON ſay lament, 
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© liament, and the Third ſince the Change of the 
*© Miniſtry, ended July the 16th 1713. The Peace 
© with France being over, and it growing neceſſary 
© to put Her Majeſty's Affairs into a further and more 
© ſettled Regulation, and to eaſe the Treaſurer of 
the Burthen, as well as Envy, of ſuch a Bulk of 
* Buſineſs ; Her Majeſty was pleas'd to approve of 
© the Scheme of the Duke of Ormond's ſtaying here 
© to attend the Army Affairs, which was neceſſary 
© at the time of Disbanding ; Duke Shrewsbury to go 
© to Freland, upon his Return from France; Lord 
* Findlater to be Chancellor of Scotland; Lord Mar 
Third Secretary; Lord Dartmouth Privy-Seal, 
* and Mr. Bromley Secretary of State, and Sir Wil. 
©liam Wyndham Chancellor of the Exchequer. I am 
© ſure the Queen very well remembers the Rage this 
*caus'd, as perfe&! — their Scheme, and 
ſhewing that Her Majeſty would put Her Affairs 
© upon a ſolid Foot; the Lord Chancellor ſaid it was 
* againſt Law, and to this Day will not treat Lord 
* Findlater with Decency ; and Lord Mar has met 
with many. ill Treatments as well as Mr. Secretary 
Bromley. But that the Treaſurer might leave them 
| © without Excuſe, and make. Her Majeſty's Affairs, 
| © if poſſible, eaſy with, and to thoſe in Her Service; 
: © as ſoon as he was recover'd enough to write, he 
| © wrotea large Letter to Lord Bolingbroke, contain- 
| © ing his Scheme of the Queen's Affairs, and what 
| was neceſſary for Lord Bolingbroke to do, as be- 
* longing only to his Province, This Letter was 
dated July the 25th 1713, and was anſwer d July 
© the 27th by Lora Bolingbroke ;, the Copy was ſhown 
to Lady Mafham, who came to viſit the Treaſurer 
then confin'd to his Chamber; and ſhe then thought 
© it wasa very good one, .and what was proper for 
* the Occaſion. | believe the Whole would be of 
* Uſe to give Light to Her Majeſty into the Ground 
© and Foundation of the Follies, and Madneſs which 
have ſince appear d; the Whole is ready for Her 
© Majcſty's Peruſal when She pleaſes, In this 5 
| T 
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© the Treaſurer gives an Account to Lord Bolingbroke 
© of the Occaſions, or rather the Pretences for gi- 
*ying Diſturbance to the Queen's Servants. He 
ropoſes the Remedy, and what was requiſite to 

done by him as Secretary in his own Province, 
© and alſo Aſſurance of the Treaſurer's Aſſiſtance to 
© the utmoſt, and of his Deſire to conſult with him 
© (Lord Bolingbroke) how to unite the reſt of our 
Friends. Being then ſick, the Treaſurer took the 
© Liberty to put Lord Bolingbroke in mind of the ſe- 
© veral Particulars which then requir'd Diſpatch, and 

© were ſolely belonging to his Province, withour any 
other Interpoſition than that of taking your Ma- 
© jeſty's Directions. Among others, that of a Cir- 
© cular Letter upon the Addreſſes of both Houſes re- 
© ating to the Pretender, This was not done in 
© Three Months. His Lordſhip wrote word it was 
done July 27th. In the ſame Letter the Treaſurer 
© propos'd, That (according to the Treaty of Peace) 
© care ſhould be taken of the following Particulars, 
© viz, Newfoundland, Hudſon's: Bay, Acadia, St. Chri- 
© tophers, Afiento, and others Things contain'd in 
© the Treaties of Commerce, Theſe Particulars the 
Treaſurer thought to have been executed, until 
* within a few Weeks he beard the contrary by Ac- 
© cident, and that the Time in the ſeveral Treaties 
* was elaps'd. Upon this, the Treaſurer, on W:4- 
© neſday June the 2d, told Mr. Moor of this, and 
© that every Body would be liable to blame who are 
in the Queen's Service. Thurſday June the 3d 
©1714, Lord Bolingbroke writes to the Treaſurer a 
© Letter, which begins thus: 

Mr. Moor has been this Morning with me, and 
© has put into my Hands a Paper, which he calls, I 
think not improperly, a Charge upon me. 

This Paper contains the Neglect above mention'd 
© in the Treaſurer's Letter of July the 25th 1713. 
Eleven Months before, and yet theſe Faults are now 
* charg'd upon the Treaſurer. 
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Having thus Collected all the Matters preluding 
to the Earl of Oxford's Tryal, we ſhall continue 
to make proper Collect iogs from the beſt Authori- | 
ties to Compleat this Work, and carry it on the 
whole Length of the Subject. 1 . 
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